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INTERSTATE TRANSPORTATION OF 
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Tavel 
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Tele, Room 
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This is in connection with a news item i ssued bv 
United Prell^ ffiffffil 30, 1962, which stated in part | | 

"^Agriculture Secretary Freeman, told reporters the 
Department would defer a decision on former Assistant Secretary 
James T. Ralph until the FBI investigation was complete." The 
FBI investigation has been completed unless and until the Department 
of Agriculture through an administrative review of its files can 
determine that Ralph took official action favoring Estes. 

BACKGROUND § ^ 

ci» o? "s: 

Ct. , 

During the investigation of Estes' multimilliqir aollar *• 
fraud, allegations were received that officials of the Apiculture* 
Department had received gifts and gratuities from Estes^Ln, return 
for preferential treatment. Investigation established dfhat 
Dr. James T. Ralph and two others employed by the Department of . 
Agriculture had received gifts from Estes. The Department 6f T 
Agriculture has been advised by the Department of Justice to comply 
with Section 311A, Title 5, United States Code (this section requigp^S' 
that alleged violation of the Federal lav/ by Government officials 
must be submitted to the Department of Justice). In accordance with 
the Department of Justice instructions, the Department of Agriculture 
is reviewing its files and supplying reports directly to the Justice 
Department. This is necessary since only officials thoroughly , 

familiar with Agriculture regulations can determine if Estes received' 
favorable treatment. The Department has advised that they will review 
these files and make specific requests for any investigation required. 
As of-this date we have received no such requests. 

* fa . 

ACTI0N B&WS ' £.<?- 7*^ 

Secretary Freeman was informed by telephone on April 25, 

1962, and by letter dated April 26, 1962, that we have no objection 
to any action the Department of Agriculture might want to take in 
connection with DrV Ralph. It was further pointed out th&t any action 

‘i 9 1 f * 


1 - Mr. DeLoach 
1 - Mr. Evans 

TWX2: kak i ./ ^ 
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Memorandum to Mr. Belmont 
RE: BILLIE SOL ESTES 


by that Department concerning Ralph would not interfere with 
our investigation. 


The Attorney General was advised in a personal conversation 
on April 24, 1962, and by a confirming letter of our advice to 
Freeman. We requested the Attorney General for the earliest possible 
opinion of the Department in connection with the possible bribery. 


There are attached letters to the Attorney General and 
Secretary Freeman. The letter to Freeman reiterates our stand 
concerning Ralph and advises him of the status of the investigation 
concerning Ralph and his associates. The letter to the Attorney 
General sets out the information we are giving Freeman, reviews 
procedures being followed in connection with this phase of the 
investigation and requests early advice if the Department’s review 
of Agriculture reports shows evidence of bribery. 
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5/14/62 


TO SACS HOUSTON 

SAN ANTONIO 

FROM DIRECTOR FBI 

BILLIE SOL ESTES, ITSP BASH BRIBERY. 

RE SA TEL MAY TWELVE LAST. 

HOUSTON CONDUCT INVESTIGATION PAGE TWO- OF BETEL* PRESS 
VIGOROUSLY. 
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Ft'DERn. ’ \^h: <5, lN;FST!nATiON 
U. S. DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 

COMMUNICATIONS SEGTIOW 

MAY 14 1962 JU 
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URGENT 5-14-62^. 5-12 PM MLL 
TG SACS HOtJSTON AND SAN ANTONIO 
FROM DIRECTOR i P 

BILLIE SOL ESTES, ITSP DASH BRIBERY. 

RE SA TEL MAY TWELVE LAST. 

HOUSTON CONDUCT INVESTIGATION PAGE THREE OF RETEL. 
VIGOROUSLY. 

END ACK PLS 

OK FBI HO DC 
SA^^OK FBI SA MRH 
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URGENT 5-12-62 8-45 PM CST JWD 

fO. DIRECTOR, FBI /29-2S704/ AND SAC, HOUSTON /58-11 
FROM. SAC, SAN ANTONIO /S7-5025/ 

BILLIE SOrTSTES. INTERSTATE TRANSPORTATION OF STOLEN PROPERTY 



DASH BRIBERY. 

REBUTEL MAY ELEVEN LAST. PURSUANT TO BUREAU INSTRUCTIONS THE 
FOLLOWING IS TELETYPE SUMMARY. 


fc I 


ON JUNE THIRD, NINETEEN SIXTYONE, HENRY H. MARSHAL, FORMER 

Cpyuni c/tty S'r-ist «■ C ,« 

EMPLOYEE OF THE ASCS, BRYAN, TEXAS, WAS FOUND SHOT TO jEAm-ON HIS 
FARM NEAR FRANKLIN, TEXAS. 


§ 

Q, 

C 

C 

o 


a 

UJ 

a 


INQUEST AND RULED M&^DEATH BY GUNSHOT DASH SELF INFLICTED. 
INVESTIGATION BY ROBERTSON COUNTY SHERIFF-S OFFICE, FRANKLIN, TEXAS > 
-REVEALED 1 A LI/ ’ CT.^U^ST'AftC ES ,.P$I l^ED TOWARD SUICIDE AND NO EVIDENCE 0 
MURDER. .IMMEDIATELY FOLLOWING MARSHALL-S DEATH MEMBERS OF HIS FAMILY 

t T* ‘-i t :: -••■!»’ r 

STATED THAT HE WAS IN 1 BAD'IHEA'-IItH, HAVING HAD SEVERAL HEART ATTACKS AND 

. ,1. t. - _i ... 3ft 

A KNOT ON HIS BACK WHICH Hw w no n univvijnf i | ; 

ENCASE ONE {I / , ** fSStM- i '/ — w3T 

EN^GE^NE 
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PAGE TWO 


b6 

TEXAS, MADE THE STATEMENT IN THE PRESENCE OF b7c 
SEVERAL WITNESSES THAT THEY HAD BEEN TRYING TO HAVE SOMEONE WITH 
MARSHALL AT ALL TIMES, INDICATING THE FAMILY SUSPECTED THAT HE MIGHT 
COMMIT SUICIDE. WHEN THE SHERIFF CONTACTED TO ADVISE 


DEATH, AND BEFORE HE HAD TIME TO DO SO, SHE 


STATED OH, HE HAS GONE AND DONE IT^ PNttUG ffiT INDICATING TO 


THE SHERIFF THAT SHE KNEW BY THE SHERIFF'S PRESENCE THAI 

HAD COMMITTED SUICIDE. 

ACCORDING TO AUTHORITIES AT FRANKLIN, THE FAMILY HAS RECENTLY 
DENIED THAT MARSHALL WAS IN ILL HEALTH OR THAT THEY SUSPECTED THAT 


j HE MIGHT ATTEMPT SUICIDE. 



b6 | 

INVESTIGATION BY ROBERTON COUNTY SHERIFF'S OFFICE 



b7C 

1 


• 

M 

NO AUTOPSY 



PERFORMED. 


Tffl^ST^THEH-1'ENT-~I-N--T-H-E— ^RESE-NG-E—OJ: 


be 

hlC 


END PAGE TWO 
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PAGE THREE 

ADDITIONAL INVESTIGATION BEING CONDUCTED. 

FOR INFORMATION OF BUREAU, NUMEROUS PRESS REPORTERS NOW IN 
FRANKLIN. 

THE BUREAU MAY WISH TO CONSIDER REQUESTING HOUSTON TO INTERVIEW 
FELLOW EMPLOYEES AND OFFICIALS OF ASCS AT BRYAN, TEXAS, AND WIFE OF 
MARSHALL, WHO RESIDES AT BRYAN, TEXAS, WHERE MARSHALL FORMERLY STATIONED 
HOUSTON SHOULD NOT CONDUCT THIS INVESTIGATION UNLESS REQUESTED BY 
ij THE BUREAU. HOUSTON BEING REQUESTED TO CONTACT DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC 
SAFETY OFFICIALS WHO CONDUCTED INVESTIGATION, AND FUNERAL DIRECTORS 
AT BRYAN WHO HANDLED EMBALMING AND FUNERAL, BY SEPARATE TELETYPE. 

DALLAS AND EL PASO ADVISED BY AIR MAIL TODAY. 

END AND ACK IN ORDER SPL 
WA 10-54 A PM OK FBI WA BH 
HO OK FBI HO JMP 


W DISC 


GENERAL INVESTIGATIVE DIVISION 


Incoming reflects partial 
results of investigation into the 
death of Marshall, an Agriculture 
employee , who was engaged in an 
investigation of Estes at the time 
of his death. Incoming shows con- 
clusion of local authorities that 


urther investigation 
ted. 

Houston has been instructed to 
conduct o-. the requested investigation. 
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pit- BUREAU OF.INVESTIG&TlEn 
. S. DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 

COMMUNICATIONS SECTION 

MAYH1962(V 

TELETYPE^ 


4 


Mr. Tolcou- 


Mr. Be’ caonfe i 

Mr. Mo’ir * 


Mr. CaMalian 

Mr. Ccr.rnd 

Mr. DcLcuch. 

Mr. 




DIRECTOR, FBI 


SAC DALLAS 

o 


8-00 PM CST TEW 
ATTEN GENERAL INVESTIGATIVE DIVISION 
58-188 

BILLIE SOL ESTES, AKA. ET AL, BRIBERY, COI. DAILY SUMMARY. RE ^ 
DALLAS TEL MAY TEN LAST. ' L 

USDA, DALLAS LOCATED TWO ADDITIONAL PAYMENTS TO COMMERCIAL 
SOLVENTS CORP., NYC, AS ASSIGNEE OF ESTES UNITED ELEVATORS, LEAVING DIFF*^ 
ERENCE OF TEN THOUSAND, ONE HUNDRED DOLLARS AND FIFTYSIX CENTS 
BETWEEN USDA TOTAL AND TOTAL FURNISHED BY NYC AGENTS AS OBTAINED 
FROM CSC, LATTER BEING HIGHER. 

PERSON IDENTIFIED Asl 



TEXAS, CONTACTED FROM 


b6 

b7C 


ESTES UNLISTED PHONE* PECOS* FEBRUARY TWO LAST, IDENTIFIED 


[// 


AS 


RALPH. 


fX-13^ & 

NEWSPAPERS OVER WEEKEND REFLEC 


CONSTRUCTION COMPANY, RATHER THAN SUBJECT 

-V / „ 




b6 

b7C 


SENATE INVESTIGATIONS SUBCOMMITTEE IN DALLAS cJSMlLw*. M 
LEAVING FOR WASHINGTON TONIGHT, AFTER INTERVIEWING ESTES IN 1962 
OF ATTORNEY, AUSTIN, TEXAS, SUNDAY, REFUSED TO ADVISE PRESS _ 


DETAILS OF CONVERSATION. INVESTIGATIVE REPORT WHICH REFLECTS ,AXL 


INVESTIGATION BRIBERY ASPECTS TO DATE WIL L BE FO RWARDED T OMORROW. 
END PAGE ONE 


C^RRECXI-ON-^h-tTWE^rEN NA'M£~S‘HCrurD'~BEl 



K7 MAY 21186% 


<•* <f 




L 






END PAGE THREE 
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URGENT 5-16-62 5-06 PM PM CST DC 

TO/DIRECTOR, FBI /29-2S074/ AND 
^ SAC, DALLAS /58-118/ 


FROM SAC, HOUSTON /58-ill 

0 

BILLIE SOL ESTES, ITSP DASH BRIBERY. 

REBUTEL TO DALLAS MAY SIXTEEN INSTANT, HOAIRTEL TO BUREAU 
MAY FOURTEEN LAST ENCLOSING LETTERHEAD MEMO AND HOTEL MAY 
FIFTEEN LAST. 

DALLAS DIVISION REQUESTED TO INSERT THREE ZERO TWO S OF 
HOUSTON DIVIDION WHICH WERE FURNISHED AS ENCLOSURES TO REHOAIRTEL 
INTO REPORT. HOUSTON DIVISION SUBMITTING REPORT CONTAINING 
DATA AS SET' FORTH IN HOTEL TO BUREAU MAY FIFTEEN. 

ESTES MAY HAVE SUICIDAL TENDENCIES, 

END AND ACK 
OK FBI DL MH 

WA FSSSS 7-11 PM OK FBI WA MSL 

.A# 
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Date: 5/15/52 


PLAIN TEXT 

(Type in plain text or code) 


AIRMAIL 


(Priority or Method of Mailing) 


Mr( Tolsoti 

I 

Mr. Mohr 

, Mr, Callfihan_ 
Mr. Conrad — 
s Mr. DeLoach — 

Mr. Evans 

Mr. Malone.— 

Mr. Rosen 

M**. . 

Mr. Tavel 

Mr. Trotter — 

i Tele, Room 

M'gk Holmes^ 
■l Miss Gandy — 


FROlh 
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DIRECTOR, FBI (29-23704) 
LAC, SAN ANTONIO (87-5025) 


BILLIE SOL ESTES 


ITSP - BRIBERY; CONFLICT OF INTEREST 


<?- ,7 


ReButel dated d/ 11/62 regarding the death of 
HENRY MARSHALL at Franklin, Texan, on 6/3/61. 

There are enclosed herewith an original and three 
copies of a letterhead memorandum reflecting investigation 
conducted into this matter. 

All interviews conducted at Frank! i n — Texas . — on 

5/12/62, were condu cted by Special Agents] 

1 The interview wi th I _ lat 

l i'exaa, on 5/14/62, was conducted by SA 

Included with the memorandum are press clippings » 

Also enclosed herewith for the Bureau are^articles 
from the Hearne Democrat , Hearne, Texas, dated 5/4/62, 
5/ll/o2 and from the Bryan Daily Eagle , Bryan, Texas, 
dated 5/11/52 and 5/13/02. The Hearne Democrat is the only 
newspaper of any consequence located in the area of FraricLin, 
Texas . M -> , - r') .j 


0 - Bureau (Enc. 8)^ 
1 - Dallas (Enc. 1), 
1 - Houston (Enc. 1^ 
1 - El Faso (Enc, 1, 
1 - San Antonio 
TGM:eks;mkd \ 

(7) > 
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Approved: 


w* 


Special Agent in^ Charge 

5 7 MAY §1 19(52 
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SA 87-5025 


In addition to the information set out in 
letterhead memorandum concerning the check of the Austin, 
Texas papers, the morgues of the San Antonio daily 
newspapers, the Express and News and the L ight 
were checked, however, no articles could be located around 
‘the time of HENRY MARSHALL’S death. Recent articles dealing 
with the BILLIE SOL ESTES case and the death of HENRY 
MARSHALL were located which have not been forwarded to the 
Bureau but which are available in the San Antonio office. 


As s et forth in San Antonio telet ype to the Bureau 


dated 5/15/62, 

was interv iewed uu 'jy w rj j u£., — ou-uceru-uig une 


MARSHALL . 
is expecte 


c 


HENRY MARSHALL, 
death of HENRY 


\ras not available for interview and 
s/1 6/fiP, Hpon the 


td De interviewed on. 

completion of the interview Witt | a separate 

letterhead memorandum reflecting the interview with 


$ 


kill be submitted to the Bureau. 
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Recent 'articles in two of the; 
state’s daily newspapers -con-4 
cerning the death of Heniy Maz- ; 
shall on Juile y 3;;ift6i at! hls'iarin.’ 
east of -Franklin lias promoted; 
the 1 Robertson County grand itiryj 
to call for anypiie in possession; 
of information which might be 
coriteary to the Verdict Of suicide 
•—rendered by Justice of the Peace 
Lee Farmer to make such facts 
J known* • 1 , 

The articles— one appearing^ in) 
the Waco News-Tribune of April: 
18, 1962 and the Other a day later 
in the Dallas fiiomihg News— re- , 
ported that the U* S. Department 
*’ of Agriculture hdd renewed ^in- 
terest in Marshall’s death 
Max^iali, a program director! 
Specialist in the Texas office of 
Agriculture Stabilization and 
Conservation Service (ASCS) of 
the department was investigating 
* ; transfer^ of cofioa acrO^e. allot- : 
merits in West $exaS at the time 
of his death* according to the 
Larticles: >( 

1 v “ The' W aco -paper’ -saki fa ipoke^ 
j man in Washington referred^ toi 
j information Available, to the; 
: USD A which mdicated Marshall 
Was murdered.. The Dallas paper 
observed that the agency with 
which Marshall was connected 
has as deputy administrator El E* 
Jacobs. Following testimony at ;a ; 


coit lf inquiry into Bilile „Sql] h ^ 

Estes’ dealings with USD A,. «offi- of, Ro-j 

c&is N Jacobs designed; ^ i [bertsOh County, v$exas, having 


’ Kteriry Marshall, of Bryan wasrjv 


.v *~T' t 'had this day' brought to our at-j 


> * ^ t ua . ^ u i -^/-(tention a- statement carried , in 

found by his brother about 1% . _ A .vi 

i- i ssome of the newspapers of this, 

houra after his <toath state, of .and from an unnatoed 

5) bullet wounds, in his ': ch g ; (representative of the U & ^ 
frdni * ,22 caliber rifle. The sin^ jpartmeht of Agriculture in Wash- 
oe c., felati^e toand‘rb- 

*by- ‘the— -Texas Department - -of jgpective to the. death, of Henry 
IPUtflic Safety. |WlK»rt of/tte^e*- .(Marshall in June of 1961 in this 1 
aminatioh stud .'thb ' shots, wefe sCoUnty;. and ’ ■ ' 

(fired $so&’,$\gton placed dgaihst ^H^RSAS* thisjSrknd Jury is; 
(the abdomett. : extremely, anxious 'and . desirous 1 

Both; Sheriff' H6w4.£d-. St^all. ; of & b e pahJment* of Agri- 

and District Attorney Bryto Russ ,^ ltUtSj 6t any su b siaiary ageiit 
(agreed with. Farmer's verdipt • or . 6f m individual, per.' 

;JP feourt when interviewed othfer association. that has 

newsmen. * •, , ; ; ; ia ny knowledge or Credible evi- 

! -A#J^rte4Jn- , da«^<4'e».R«^!!adiice >< pertaining- to or com-i 
;said h6 had .not had any cPntact L^g , the death 6f the - said 

.with; ahyotte m Washington .^fbnry-Marshall, to appear before 
cerning; the<case . and toat theNd^rfe s . boair ana . make Tcnown to the 
.mdicationof any. new interestiffU^ Jury ^ evidence or: 
the base , had come from hews- j f 

( . ^ ' 1 ^HjiNOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RE- ' 

Money s r ^lution,by..th e ^r SO LW by the Grand Jury of 
County ^ iMikobertson County, Texais, ih : 

>? ^ meeting duly ussembied>n this.: 

- Wf. t a- ’ ’» 1.4 4 ;vJhe 30th day of April; A. D* 1962, i 

TK6J?e?elution:as prepared a.M^t j nv itation and request is 1 

mnd 3U ^;^ &a ^Kereby made to anyone having prl 

; r ' knowing any evidence concern- ^ 

| The • State^ Of- pxaS the death Qf Henry Marshall : ! 

I County. Of Robertson . . to .immediately make such facto; 

known to this Grand Jury', Re- j 
ceived and Approved in open 
fcoiirt. John, M.- Barron, Judge. 


I: BILLIE SOL ESTES 

ITSP-BRIBERY 
SA- 87-5025 
BUBILE-2 9-2 8? Olt 

THE HEARNE DEMOCRAT 
HE ARNE , TEXAS 
May 1;, 1962: 
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ers Continue 


Big names and the big deals of Marshall's death by* gunshot : 
Billie Sol Estea continue to « be was ruled suicide by Justice of J 
linked in the nation’s newspapers! the Peace Lee Fariher of Franklin j 
with., the .June, 1961 death of; and he, * Sheriff Howard Stegall j 
Henry . Marshall, an Agriculture^ and Russ have been kept Busy* 
Stabilization and -Conservation; with telephone JnlterWews by re-: \ 
Service program director, on his porters of hewspapersboth inland; i 
farm, near Franklin. . /out of: the state. * , ^ ,; M ( 

, Si Secretary of Agricidturei AU three couhfor^c^icial^: hive 
; Orvill4 Freeman named Marshall | repeatedly, stated - their , belief 
as a ‘‘key figure” in the Estes j that a suicide verdict was 'the 
case;, an .investigator for the U. S. ; only one* that’ could have b^ n 
-Senate subcommittee headed byi rendered; , * . /* /\ h *, 

Senator Johh MOClbllan paid; . Russ* who kept an appointment 
a visit -to Robeftsoii County dis-i with* Attorney General Will^* Wil- 
trict attorney Bryan .Russ earlier: sop. Thursday*' in. Austin dis- 
thisweek; andAttorhey, General cuss the case, said Wednesday. 
Wili Wilson has also made tele-! that no factual information /had 
phone inquiry on the, m atter. ! beeft presented to the Rcfedrtsoh, 

. v \ v> ^ - , . j County grand jury to w c&st- ’doubt. ; 

oh the propr iety of the wprcdqL ; 

Buss said Wednesday /that^ in,/ 
.light of existing facts^ a suicide ) 
verdict is the, only reasonable 

* . h - ■ ■ i ' 

one; • * V 

“All we* have to go oh;”/&Md 
Bus s> “is that Marshall Was iouhd 
dead With five bullet wourids in 
; his abdomen from a bolt-raction; 
,22 caliber rifle found hear the; 
body; indications ffoni .Markings; 
oh the sandy - grbimd that, he/ 
roiled; bled 

fdr a^ut!,fivh ’ Hours before he? 

! ’died; -no foot t ^Hnts/%erby: other'; 
/than his' pwh; h» glasses folded 
neatly ahd pl^chd bn * the seat 
| of 'his pidk-iip; With 

the total' contents 'of ' his pockets : 
‘ inciidiug two T^r^ad^.” * ' 

laboratory : exa^^afion- * of 
Marshall's shirt "showed pbwdfer : 
buriis Mdicathig^ that " the ‘ gi m's < 
mu 2 ^ 1 e was? pre^e^ : 

All untouched •"&&&* Mteh was. 
found. When, the body was/fpund J 
about 6 hi/ theftf-were ihdica^ j 
fions that he ha^^tibeh 'dead only 
an hour. - ^ 


RE: BILLIE SOL ESTEi 

ITSP-BRIBERY 
SA- 87-5025 
Bufile g$-2 87 0U 

THE HE ARNE DEMOCRAT 
Hearne, Texas 
May 11, 1962. 
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RE; BILLIE SOL ESTES 
ITSP-BRIBERI 
SA 87-5025 
BUFILE 29-2870)4 

THE BRIAN DAILY EAGLE 
BRIAN, TEXAS 
May 11, 1962. 








By- MILT HARTSELL 
Eagle City Editor 


.ORE. REASON it’s so difficult ' 
to get to the bottom of Estes’ 
dealings in cotton allotments, 
'■Ereeman Said, is that 'Marshall 
_ the “key figure” in the' case 
is’ “hot alive.” ' . ' * 

’ Robertson County Sheriff 
•'Howard Stegall said earlier this. 
Wfeek that ah agricultural of-; 
ficial Had questioned him about 
B.a^^jossible cohnection between 
^Marshall and Estes. , 

^$;told' him, I thought that 


Texas Attorney General Will Wilson was: scheduled f , . 
i today to personally, step into, the investigation of ■ ifi&r there was np : • connection tie-, 
.mysterious death of Henry Marshall' last War in Robert-; ween Marshal dnd Estes.” Mrs. 


ison 


Wiisori, who has: beeii investi^atiiigK the' 


('Estes _casej wag. io cdfcfer with, Bryan ;Russ> Robert* j '^ll'Sn^hted obi that 
County attorney an Hearne thig afternoon. . fi he agrked'with Farmer’s verdict 

oh what i b 

ney‘ general _ . JJJL, 

bht that it was ixl cbhhecti&h 


with the Marshall case* Marshal! 
was a resident of Bryan at ihet 
tiihe of his death.. , ^ | 

' A veil of secrecy and a mhlti-; 
tUile of unconfirmed ruft\or& Has^ 
surrounded the Marshall case 
since Secretary of Agriculture 
Orville Freeman issued a re* 
cent statement, cohcernitigr^the^ 

, death of the chief of productipnjJ 
adjustment fpr the State 
cultural Stabilization and'Coh.- 
servatiorl Office. - ‘ . 

* Freeman’s statement was- w, 
connection with Estes’ cottp^ 
allotment lease-back arranged], 
ments. 

; Lewis David,, executive dir 
rector of the Agriculture CotK 
' servation an d Stabilization 
.Service here says, that his fer 
J partment -has hbt requested an 
investigation .into the death. of : 

1 3\la r s h all, which occurred in 


!liqt, ah investigator withp the;] 
AS>C, would neither idKim nor 1 
deny that his office is checking: 
iiitd the suicidal shooting Of 
MjatshalL , '* 

- In a telephone conversation- 
witb a- Bryan Daily Eagle-rp** 
.porter, Elliot . said: that f he jwa^ 
in no position tb give out- ahy 
information on the subject.;, “J 
don’t care ta comment oh hhb 
matter,” he says. • - *: 

« Marshall was found dead last 
Sune m .Robertson County with ' 
five bullet wounds iii his abdo- 
men and. his death was. ruled* 
)some time later, as suicidal, by 
Justice* of , the Peace Lee Farm- 
er at feahldih, 

The recent* interest in the 
Case has been stimulated by a- 
statement iss ue d Monday in 
Washington by. Orville Free- i 
•man,, head of ifte USDA. } 


Robertson -CoUnty last year. 
j “I do not know, of any inves- 
ftigation that is being conducted 
lb y pur department at f krs 
jtime,’* he says, David did re- 
port that he; had been informed 
that EEl agerffe apd inembers 
6f a ^congressional investigation 

team ha veb'.een Working in 

| Robertson CoUnty. 


dOn’l ^lpnk he was in a bad 
i ihanci|l Condition.” 

' According to repo r js, 


bie^ 1 rifle which' necessitated 
cpcking the ,guh prior to 
elicit round. . \ 

y$ he sheriff stated thdt p6wd< ! 
bsV + buths were found ort the 
agriculture official’s body, : indi* 
patihg the gun- ntu^ zl e was 
,ptessed against him- for all five 
} shots* The rifle was found hear 
jthe body but a complete set of 
^fingerprints were not obtained^ 
, .ftbih ’the weapon, according, to : 
official sources. 
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Attorney General Wilt Wilsop. right, -views the official records concerning the 
Henry Hi Marshall suicide With Robertson County Attorney Bryan Russ Friday at 
Russ’ office in Hearne; Wilson,, following, a closed session with the Hearne lawyer, 
referred to the suicide verdict as; the “only reasonable’’ explanation concerning, the 
Bryan agriculture official’s death. (Eagle Photo by Gene Dennis.) ^ 
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f' ByMiLT HAltTSEtl» ; , .ffaftritfl • 

, , Eagte City Ediior t j , , tiofas into Billie £ol Estes’ feul- M more ev^c ^ , gb 

’■• ; HEARNE ~ Attorney den- .tka'efet opatat^ns mi|Kt fet^untmg:’’ ' 1 ‘ 

era! Will Wilson tabbed the gey, W blithe ttttter. -J ^tch w e hale to go on,” said 
.getay & MatehaE suicide ]pafea4' - ©je Attorney General .i A^^^a tbufaty attorney,, 
hs “very straageS” “but -went bn jhati % I#®- ^ at i/f p^gViaii was. founds 

to add' that the official verdict .]. agriculture officials for *?cp*k| bullet Wounds iii ! 

, is the otily "reasonable expla- ; involving work, being -cotogWh Sf s a SSU™ 

;hation that h'sis been offered'.” , ed % Marshall bn cairbek rifle feuiid near the 
. ■ Wilson aired his views On the case at the tifne of mark- 

matter here Friday afterhObn; fill’s death** , . gfoUnd that 

following a closed sessioncon- J'All his ^ec,or<ds hpy rolled bled and suffered in 

. ference with Bryan Russ, ROB- ; classified as confidential fi . . j A about five hours be- 

er.tS6n County Attorney. . ; added and wCnt V fflot prints 

« Immediately after conferring. ; his attehpterhave hear fcfe , 0 Wh; -his} 

for almost ah hour -With Russ >. C essfUl thus far. SSl“and -p&cedj 

at his private law offices hero, iLsoN , ^ DIDN’T iSdicatO.L^the,slat of his pick-Up. truck- 
, Wilson conducted a short press W officials from his ofHaiongWith .the total contents ofj 
> conference. rnar a y y x ; ^ . x _ 1^. a razors 


i * i , . V That he was. cuuuwa au^,y - Wll&VXL -r -- 

; ? ial wIu $L ^motivation behind the shooting;, following the stop here to son 4 * 

termed as suicide fivg days Mtr|jmgiva wi th &, work on the Estes base. 

. er as a very strange, base * ^ rg ’ - 0 j. to . the Attofliefc; £ e had been in Jacksonville for 
■many ways* ■ . 7 f^ pr ipral’s' arrival issued the- hfuheral earlier in- the day and. 

He made reference to ’the tact: ctoShtt ' . - iSed to* confer With RUsse^. 

.that -*°'‘All creditable evidence at ;jSmte hack to the capita^T^ 

, five times, with-a-.holt -action 22-- r"S‘ time 3' 1961 

r - caliber riflft Wtoch^equirod **, ;jg £X |y° afterward led to! ‘ 

. cockihg after each sh ot, .__] gff: "^gg of suicide .and:' 

’ • “It is Very difficult to ‘con-,; we are s till of that opinion and 

helve a m^ shbottog himself i 'hghef. * ■ . . 

;five times, 1 ' jsaid the Attorney «And we have not fotoid ' ; 

!(3eiibral Uh incideht which hfe further evidence- that wbuld in,- > 

-later <d&s&&3$ "as '-'very ilh-i '.^jcate otherwise,” he continued!.: ’ 
plausible.” ■ ' ‘ Russ advanced several, . 

■Speaking iri deliberate man- . theories as to the motivatioit 
ner, the jUilgb said thafeyhd |. 0 >,^ d the suicide plot. 


wiuc ib j.iiipj.ctuaik/j.c uut wiai- (Marsnany nau. u^cu' „< 

indication of -arty assassination^ ;Russ a dded that inforhlation ? 
is u even more implausible;^ shotvOd that Marshall ‘had; a . 

“it doesn’t have the earmarks iJmot on hj s head “which he ’be? - 
of a^ hired kiilihg,^ he added as ^ eve d to be cancer:’’ He also' ; 
he told tjba :grotip that the sui- " discussed reports that friends* 
cide verdict is the most reason- ; associates had classified , ; 


he told tjha :grotip that the sui- 
cide verdict is the most reason- 


' wuc vciuiui ua me iuuou icuouu- i and associates iiau , 

able explanation in view of all Marshall’s actions during, the*' < 

; the evidence that he had re- , wee ks prior to his death as ^ 
> reived from the official reports « ver y strange.” . a | ; 

4 ih Russ’ iiles. ; * Russ, in femphasiziiig his* t 

; « ON THE MATTER of further J sta na on the matter, believes ’ - 
■ iiiyestigation into the shooting,, ; suicide verdict is correct 
I Wilson stated “I have no siig- M R e added, “If we are ; mis- 
.gestibns ior the officials here., 1 ^ a ken about this nobody; \ 
There is nothing to^ investigate ^tits to know more than we t , 
that they haven’t /investigated ^ 0 -» jje invited- anyone that ^ 
so far.”* , , might have any constructive - 5 

| He said the case Wp^ld r ^* l ; leads ih the inatter to contact ; 
|main: dprmant until further ev>) ;jjlm " - 

tdence ^ either voluntary or? \r - - T 

“ c 


ill 


In Reply, Please Refer to 
File No. 


• • 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 

federal bureau of investigation 

San Antonio, Texas 
May Vj, 1952 


BILLXE SOL ESTES 
INTERSTATE TRANS FORT ATX OH OF 
ST OLA A PROPERTY - BRIBERY 


On Hay 12, 19-52, HOWARD STEGALL, Robertson County 
Sheriff, Franklin, Texas, ad vised that at approximately 6;OC 
or 6:30 p.m. on June 3j 1951 ,| 


to HENRY I-I. MARSHALL, contacted him at Franklin, Texas, anc 
advised him that he had found MARSHALL on MARSHALL ‘ s farm 

near Fran!:3_Ln Texas, and that MARSHALL had been shot, and 

was dead. 1 requested that STEGALL contact MARSHALL'S 


1 

|i?exas, and ; 

advise 


eatn. nr . STZGAXL advised that 

1 1 


front of the house | 

car and before he had time c 

said, !! 0h, h e has gone and d 

he then told p 

talking about, at which time 


_ |and as he drove up in 
I came out of the house to his 
'dime ‘co ’cell her about her husband she 
and, d one it." Mr . STEGALL stated that 
I b hat he did not know what she was 
h time I lagaln remarked.. 


"Oh, he has done it and I know who caused it, 

Mr. STEGALL stated t hat this indica ted to him that 

even though he had not advised of her husband's 

death she knew by his presence that her husband had committed 
suicide. Hr. STEGALL also explained the latter statement 
concert \hn ««vr'in <* that Hr . tia'RSHaT.T. had 

loanedl 1 1 — 

■-! orq-e money and because of financial difficulties 
had been unable to repay Hr. MARSHALL. Hr. STEgall 
s uu. bj-.i il ha t because of this there had been some ill feeling 
between the| I but nothing which 

would and 1 cate any ftun oiav or muruerT Hr. STEGALL stated _ 
that his impress a on of statement was definitely 

to the effect that she 'Chdugho ottu ner husband had committed 


tj ■ 1 

• I _ 






s 
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BILLIE SOL ESTMS 


suicide because of| 

had harmed Mr. MARSHALL. 


and not that 



Mr. STLGALL then told 

death and told her that he did no'c know wncrc cause a rc, rnac 


he nad not been opt -fr.iva.-v> as LLa i 

he then picked up 

fche three of them, STLGALL. 

started out to MARSHALL’ s farm. — snort m 

F,-ani-,;Tvn e.n route to the farm, they met] 

br.^JSV S.?flRRHflT.T. . u'rtrtVrt fcK'* .r v'r.r 


-that 
— Land 


"I can’t see why ho did it because I know 

wouldn't give him any reason to do it . n 1 

Mr. STEGALL also stated that | remarked 

that they had been trying to keep someone with MARSHALL at 
all times, indicating to him that they thought there was a 
possibility of MARSHALL'S committing suicide. Mr. STMGALL 
stated that then the four of them went on to MARSHALL’S farm. 

Upon arriving at Mr. MARSHALL'S farm ’which is 
located about 10 miles north of Franklin, Texas , at about 
6:30 or 7:00 p.m. , which was near dusk, Mr. STLGALL stated 
that he immediately looked for car tracks going into the 
area where Mr. MARSHALL’S picaup truck was located. He stated 
that the weeds were approximately knee high in that area and 
he could see no car tracks leading into the area other than 
the tracks made by Mr. MARSHALL ' s pickup truck. Mr.. STLGALL 

& J nn J r.&rl lzha±. rmnn ft \r', Liu 1AA t /vT in in! - 




to place Mr. MARSHALL’S body in an ambulance to return him 
to Franklin, Texas. 


contacted 


STRGALLsaid that from intervieiying relatives he 
lat on the mnrninp- nf .Tune 3, 1961, HSNRY MARSHALL 

drove from their home at 
cas. r.o i<'ra,n:nm, Texas, where Mr. MARSHALL left 

Mr. MARSHALL was to return for 
approximately 4:00 p.m. that aft ernoon . l-Jhen h e 
>tn-pn a t approximately 4:00 p.m.,|~ — ~~j 

land requested him to go to the farm to look 

isband as she thought *-*•>•■ nst K-a. twohi? 

then advised MARSHAL! 


iso went to the farm to look fa 

r> HFTTOV MARRHATT, and al so 

Lpicked up a man by the name ol| 



RSA at Franklin, Texas, and he and I 


went to 


Tarm looking for MARSHALL, where they found him dead,. 
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BILLIE SOL ESTES 


investigation at the place where MARSHALL’S body was found, 
the statements made by MARSHALL’S relatives to the effect that 
they thought there was a possibility that MARSHALL might 
commit suicide and the results of the examinations by the 
Texas Department of Public Safety Laboratory, there was not 
then, nor is there now, any doubts in his mind but that 
MARSHALL committed suicide. He also said that although there 
have been rumors recently to the effect that MARSHALL might 
have been murdered, no one has come up with any evidence to 
this effect. 


flr.r.nrrH no- fc 


Q STEGALL, shortly after MARSHALL’ s 
death, | ame to him on several different occasions 

to get mm to change the ruling on MARSHALL’S death from "death 
by gunshot - self inflicted" to "death by gunshot - bv pe rsons 
unknown . " He stated that he finally told l I that 

he would not consider such a thing and subsequently she hired 
Judge W. S. BARON of Bryan, Texas, to reopen the case. Judge 
BARON also contacted him regarding getting the ruling changed, 
but STEGALL refused to do so as the circumstances did not 
justify it . 


b6 

b7C 


STEGALL advised that several days ago| 

Captain, Texas Rangers, Department of Public Safety, "Waco, 
Texas, came to Franklin, Texas, and took possession of the 
.22 caliber bolt action rifle which rifle was found near 


b6 

b7C 


MARSHALL'S body. 

Mr. STEGALL 

. stated 

that 

thi s rj fie 

_had 

been returned tol 


shortly after Mr. 

MARSHALL'S 

death at 


request. 

STEGALL 


thf 


and empty .22 


so far as he knows 
rifle shells are in custody of 
of Robertson County. 

STEGALL stated that after MARSHALL’S body was 
returned to . Enankl i m Texas, by the Riddle Funeral Home, he 


recontacted who requested that the body be 

turned over tu uie uaj.±uway and Jones Funeral Home of Bryan, 
Texas. He stated that same night the Calloway and Jones 
Funeral Home came to Franklin, Texas, and picked up MARSHALL’S 
tody. Mr. STEGALL was not aware of the exact date of 
MARSHALL'S funeral nor where he was buried. 


b6 

b7C 


STEGALL advised that although MARSHALL owns a farm 
at Franklin, Texas, he has not resided there for many years 
but has resided at Bryan, Texas, where he was employed by the 

- 4 - 
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United 

little 

rumors 

ties. 

motive 


Department of Agriculture . He stated that 
noun of his personal life, hut there have been 
IIAESIIALL and his '..die have had marital difficul- 
l-Io \as of the opinion that this might have been the 
for MARSHALL'S 


States 


is 
that 


suicide . 

a a \ 


Texas . advised that he has 


Robert snn 

been 


nnnni-.v. i^anmn. 


of 


attorney and that one 
is to hold inquests at 
attendance at the time 
not required to call in 


Ho stated t hat ha is not an 
his duties as l 
deaths where physicians are noc m 
of the death. He stated that 
a doctor unless he desire 


he is 
to do so. 


advised that on June 3 , 1961, be^een 

6 rOO and '( :00 p.m. he was notified by Mr. HOWARD STAG ALL, 
Robertson County Sheriff, that HENRY II. MARSHALL' s body had 
been found on his farm which was located some 10 miles north 
of franklin, Texas. He stat ed that he w as advised that MARSHALL 
had been sh j r> '‘~ QKir ^ •mqm ri^ari I Ista ted that the 

Sherif f and pARSEALL, came 
by hisl 
him up 1 


CUJU roc (TTTr 


jiouse at approximately Y :00 p.m. and picked 
e of them started toi i g 


HENRY 

at which t-ime they stop ped ana aavised 
wnz nau happened . 


Shortly after leaving Franklin they met 
MABRHAUl 


Sheriff ‘ s car, into the back scab wren | 


ro 

to 

n. 

v m umi c* 

L___, 

sfaceu l 


ft hen go t into the 
and the 

remarked 


he did "not see whv HENRY Clid To 


r emar ke d , 1 1 i cnought 


t-f- 


I would have gone with him. 1 

presumed by this statement that 


ILatated that he 

| and other members 


of the family thought that the re was a poss ibility that Mr. 
MARSH ALL might commit suicide . | | stated that on the 

from the farm after they had chndftcted their investi- 


gation. 


told him that he knew that HENRY 


MARSHALL had a bad heart but never thought that he would 
do that, indicating committing suicide. 


/ 


b6 

b7C 


b6 

b7C 
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BILLIB SOL BSTBS 


b6 

b7C 


advised that from the family’s state- 
ments to the effect that they thought there was a possibility 
of MARSHALL ’ s committing suicide , the evidence found at the 
scene, and as there was nothing to indicate otherwise, he 
was definitely of the opinion that it was a case of suicide . 
He stated, however, that he did not rule on the death imme- 
diately, but considered it for several days and when nothing 
to the contrary was developed, on June 12, 1961 , he ruled 
“Death by gunshot, self-inflicted . 41 


advised that late that same night some- 
one from the funeral home at Bryan, Texas, called him and 
told him that the FBI was at the funeral home checking and 

- 6 - 
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BILLIE SOL F3TBS 


talcing photographs of Mr. 
wan tod to come to Bryan, 
did not say anything about" 
MARSHALL was murdered 
that he could see no reason 
I stated that he later 
checking and tn'A-l 


MARSHALL and they wondered if he 
stated that the caller 
navmg reason to believe that Mr. 
and, therefore , he told the lndl F' ld H al 


. p ni| £ 


the 
but was 
Safety. 


of HMZ 


of 


the 

the 


for his coming to Bryan, 
learned that the individual doing 
photographs was not an FBI Agent, 
Texas Department of Public 


M3SM 


|advised that _ 
i,i,. na me to him twd ur — t/UJL ' ge — ujnuga xuj-xuwJ ng 


asking him to change his ruling from 
death by gun shot - self-in flicted. He stated that each 
time he toldf | that there was no evidence to 

justify such a Change . — He stated that she finally became 
so persistent that he asked her why she .wanted it changed, 
if there were some insurance involved, at which time she 
said that she wanted it changed as she did not want her son 
J. -.n gr-nw — mp knowing that his father had killed himself. 


stated that as there was no evidence to indicate 
otherwise, ' he refused to change his original ruling in the 
matter. 


reflect that MARSHAL 
not reflect the date. 
SOL BSTBS matter came 


stated that the records of his office 
, was buried at Franklin, Texas, but does 
He also 


u'o and the 


involvement 
case before 


advised that after the BILLIR 
rumors concerning ILiRSIlALL's 

the 
Jury 


took 


with BSTBS started floating around 
the Robertson County Grand Jury, which Grand 


they 


saw no reas on to change the original ruling in this 
stated that the Grand Jury did, however, 
possession of information which might 
of suicide in this case to make such 


anyone 
to the 


navlng 

verdict 


case . 
call for 
be contrary 
facts 


mown to the authorities who could investigate the matter 


On May 12, 1952, 

of the Riddle Funeral Home at Franklin, Texas, advised at 
approximately 6:30 p.m. on June 3 > 1951, he received a call 
from HOWARD STBGALL, Robertson County Sheriff, Franklin, 


Texas, who told him that they needed an am bulance 


ilO 

he would come by the funeral home and that| 

f Ol 1 ow . M rn bn -hhfi plane whore Mr. HBNR.Y MARSHALL'S 

stated that Mr. STB GALL came by 


found . 


iind that 
^ could 
body was 
the funeral 


b6 

b7C 


b6 

b7C 


b6 

b7C 


b6 

b7C 
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k-> 


horns 


tf>f?p>thr>r t 


□n mzzsE 


ithi 


Este mmi[ 


] ana ne 


cnaiii out on the highway east or Franklin, Texas. 

I stated that they had gone only a short distance when 

I I-limiY MARS HALL . He 

got into the car 


cnoy Met; 

stated that they stopped and _ 

the Shari f f Ha stated '"cnar wnen uney stopped and 


with 


Sheriff 

>1 T I, 


told 


'me- 


that IlSMPi 


i_that 1 SM 
stated t 
« MARSHAI 


what had happened, MARSHALL re: 

hOUld havi stayed with him today." | 

that from MARSHALL'S statement he presumed 
MARSHALL had committed suicide. 


the 

marked. 


MARSHALL* k 


t arm mix 

north of F ranklin. Texa 
they found 


tated that they they proceeded to 
h was located approximately 10 miles 


I-Ie stated that up on arriving there 


JftiA J2± Emnkl i n 


iwauw 4 vvuv. 

1 TvTAi- 


Jt SlL Uk LL 


[state 

'a 'Gnat; une snerxrr 


determined that MARSHALL was dead, 
when they arr-ived MARSHAT.TWs body was ar/i 


to look for MARSHALL, 
and the Justice of the 
t he area aft er having 

stated that 


warm and apparent ly 



| | stated that in Mr. MARSHALL'S truck 

on the seat on the driver's side were his watch, his glasses, 
a box of .22 shells with several missing, all stacked in a 
neat pile. 


o 

o - 

b6 

b7C 


b6 

b7C 


b6 

b7C 


b6 
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d on his left side. 


placed the hand ov^r th^ rmnn 

stated that after | I and HOWARD STRGALL, 

had coriipleted their investigation, he loaded 
body into his ambulance and drove it back to the Riddle 
Funeral T-Tome . , He stated that Mr. STBGALL advised him that 


the Sheriff, 
MARSHALL r s 


wanted the Calloway-Jones 
to pick up Mr. MARSHALL'S 
that in view of this, 
Fran klin. Texas, he left Hr. MARSHALL' s 


Funeral 


Bryan, 
Bryan . 


Texas , 

He stated 


until] 
arrived 
chat when 
Funeral 
Riddle ambula 
fer to Bryan 
the body he an 


Home at 
body and take it to 
after arriving in 
body in the ambulance 


l >f the Calloway-Jones Funeral Home 
I p Frank! In at approx:! note! y 9:00 p.m. He stated 

arrived in Franklin at the Riddle 
Home mey transfe rre d Mr. MARSHALL'S body from the 
a •’rn tha i n way -Jones ambulance for trans- 

— i |stated that while transferring 

- t [examined Mr. MARSHALL'S body at which 

time they saw the five bullet wounds on the left side 


anf^ 

andf 


left 


of Mr. 


MARSHALL'S abdomen. 


. st , 

to Bryan,' Texas, ne carledl 


1 


tori that shortly after 


phone and asked him fnr £hk zsrssr. 
at Franklin, Texas. 


got 

Jby long-distance tele- 
TJT che J ustice o f the Peace 


bated that 


b6 

b7C 


b6 

b7C 


told him that 


he thought that it was a case of murder and wanted toi 


with the Justice of the Peace . 


stated that 


did not indicate to him why he thought lb was murder . 




after 


Sb£ 


max 


ar.nn 

Mr . MARSHALL'S death J 
hnrnp nnd t alked to him for some time. 


a nnrnx~/.mately 

ame by 


a month 
the funeral 


b6 

b7C 


He stated that 

[bold him that she thought that her husband was 
murdered out did not give any reason why she thought so. 
stated, however, that ] | did give him several 

reas ons why Mr. MARS HALL would not commit suicide. He said 
that I b old him that Mr . MARSHALL was in good 

financial shape, that he had a good ^ob, and did not have 
any reason to commit suicide. She stated that he loved his 


I-Ie 


and there 


wanted someone to 
he told 


was no reason for his committing suicide 
stated that it appeared tn him than 


‘'si de 11 
I that 


wi^ 


where Mr, MARSHALL was 
appeared to 
stated that 


th her. 
from his 
found and of 


stxicuu cnai 

observation of "the place 
Mr. MARSHALL'S body it 
him that Mr. MARSHALL had committed suicide. He 
is still his opinion that MARSHALL committed 


it 


- 9 - 
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suicide in view of the way he saw things at the scene — the 
neat arrangement of Mr. MARSHALL’S personal items in the seat 
of his truck, the powder burns on Mr. MARSHALL'S shirt, and 
the way the body was found. 


On I.Tnv TP. 1 Q.fp 

L 



P- 

ewad, aavisea 


June 3, 196I, 
1961, and loo 1 .! 


but did 
:ed the scene 


go 


out 


obtain any infor mation whi eh 

than a suicide, j 

was Mr. MARSHALL 1 s habit to 


to MARSHALL'S 
over to determine 


Robertson County 
that he did not 
y was found on 
farm on June 4 , 
if he could 


would indicate 
stated that he 
visit his farm at 


anything other 
that it 
Franklin, 


knows 


of 


the day 


Texas, every Saturday and that he spent most 
working on his farm. He stated that thoir investigation 
revealed that on this particular Saturday, although I t was 
earl y in the afternoon, for some unknown reason 
" lecame worri ed about her husband and contacted 
- 1 1 nor) vr>n~ rW-.^r] that he 


still 


ana 10 ox ror 
his opinion. 


MARSHALL. 

indicated that 


go 


to 


about MARSHALL ’ 8 committing suicide . 


her 

the farm 

nrhn r: jd that this, in 

was probably worried 


b6 

b7C 
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SlLLIJ SOL iZSTRS 


advised that 


Ifcold him 


that IMJEY MARSHALL had had several heart attacks and 

- - * ~ M < .1 ‘1 — ! *1 % O 


was in ill health and that he also had a knoc on xixs 
hack w hich he thought was cancer. I beared 

also told this same thing to|_ 


"btai 


y A lie p 4n rr tM ©n i oi Public Safety d*fc Bx*ysxn 7 Tcx&&j buc 
that 1 1bo\7 denies having told either ox thee thx/ 


In O W UVAAAVM i,AW»w **lg ,, 

^ advised that ho knows ox his own kctowloogo — 

that kakSHALL had had se veral heart attacks. | 

also advised that I I told him that the .22 rifle 

which was found near MARSHALL* s body was the same rxxle 
which MARSHALL always carried with him. 


. also adviced that it is strictly a 

rumor , but that he has heard that MARSHALL and his vile 
were having marital difficulties which could ho a motive 
for his suicide. 


advised that on the morning of June 4, 
1931, the only piece of evidence he found at the scene 
was an canty .22 shell which he found near the scene 
where MARSHALL'S body was found. He scared chat he ^ent 
this empty shell together with two empty shells which he 
fired from the rifle found at the scone co che Department 
of Public Safety at Austin, Texas, and their examination 
of these three empty shells revealed that they were all 
fired from the same gun. 


also advised that they sent MARSHALL* s 
Ur. -t-hra i lidna-rtnont of Public Safety Laboratory 


b6 

b7C 


b6 

b7C 


b6 

b7C 


b6 

b7C 


b6 

b7C 


b6 

b7C 


whore MARSHALL 


other cars had been in the area. 


.stated that his examination of the area 
body was found did not reveal that any 


, advised that since the n BXLLIH SOL ^ 

SSTA3’* matter has come up there have been a number of 
rumors to the effect that MARSHALL might have been 
killed because of his connect ion with 23TAS , but there 
has been absolutely no evidence to this cxxec c curned 
over to then. He stated that the ohcrxxf ^ Oxxxce x^ 


1 1 
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BILLIE SOL ESTES 


still open for any type of evidence which might indicate 
murder, rather than suicide, and that any facts will be 
investigated. 

— _ — j On May 14 , 1962 ,| | Robertson Coun ty 

I Hearns Texas amr-tnaon tw.t u ig his opinion 

xnaz [ and HOWARD 

STEGALL, b H er in of Robertson, County, conducted a very . 
thorough investigation into the death of HENRY MARSHALL 
and he is thoroughly in ragreement with -their verdict" 

of suicide.J | advised that he did not conduct 

any investigati on into the matter himself, but, after, 
reviewing with l and STEGALL t he facts of the case, 

/he is in accord with their verdict. | |also 
. advised th a t rm . . Tun a 2 — iftfil .he talKea personally with 

I HENRY MARSHALL, who told 

him that MARSHALL had, been acting strangely for several 
weeks preceding his death, told him that MARSHALL 

had heart tro uble and had a bed in his office where he 
rested daily. I I also told him that MARSHALL had a 

knet.cn his back which he r MARSHALL, thought was cancer. 

|also tol<| | that MARSHALL had made the 

remars to him that ne naa Jbetter g et the cemet ery lot 
clean ed off as they would need it. I [also told 

\ I that on several occasions recently Marshall had 
taken him to some ^feeder pens” where he feeds his cattle 
on his farm, for ho apparent reason other than the fact 
that MARSHALL might have been contemplating-suicide at 
that spot and that when :he ,diri poiahow up] [would 
know where to locate him. | | stated: that it was near 

the "feeder pens" where they found MARSHALL'S body. 


| stated 
sent an 


sfyan 


l exas 


a change. 


facts 


not justify such 


I Ldvised that two empty ,22 shells fired 

from the gun found near MARSHALL'S body was sent to the 
Department of Public Safety Laboratory at Austin, Texas, 
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. : ' 1 [also, advised that | J of- 

the. Texas Department of Public Safety at Bryan , Texas, 
tpok photographs of MARSLHALLls body on. June 3, 1 961. 

copies of ' which were in| | possession but | • 

advised that iii his way of thinking these photographs 
did not reveal anything unusual. , 

~~^ dylsed that, he interviewed employees, 
of -the u. S . Department of Agriculture at Bryan who 
advised him that the D. S. Department Of Agriculture 
was considering retiring Mr*. MARSHAT.I. at the time of 
his death. because of ill health, 1 | stated that he 

Understands t ha t . MARSHALL wasaware of this. , 




BILLIE SOL ESTES 


advised that several days ago Captain 
of the Texas Rangers at Waco, Texas, 


picked up the empty shells .and the ,22 caliber bolt-action 
rifle which belonged to MARSHALL and these are presently 
in his custody . He Stated that he understands that 
Captain| picked these up at the request of HOMER 

GARRISON, Director of the Department of Public Safety, 
Austin. 


advised . also that on Friday , . May 11 , * 
1962 , Texas Attorney General WILL WILSON Came by his 
office at Hearne, Texas, and reviewed instant case with 
him and agreed with him that t.he only reasonable verdict 

in this case was suicide . I | stated that the only 

other investigation Mr. WILSON suggested in this case 
was possibly looking into the financial background of 
MARSHALL in an effort to determine whether or not he 
might possibly have received a considerable amount of 
money at one t.-ime, indicating a possible bribe taken 
from BILLIE SOL ESTES, 
not intend to make any 



stated that he does 
estigation in this 


regard, but does plan bn making some discreet inquiries. 


He further stated that, in his opinion, MARSHALL 
committed suicide and there is no evidence or any reason 

there has . never 


t 


to indicate otherwise. According to__ 

been any mention made by any MARSHALL* s relatives to; 
the effect that they think there might possibly be. any 
connection between MARSHALL and ESTES. 
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' • ' * . . • 
’ * : • y.i 


• . -..AT AUSTIN. TEXAS' . 

/ . ••••-: r — :v i 1 ., , >. •' 

:'v.. .' The following investigation was conducted by • - . 

SA GEORGE W„ H. - CARLSON?- . •' /V'; Y 

:• Ori' Mky 14/ 1962, Cpi.:' HOMER; GARRISON, Director, . 
Department 'of.Public. Sfet-y, Austin, Texas,, informed that 'the 
T-ejxaS Department' of Public- Safety was, not asked to .conduct 
Sny investigation at the .-time of HENRY ■'•' MARSHAL '* s death, . 
Col*- GARRISON- stated that the.Department of Public Safety, 
did hot have any reason to suspect, that there was' anything’-/ - ; 
other than suicide* He stated that ;.he recalled : the .. Department 
of Public Safety Laboratory, did make some . examination and 
this information is. available to: the -FBI.'-. Col, GARRISON . ■ 

said that in view of. information ^developed in .connection ", 
with ESTES case -about' Mav 7. .19 62, . he Instructed Captain;. „• 

| | Waco, Texas; to "ldok . ■ - • . 

into, the; situation at prantclin, Texas*',-.' Col. GARRISON 
Jstatad—ihat he has not qanai vari any ipf privation from Captain 


, b6 
' : b7C 


^concerning Capt'J 
Of HENRY H." MARSHALL. 


inquiry into, the death 



:;i-b6 

b7C 


■ Mr . TISDALE saiid ' that no. Other examination was 
..' conducted by., the -Department of Public "Safety at. the -request- 
.of- Sheriff, or anyone- else* .' •' T / . ; v - - 
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The following investigation was conducted by ' 


AT AUSTIN. TEXAS 


b6 • 
b7C 


A ' review of the : Austin American and Austin Statesman 
newspapers on May .14, 1965, . revealed the following, articles:'. . 

Article from the- Austin American d ated Tuesday, 

June 6, 1961, page one, under Bryan dateline* AP Wire Service: 

: "FARM CHIEF FOUND SLAIN NEAR BRYAN” : •; r 

. ‘ ’’Farm- Expert HENRY H.. MARSHALL./ 52* : was* found shot' 
to. 'death Saturday on his farm near; Franklin. Five bullet • 

wounds were in his abdomen and Justice; of Peace withheld • 
a vertict Monday. ■.-* . ‘ ■>’ 

•• ’’MARSHALL was Chief of the Production Adjustment 
Section of the State Agriculture Stabllzation and Conservation 
Committee, a job. he. had held sixteen years. . 

” He was responsible under the State Committee for ..: 
administration: of acreage allotments and marketing programs 
for cotton, wheat/ peanuts, rice, tobacco, sugar beets and ... - : 

the new 1951. Federal Grains Program. V •' 

■ ' : ' ’’Justice of. the Peace LEE FARMER said art investigation 
still is in progress and that he could give only a r tentative 
ruling "of the death by.: gunshot wounds of .undetermined sources.’’. 

Article . from the. Austin Statesmanj .dated Tuesday, •, ’ ; 

June 6, 1961, Bryan dateline, AP Wire Service, page thirteen; 

'"FARM- CHIEF SHOT DEAD AT BRYAN" . .-. v . / 

"HENRY H^ MARSHALL j 52 - years oid. Chief- of the . 
Production Adjustment Section of the Agriculture Stabllzation'. 
and .Conservation Committee was. shot to death Monday. 


-.16 r 


-j v 
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"A verdict in the case was withheld by Justice 
of the Peace T.F.K FARMER- until an investigation is completed. 

"MARSHALL drove with his eleven year old son, . 
DONALD, to the fa.rm. He . left the boy at the farm house. 

When he did not return, he called his mother who went 
to the farm with a relative and found the body. v .; 

"MARSHALL was responsible for administration 
of acreage allotments and marketing programs -for 
cotton, wheat, peanute, rice, tobacco, sugar beets and 
the 1961 Federal Grains Program." 




Five Wounds In Stomach 



' l 
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F liner al services for Mr. Mat- \ 


J Henry H. Marshall, 52: was 
| found: dead in the woods neat 
i Franklin on one Ofhis farms Sat- 
■: day with five bullet Wounds in 
- his stomach. Sheriff Howard Ste- 
; gait and his deputies are still in- 
vestigating the death. 

• : Justice of the Peace Lee Par- 
met said the wounds were made 
by ;22, calibre bullets but that 
since the investigation was in- 
complete he could only give a 
; tentative ruling Of “death by gun- 
-shot woUnds. from undetermined 
:sdutces:” 

. THE BODY OF Mr. Marshall 
was iound by L. M. Owens* a 
i pephew of Mrs. Marshall. (Mem- j 
hers of the family are quoted as 
saying that Marshall was in poor 
; health and subject to depression, 
i the sheriff said.) * j 

j Mr. Marshall had driven to his 
} farm north of Franklin in a pick- 
-up, taking his; 11 -year- old son, 
i Donald, With him. He left the son 
; at a fatm house’ before driving; 

to the pasture and when he failed 
| ’ return by 4 p. m. to pick up 
the son the search began. 


:shall Were held at the First Me- * 
.thodist Ghurch of Bryan- Monday > 
ht 2 p. in; with the Rev. Morris ! 
House officiating* Burial; was in 
■thfe Frahklin Cemetery. Assisting *; 
fin the funeral services was the 
;Rev. D; Townes Windham^ * 
i MR. MARSHALL was-bbrn in : ! 
(Franklin on December fljf* 1909. lt 
(He had been a resident of Bryan i 
ior 19 years arid With the XL S. ] 
jDepartment of Agriculture for 26 ( j 
years; < 

In 1958 Mr. Marshall Was hon- [ 
bred by state ASd officials with | 
an Outstanding Performance ( 
Award. He received additional * 
recognition for bus work in 1959 
when he received the- federal ag- 
riculture departments Superior 
Service AWard Which was pre- ; 
sented by the Secretary of Agri- 
culture in Washington, D: C. * 
Survivors include his wife, *! 
Sybil Owens Marshall) arid the ;• 
son of Bryan; a brother, Robert ! 
Marshall of Franklih; and a Sis- j 
ter* Mrs; Sneed Bonner, of Frank- < 
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I a ' By THOMAS TURNER 
jCenfeal TexasBureaU of The Newj 
l fimteLIN, Texas— No fiction 
fa| plot has ever hosed more j 
'questions than the death of 
j' capable government of-, 

| ficial named’ Henry Harvey Mar- 
I shall. 

j There are nidre answers; than 
‘ there -are questions, which only 
i makes matters worse. Peoples 
dose to the situation give sincere 
: — and' conflicting views* The 
: Safee persons sometimes give dif- 
. -fererit answers on different days, 

; The two main questions about 
thi death of the Veteran U.S; De r j 
jpartment of Agriculture officfal 
fere simply: Did he commit sui- 
Ipide,, as three conscientious elec- ! 

1 tiv^ officials* insist or was he; 
killed? J I 

Each of those central questiojis 
brings up two other prove cat we 
ones: If it was suicide, was it ror| 
personal reasons, or did it have! 
anything -to do with the tangled 
cotton-allotment affairs of Billie; 
Sol’ Estes? If it was murder, was 
it a- local affair or did it have any 
connection with Marshall's USDA 


: FROM THE MOMENT Mar-i 

' shall’s, brother-indaw, L. M. Ow- j 
| ens- of Franklin; found the body | 

t * Marshall's; 12, 000-acre ranch , 
it 6 pm. Saturday last June ’ 
ere was some natural debate 
the death. 

e reason for that Is' simple— 
i Marshall died from five bullet 
I holds in his body. His .22 caliber 
riflfe lay nearby, k is 7-shot bulk* ( 

; action gun;; each time it’s fired 1 
; 5t*S necessary to Taise up a round 
; knbb on the right side, slide 
; back* slide, it forward* then push 
it down again. 

After the funeral, and Justice 
of the Peace Lee Earmarks ver- , 
i diet oh suicide, .talk about the 1 
lease simmered down. Then Billie! 

,, §°T Estes*' fantastic financial fi- i 
aglmgs^ erupted- and the matter 
; ( f questionable Cbttbn-acreage al 1 
1 itments was drought. oUt. Henry: 
i Marshall’s name rand fate became 
aii issue again* ‘ 


AT FIRST, there were only 
f ague reports that as the-man in ' 
charge of the USDA’s acreage ah 
Jbtment program: in * Texas, as ? 
well’ as other programs* Marshall: 
had teem Investigating allotments) 
in West Texas; at the time -of his 
death; T^iWanuaryj. 1961* -he 1 had 
conferred: with Estes^or HiS-iepre- , 
sentatiVes,. some reports say. 

Several days; agd- Secretary-. bf| 
Agricultbre -Oiwille vFreeman, ;ah 
a press fconferenbecalied id deny? 
That , Estes -AvCr received; any; 
USDA favoritism, Tet drop aril 
intriguing fact, -f ’ : ■ 

No one is quite sure just what, 
instructions county* officials re-* 

* Cfived regarding Estes’ transfer 
cl acreage allotments- tp -his own 5 
use, said - Freeman,, because, -the 
cpy map \whd;. would: definitely 
know is. Henry* Marshall; 

That!s why/;the ; controversial 
Suicide verdict is being re-exam- 
ined. It Is, quietly,, .being, probed 
by a .mass of agencies: The 
USDA,. U.S. Sen. McClellan’s sub- 
committee; the FBI, t Texas Fans- 
ers and newspapers from, -here t > 
New York., v 

A FRANKLIN CdUNW grail 
jury, is not actively investigating, 
but it has .issudd a strgngpleafor j 

* anyone with any useful -informa- ; 
tidn td present \t.‘ t ■* 

Marshall was kom ; ah\old, Re- 
spected Robertson .County family. 
Mien he died, he was: Slv years 
olffl plus five months. He had : 
lived In Bryan" 19 years; Fpr 16 j 
years he was chief -of thV produc- J 
tion adjustment section •ofrrihS'* 
State Agricultural Stabilization [ 
and Conservation Service CASES).. , 
His boss in Washington, at his * 
death,- was Emeiy -E. Jacobs, ! 
deputy administrator. Jacobs rfe- j 
signed as the’ result, of early! 
Estes case disclosures; he now j 
says he acted hastily and un-[ 
: necessarily. - *;! 

> Xhe day he diedj Marshal 
• drdtte to his ranch near Frahkfi i 
[in V pickup thick. He took Ris f 


l — — — — — w , a 

lyoung son* then Id, and left hin^ 
vin Franklin at the home of Mrs.i 
Marshall’s mother. Marshall vf 4 
\6 pick the 'boy up .at 4 p.m. Wh|n| 
hS didn’t, Owens started 4 lookiM 
.fdt him. , . 1 . *\ 

feE FOUi^t) the body in a| 
grasSy ‘patch bear u Wooded. areu| 
Nearby was the thick, ahd the] 
trifle. Notipdy Ttbw can agree pre*} 
Icisely how close the gun was. to} 
the body. This week it was taken! 
into custody from the Owens , by f 
‘Texas Rangers. 

; Marshall’s unopened lunch of: 
[sandwiches. was at the scene; On 
jthe truck^peat, lined up heatly ms 
la row; Vere his glasses, walleh . 
iand such personal -effects.. Also, 

,a safetWrazoR blade, unopened 
-from i^paper coyer. ; ' 

Whe^J were the five bullet 

^holesfv 

This impbrtant aspect is one 
: which The Dallas News was able 
to |)in; down* only #s week,, and 
stif not positively. Pictures Were 
mile later at- a Bryan funeral 
chapel, but they are now in the 
hands df investigators. t 
At the time it was mentioned 
rohly that Marshall had ‘'several * 
ibullet wounds “in. the labdomen. 
;Later this became “four or fivV^ 
holes. ; | \ 

4 THIS- WlEEK -the writer, with 
iMrs/Marshalt’s permission^ asked 
the funeral director; He says 
I there Were three bullet holes, 
Which cbuld be covered with a 
! half-dollar* in the left side justj 
V above the belt level, there was= 
•one other wound straight above] 
fthiS, between the armpit and thej 
[belt, and: another above that one,i 
Ijust below the armpit. 1 

} Sheriff .Howard Stegall, the 
[main mvestigator, disagrees 
slightly. He. says the throe 
groped holes were : just above the. 
belf levfel but a few inches more 
toward the front. The Upper 
wdurids were also more toward 
the . fronts he says.* t ■; 
; W4s ’tiierg’ a, stucide ,piotive;;^w 
was Marshall: the- type? Sis 
Ills cidse :a^sdclates, his rdpeto] 
cannot agree, but there, is opitiior 
both’ 'Ways. ; 


ONE OF HIS job, associates^ 
! (th* 'f don’t want to iiatned Re- 
call: e they .are government emd 
Pty "esi family -friends .and 1 they] 
can t only ^eorize) said thatjthel 
day - before Marshall's death bet 
t was moody rirtd- preoccupied; 
tweazy from, the zerii he always l 
put into* his job. h 

Another ^ office associate saidjf 
Marshall had been working* hard, Ji 
traveling a Jot, but had his wort I 
in good shape and had 1 no majcR 
problems.. He was not a “happK 
go lucky” type, but he seemefl < 
perfectly adjusted ahd‘ riormal, 4 
. says the friend. ' 

His personal physician, again 
with the wife’s permission, said ! 
that Marshall had recovered well 
from a 195S heart attack .and was 
on. a rigid; low-fat 'diet, which he 
followed conscientiously, I 

ffHE DOCTOR flatly Refutes a I 
report that Marshall feared he], 
had cancer* The subject was ! 
twer discussed, says the physi- 1 
clan;, so far aS, he knew his pa- I 
tient had no serious medical iprob- 1 
iems. | 

feithiri a week, of his death! 
his wife told me he had .appearedj 
tired and depressed' and I dis-j 
cussed that with him,”* says the] 
physician. * l 

“He told me he had been work-f 
|ing very hard^ traveling a lot,„artd| 
was- tired. I asked him jf hel 4 
thought he should take a sickl 
lertvef he said ‘No, I’m cauiit Jt 
U P nbw- and can fate it easyftaf , 
few ddys. I've got.,. a mew-bfss ! ' 
•and he -told mete do wMft if 
wanted to -for awhile, Tver got 
no big problems now.' That was [ 
m last .contact With him,” says j 
the docton } 

His information illustrates howl 
rnpst of the meager knowledge S 
about Marshall’s death could pro- V 
‘vide both pro-and-cori suicide 
ajgru merit - % * J 

WHAT SUPPORTS a murder If 

'■theory.?* U 

Very 'little, other than specula- 
tion hhd rumor, Marshall had ex-; j 
perienced' some; trouble with an- H 
other mart over the collection torn 


a loari, the strongest report says. 

; Sheriff Stegall says he knew all 
about that and checked iritb it J 

Another report, that person 
had been .doing unauthorized hunt 
iite qri Marshall’s ranch, StegaH 
saidhe had heard only this' week. 
Hi puts little credance in it, but j 
its, a possibility that has had 5 lots ‘ 
of discussion in -Bryan. : 

Mrs. Marshall says fthat she is 
not satisfied- with the investiga^ 
tion or the suicide fulirig. She 
says the gun was never checked 
for fingerprints, ho other tests 
were conducted, etc. Stegall con- 
firms this-^*there was no need, for 
it, he saysi 

THE WIFE HIRED Bryan attor- 
ney W. S. Barron, retired district 
judge, ; to seek a setting-aside of 
the ruling but be was; Unsuccess- 
ful. - ' • * J 

f Justice of the Peace Farmer, 1 
-whose patience is growing a; little 
.thin at the latest furor pve r th£ 
case, maintains he ‘‘sweated ' 

, blood’* over the case for days bi 
fore making his ruling. He win 
iga to his grave convinced he jl ; 
right, he maintains. * j 

County Atty. Bryan Russ*, of 
Brfan, who emphasizes that the 
grand jury stands ready to -reopen 
the case with any usable new In- 
formation, says, “some out-of- j 
state papers leave the impression 
we are a bunch of backwoods 
hicks down here, not capable of 
a thorough investigation. It so \ 
happens that we can read and J 
.write and- we wear shoes and We j \ 
take bUr jobs seriously.: This case ; * 
has been handled With honesty ft 
hard- effort by everyone coil-! ' j 
cerned.” - v • 1 - 

lASKED POINT-BLANK if she * 
tdoBs not believe her husband shot 
hifciself, Mrs. Marshall sail 
^quietly, “I don’t kriow—t jua j 
|4bn!t think there is 'enough xeasol 
/that verdict in view of the 
way the investigation j was haii- 
{died;” : 


up a trust fund for Jus son/ 
will receive all his bequelt 
he is 2l Marshall was. , Ji 
|thb “well-to-do bub not Wealthy! 
financial Bracket;, The' family 
ranch he owned had liot bad any 
government Crop allotment in re-. ; 
-cent yeafe the local- ASCS office I 
|say&'it was used fob battle rais- \ 
ling. * ' , ’■ J 

1 fest what time pf day Marshall \ 
pied' on bis bancH. Is uncertain. * 
Investigators believe be* bad, fen -r 
lying’ in .the hot fe or* Six 
hairs wfe'hAwa^feiidi arid I 
Pit be bad been fed feufc ;an; i 
noijr. There are Varige reports of ! 
bruises on :the- bbdy i; whichcotid I 
.have been Caused by , bis fall am 
imovementS' ort Hfe ground, F 

CAN A ‘MAN shoot himself five; j 
limes with a, bolt-action rifle? Im-- ! 
plausible as it' sounds, it’s pos- j . 
sible. Even mordfetermined sui- ; 
bides have bee^khowri. " \ 

‘ Says 'Sheriff^ Stegall; “$ay { 

you’re a’/ruaa deteriniried to .kill \ 
•yourself,, and-yourdori’t know miich i 
about rifles. YoU' shoot yourself ? 
ia /the body with. ja .22i, and, it' 
istmgs and hurts but doesn’t do j 
m tch Harm* (Two of the slugs re- \ 
;po*tedly came out Marshall^! 
bapk.> You cock the f 22 and tiy | 
itfagairi. This ‘time you get a litt e j 
I biillet -in yotr, but ypu ? re still: pe ■ 
ffCctly conscious. You know you*: e J 
going * to J die but not quickly. ^ 


lYbu’d keep it Up. until youbno^* r j 
r Thus, Henry Marshall’s case ab j 
J vays gets back to opinion. Moi% { 
Will be heard of it, probably, as 
a byprbdtiqt of the Estes invesV I 
nation. Barring some startling de^ \ 
\fclopmeht, it may remain a mys-¥ 
•tlry foreVer. . n 
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Transmit the following in 


AIRTEL 


(Type in plain text or code) 


(Priority or Method of Mailing) 


FROM 


SUBJECT 


DIRECTOR, FBI ( - XS 7 07 ) 

SAC, NEW YORK (87-26066) 

BILLIE SO^ESTES; 

ET AL 

ITSP-BRIBERY 


ReBuairtel to WFO, Dallas, El Paso, NY, Oklahoma 
City and Seattle, dated 5/15/62. 

Enclosed he rewith are the original and five (5) 
copies of a letterhead memorandum reflecting information 
concerning WALTER C. BERGER and JAMES A. MC CONNELL. It i 
noted that "Whose Who in America", 1956-1957^ lists person 
as JAMES ASHER MC CONNELL and it is felt that this is the 
person about whom the Bureau is referring to instead of 
JOSEPH A. MC CONNELL. 

ESTES MAY HAVE SUICIDAL TENDENCIES. 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 




FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

New York, New York 
May 1 6 , 1962 


Re: Billie Sol Estes 


The 1962-1963 edition of "Whose Who in America" 
reflects that Walter Charles Berger, corporation official, 
present director of Commercial Solvents Corporation, was 
married to Margaret Brookhart on June 25, 1927. His 

I Maryland. 


The 1956-1957 edition of "Whose Who in America" 
reflects that James Asher Me Connell, government official, 
horn Mansfield, Pennsylvania, August 25, 1891 , and Chief, 

C ommo di ty** Stabilization Section, Department of Agriculture, 
1953-1955, and Assistant Secretary of Agriculture 1955-, 
was married to Lois A. Zimmerman on June 23, 1920, His 





Pennsylvania. 


Information was received that James A. Me Connell 
is presently employed as Consultant for Commercial Solvents 
Corporation and presently resides at Jamac Farms, Mansfield, 
Pennsylvania. 
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fSDERM. BUREAU OF iWvFsTltlAI'lfiSi 
U. S. DEPARTMENT OF JUSTIGE 

COMMUNICATIONS SECTION} 
MAYl 61962 ( J 

TEfJEEYPE / 


; jj r , Tolson— ■ ■ 1 

•Mr. Belmont- S 

\ Mr. Mohr- \ 

I Mr. Callaten— 1 
I Mr. C°nrad_.-— | 

\ Mr. DeL'-'aco- | 

\ Mr. 

| Mr. 1 

1 Mr. i 

I Mr. Snlllvai^— ' 1 
I Mr. Tavcl 

1 Mr. Trotter- 1 

1 Tele. Boom— 

I Miss Holmes——- 
\ Mis® Ganay 


5-16-62 


11-18 


AM CST CJH 


;pd DIRECTOR, FBI AND SAC, RICHMOND 

FROM SAC, SAN ANTONIO /87-5025/ 1-P 

BILLIE SOL^ESTES EL AL BRIBERY, CONFLICT OF INTEREST 
RE RICHMOND TEL MAY SIXTEEN INSTANT. 




ON MAY SIXTEEN INSTANT SOUTHWESTERN BELL TELE- ^ 

PHONE CO., AUSTIN, TEXAS, INFORMED THAT THERE IS NO TELEPHONE NUMBER 

I TEX. HE STATED 



THAT THE|_ 
SHOULD BE 


WD THE NUMBER PROBABLY 


WAS ON APRIL TWENTY SIXTY TWO IN THE NAME OF 


JANES DASH PREN TICE, INC., SAND AND GRAVEL AGGRATES 

RIVERSIDE DRIVE, AUSTIN, TEXAS. 

INDICES NEGATIVE. RE GANES. DALLAS, EL PASO, 

SI. • i- 1 ' * 

HOUSTON AND WFO ADVISED AM. 

"... f r 1 

END AND ACK PLS. [/ MAY 211962 

WA 1-22 PM OK FBI, WA MSL <5&. °~~ 


TU DIsCM 


■fumm 







i 


l ♦ 


RH 58-185 b7c 

b7D 

PAGE TWO 




i 


# • 


RH 58-185 
PAGE THREE 



END PAGE THREE 












RH 58-185 
PAGE SIX 

ESTES REPORTED TO HAVE SUICIDAL TENDENCIES, 

COR-R-P-LS — P-A-G-E— F-OUR— -L-LN-E— ST'XT'E'EN — 'SHTTBIT' VS^FOLLOW S 

b7D 

! 

END AND ACK IN ORD PLS 
WA 1-4S AM OK FBI WA HFL 

AT OK FBI AT JSP 

BA OK FBI BA JB 

DL OK FBI DL LJH 
EP OK FBI EP RAR 
C KC OK FBI KC GLH 
LA OK FBI LA DF 

LS OK FBI LS WFK 

NK OK FBI NK TAQ 

OC OK FBI OC TGF 

PH OK FBI PH DHM 

SL OK BXXXFBI SL HGR 

SA OK FBI SA JWD 

SF VK FBI SF RJO 

SI OK FBI SI RER 


TU ALL DISC 



FD-36 (Rev. 12-13-56) 








mjto Kjf vvwmm 

!U. S. ©ERARTOIT OF JUSt@£ 

COMMUNICATIONS SECTION 
MAY1 81962 


jK s agg 

l m-t 





Mr. Callahan^ 
Mr. Conrad. .. 
Mr. DeLoac** - 

Mr. Evans'! _ 

'Mnlona 
Ite ; n , 

• —w § 3Mr* fe^v'lUVv: 

5-18-62 11-01 AM CST EEA 1 ! Mr, T.w~ < 

x. Tml .r — 

0 DIRECTOR, FBI /29-28704/ 

FROM SAC, DALLAS /58-188/ 1-P 

BILLIE SOL^ESTES, AKA., ETAL, BRIBERY, COI 
RECOMMEND CODE WORD "BISOL" FOR ADMINISTRATIVE USE. 

RECOMMEND ALSO ELIMINATE NECESSITY FOR SUICIDAL TENDENCIES STATEMENT. 
END AND ADCK FOR TWO MESSAGE PLS 
1-01 PM OK FBI WA JDS FOR 2 MESSAGES 
TU DISC V 



Mr. Tolcoa 

Mr. Belmont- 
Mr. Mohr. 



£5 MAY 21 1962 


4<r 


57 MAY 2 11962 



# EDERAL BUREAU (jF INVEStiGATION 
U. S. DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 

COMMUNICATIONS SECTION 
MAY1 81962 / 



Mr. Tolson. 

Mr. Belmont — - 

Mr. Mohr- 

Mr. Callahan 

Mr. Conrad 

Mr. DeLoach— — 
Mr. Evans___ — 
Mr. Malon&zL^ 
Mr. Rosen 
Mr. Sulliw'aiJ^O— 

Mr. Tavel 

Mr. Trotter 

Tele. Room 

Miss Holmes- 

Miss Gandy — 


URGENT/ 5- 18-62 


6-32 PM EST 


TO D/kEC TOR , FBI 29-28704 AND SACS NEWARK, NEW ORLEEANS., 

PHILADELPHIA AND DALLAS 58-188 U 

FROM SAC, RICHMOND 58-185 [/> 

BILLIE SOLUTES, ET AL. BRIBERY, CIO. 00 DALLAS. 

PF MV TEL MAY FIFTEEN, NINETEEN SIXTYTWO* 






REPORTED TO HAVE SUICIDAL TEf 
END AND ACK 

WA 7-39 PM OK FBI WA RAM 

NK OK B FBI NK D E J 
* 

NO OK FBI NO WM 

PH OK FBI PH RFG 

DL OK FBI DL FLL 


MANY THANKS DISC 







/ 


COMMUNICATIONS SECTION 

MAY1 S1962 


,-y 
* 

VRGEWf^ 5-18-62 
AO DIRECTOR, FBI 

FROM SAC, PITTSBURGH / 87- 8394/ 2P 

£2 


3-0 9 PM JNP 


/29-28704/ AND SAC, DALL.AS /58-18S? 



BILLIE SOL ESTES, AKA, ET AL, BRIBERY, COI, 00 DALLAS. 

RE RICHMOND TEL, MAY SEVENTEEN LAST. 

CURRENT IRWIN, PA., TELEPHONE DIRECTORY LISTS UN THREE DASH 
TOUR THOUSAND TO LENHARTS COLOR CENTER AND TO LENHARTS SERVICE 

CENTER, BOTH AT FIVE TWO NINE LINCOLN HIGHWAY, IRWIN, PA., WHICH 
KS U. S. ROUTE THIRTY. 

observation by sa| I of those locations 


discloses them to be a paint store and gulf service station. 

RECORDS OF CREDIT BUREA U AT MC KEESPOBT. PA. ■ as nr 
NINETEEN FIFTY FIVE sham tmjJ 


MBER, 


JPA., IS THE 


NINE LINCOLN HIGHWAY, IRWIN, 
AND IS WELL REGA 
END PAGE ONE 


LE NHARTS SERVICE CENTER AT FT VF m 


AND IS WELL REGARDED IN THE COMMUNITY, HIS CREDIT RATING IS GOOD 

Pmtn a Y - .» jjt i 

~ w/ 


|M 




5 7 MAY2 1 1962 


23 may zi 1962 


< 


b6 

b7C 



J 




PAGE TOO.... 

PITTSBU RGH INDICES NEGATIVE RELATIVE TO ALL VARIATIONS 

1 b6 

OF JAME OF INTEREST HERETO. b7c 

DALLAS TO BE ADVISED 

CORR— P-LS P^^O^E— L-FNE-Si-X-WeR-D-ONE-S-H-D-BE-T^-S/^ 

END AND ACK PLS 
WA 3-13 PM OK FBI WA RAC 
TU DISCN 




URGENT 5-18-62 10-18 AM CST EGL 


T0T DIRECTOR, FBI AND SACS DALLAS AND EL PASO 

/FROM SAC, SAN ANTONIO /87- 50 25/ /1-P/ A /l 

' o 

BILLIE SOL ESTES, AKA ITSP-BRIBERY AND COI 00., DALLAS 
RE BUREAU TEL 5-17 LAST. 

REVIEW OF DIRECTORIES AND GENERAL SOURCES OF INFO TOGETHER 
WITH CONTACT WITH 
BANK, WEST, TEXAS, FAILS TO IDENTIFY HUMPHRIES INVESTMENT 
CO. OR D l M INVESTMEN CO OF THAT COMMUNITY. REVIEW 
OF STANDARD AND POORS NINETEEN SIXTY EDITION SECURITY 
DEALERS OF NORTH AMERICA PUBLICATION FAILS TO IDENTIFY EIGHER 
COMPANY. DALLAS AND EL PASO IN APPROPRIATE WEST TEXAS 
CITIES ATTEMPT TO IDENTIFY THESE INVESTMENT COMPANIES. 

ESTES HAS SUICIDAL TENDENCIES. 

END AND ACK PLS. 

TOMMWA 

WA 12-18 PM OK FBI WA LVS 
DL OK FBI DL NW 
EP OK FBI EP JRH 
TU DISC ^ 

57 MAY 21 1362 



b6 

WEST NATIONAL b7c 



<25 MAY 21 1962 



A 


(J r '' 









{Ml BUREAU 6f KiVEST^GAIION 
l S. DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 

COMMUNICATIONS SECTION 
MAY1 81962 

SEECESCyREP^ 



5-18-62 k - 35 PM MST IJP 
DIRECTOR, FBI, ATTENTION - MR. WILLIAM WELTE, 
GENERAL INVESTIGATIVE DIVISION 
FROM - SAC, EL PASO "5S-59" 



Mt. Tolfeoft- 


Mr. Belmont 

>lr. Ivio'ht. 

\ Mr. Callahan 

Mr. Conrad 

^ Mr. DeLoach i — 

Mr. Evans.. 

Mr. 

Air. Boserfe^ 
Mr. Suitiva n£- 
Mr. Tavel 


v 


Mr. Trotter- 
Tele. Room- 


f 1 Miss Holme3- 
Miss Gandy— 


& 





BILLIE SOL ESTES, ITSP - BRIBERY 

REVIEW OF TELEPHONE RECORDS OF WEST TEXAS 
COMMUNICATIONS CORPORATION 

TO MAKE A COMPLETE REVIEW OF THE PERTINENT RECORDS IN THE 
PHONE COMPANY REQUIRES REVIEW OF APPROXIMATELY SIXTY ROLLS OF 
RECORDAK MICROFILM. TO AVOID THE EXPENDITURE OF NINE HUNDRED 
AGENT HOURS NEEDED TO REVIEW THE FILM IN ITS PRESENT FORM AND 
WITH THE AGREEMENT OF ALL PARTIES CONCERNED, ALL SIXTY ROLLS OF 
FILM ARE BEING TAKEN BY SAl I OF THE EL PASO 


b6 

b7C 


DIVISION TO RECORDAK IN DALLAS. UNDER THE SUPERVISION OF AGENTS, 
RECORDAK TECHNICIANS WILL EDIT THE FILM AND MAKE UP T$wl IDENTICAL 
ROLLS. ONE ROLL WILL BEGIN ON JANUARY ONE, NINETEEN FIFTYEIGHT, 
AND WILL CONTINUE TO THE PRESENT TIME. APPROXIMATELY FOUR DAYS 
WILL BE REQUIRED TO PREPARE THESE IDENTICAL TWO ROLLS OF FILM BY 

RECORDAK. IT WILL COST THREE @OLLARS NINETY CENTS TO REVIEW E 

~ 7: ■> ~7 o ^ ~ 

ROLL AND THREE DOLLARS NINETY CENTS EA^HTO MAKE UP THE IDENTtfCA' 

^ A 

ROLLS REFERRED TO ABOVE. THERE WILL BE AN OVERTIME FACTOR KfkS 

,. v . ( V ’ r ' 

i> 7 liAV . 1 25 MAY 21 1962 

END PAGE ONE , 


4 






1 




PAGE TWO 


THE RATE OF ELEVEN DOLLARS AN HOUR. WE ESTIMATE THAT APPROXIMATELY 
FIFTEEN HOURS OF OVERTIME WOULD BE INVOLVED. IT MAY BE A LITTLE 
BIT MORE. FILM WILL BE DEVELOPED UNDER THE SUPERVISION OF SA 

OR A RELIEF AGENT FROM DALLAS WHO WILL MAKE CERTAIN NO 
NUMBERS ARE OMITTED. REVIEW OF ROLL OF FILM WILL REQUIRE APPROX- 
IMATELY FORTYFIVE AGENT HOURS INSTEAD OF- NINE HUNDRED AS MENTIONED 
ABOVE. 


SA| | HAS LEFT PECOS WITH THE FILM BY BUS AND WILL LEAVE 

MIDLAND F\s(9L DALLAS AT SIX FORTY PM CST. DALLAS ALERTED. 

NUMBERS BEING CHECKED - FOUR FOUR FIVE DASH FOUR NINEONE SIX, 
ESTES/ OFFICE, FOUR NINE ONE SEVEN, ESTES/ OFFICE, FOUR NINE ONE 
EIGHT, ESTES”OFFI CE, THREE EIGHT ZERO SEVEN, ESTES/ UNLISTED, THREE 
THREE ONE SEVEN, ESTES/ RESIDENCE, TWO FIVE ZERO SEVEN, ESTES/ 
RESIDENCE, FIVE SEVEN ZERO SEVEN, ESTES/ RESIDENCE, ^ ^ 



b6 

b7C 


b6 

b7C 


b6 

b7C 


END PAGE TWO 






I 





PAGE THREE 


DATES BEING CHECKED 


\ JANUARY ONE, NINETEEN FIFTYEIGHT, TO PRESENT TIME. IDENTICAL ] 
INTEREST ON PART OF MC CLELLAN COMMITTEE. PROGRESS REPORT ON 
\\ DEVELOPMENT OF FILM WILL BE SUBMITTED. DALLAS ADVISED AIR MAIL. 


ESTES MAY HAVE SUICIDAL TENDENCIES. 


END AND ACK PLS 

HOLD FOR SECOND MESSAGE 

7-45 PM OK FBI WA NH 


\v;v 


\ 



b6 

b7C 


r 




i¥ 


/ 

7 


7 

it 


7 

a 1 

s' 1 


4 


FEDERAL bUREA'J Of iNicmiGaiioN 
U. S. DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 

COMMUNICATIONS SECTION^ 

MAY! 9196^y/ 


/ /7 




; :c 


o 


/ 7 EXTENT 


Mr. Tolson_ 


Mr* Belmont ~ 

Mr. Mohr 


Mr. Callahan 

Mr. Conrad.... 

Mr. DeLoach 

Mr. Evans_ ^ 
Mr. Malone. 

Mr. Rosen 
Mr. 

Mr. Tavel^I 
Mr. Trotter.. 




Tele. Room 

Miss Holmes 

Miss Gandy . 




Vi 



5-18-62 10-20PMCST 


TM X7 . , 

DIRECTOR, FBI 729-28704/ ATTN GENERAL INVESTIGATIVE 


DIVISION, AND SAC, DALLAS /58-188/ 1 P 

FROM SAC, NEW ORLEANS /58-169/ RUC 
BILLIE SOLVES TES , ET AL. BRIBERY, CIO. 00 DALLAS. 

RE RICHMOND TEL TO BUREAU MAY EIGHTEEN, SIXTYTWO. 
RECORDS SOUTHERN BELL TELEPHONE COMPANY REFLECT NEW 
ORLEANS TELEPHONE 




LOUISIANA. CURRENT SUBURBAN DIRECTORY REFLECTS 


ONLY OCCUPANT THIS ADDRESS IS 



NO RECORD • 


NEW ORLEANS INDICES 


fit 


m 


ESTES REPORTED TO HAVE SUICIDAL TENDENCIES. 

END. 

ACK PLS 

12-21 AM OK FBI WA HFL 
OK FBI DL FLL 
TU DISC 



A. 


9- 2- X 70 V— 




523 MAY 2.1 1962 
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57 MAY 2 11962 


C C 





( 





HAY 16, 1962 | 


AIETBL ^ 



SAC, EL PASO 

DIRECTOR, Jpp 

BILLIE iOr^STBS 

ITSP| BRIBERY* CONSPIRACY | COX 



Re Be telephone call sAMfe* 

Attached is a copy of a request received from the 
Department which was relayed to Bl^Paso by retel* Handle in 
accordance with telephonic instructions* 




TNCsimc^ 


Tolson . . ■ 

Belmont = ' 

Mohr 

Callahan 

Conrad . ...... 

DeLoach 

Evans 

Malone 1 


□ 


iSSHAY2lm 


MAIL ROOM I 


TELETYPE UNIT 








Date: 5/15/62 


Transmit the following in 

AIRTEL 


PLAIN TEXT 


( Type in plain text or code) 


Via 


(Priority or Method of Mailing) 


d 




TO 
FROMi/[ 
SUBJE 


, 

« r ' . / / 

Vk ' * 



Vi 


DIRECTOR, FBI (29-28,704) 

ATTENTION - GEN. INV. DIV. 

SAC, DALLAS (58-188) 

/> 

BILLIE SOI/ ESTES, aka., ET AL 
BRIBERY, COI 


(00 - Dallas) 


Re Springfield teletype to Director, Y/ashington 
Field Office, Dallas, 5/12/62. Verifax copy is enclosed for 
Richmond Office in order that check may be made through 
Chesapeake and Potomac Tel. Co., Richmond, Va., as to 
Centralia, 111. telephone number which figured in telephone 
call, collect, to number of WILLIAM E. MORRIS, at McLean, Virgini 
12/29/61 . V 

ESTES MAY HAVE SUICIDAL TENDENCIES. 


LYNUM 


<(jy - Bureau 

1 - Richmond (58-158) (Enel .1) 

1 - YJashington Field (87-8242) (Inf .) 

1 - Springfield (Inf.) 

2 - Dallas 
MCC:nlf 
( 8 ) 


r 





U fcA- V 17 1982 

# : t- r / 

■•’■IS IIS'S;’ A<|J 


IT 




&IXMfc Y 21 1962 




Special Agent in Charge 


Sent 


.M Per 


0/19/62 


Airtel 


To: SAC, El Paso (06-09) 

Proa; Director, FBI (29-26704) 

BILLIE SOL ESTES, ET AL. 

ITSPJ BRIBERY 


Reurairtel 5/15/62 transmitting two rolls of 
microfilm obtained from First National Basic of Pecos and 
Security State Bank, both of Pecos, Texas, for developing 
by the Laboratory, Enclosed are two copies of each print 
prepared from this microfilm; two copies of each print are 
being retained at the Bureau, 

These accounts should foe analysed and reviewed 
immediately in connection with your accounting examination 
of Bates* ventures. Particular attention should foe given 
to any unusual items, such as large deposits or disbursements, 
as well as recurring items. 

Appropriate investigation should be initiated 
immediately by your office to resolve fully all questionable 
items. Leads to other field divisions should be set out by 
teletype. 


Surep to reach Bureau by 5/25/62, sotting forth 
results of your review and analysis of the enclosed material, 
and investigation resulting therefrom. 


Enclosures (4) 

1 - Dallas (Information) 

1 - Washington Field (Information) 

rec- m 


Tolson _ 
Belmont . 
Mohr 


Callahan . 

Conrad „ 

DeLoach- 
Evans 


D JG : mp 
: ( 6 ) 


Malone — 

Rosen 

Sullivan . 

Tavel 

Trotter _ 
Tele. Room 
Holmes 
^andy 


STS AY ’gilSfg; 





1 0 1252 

COHSltB 


TELETYPE UNIT (ZU 



B© MAY 21 1962’ 



Special Agent in Charge 



TRUE COPY 

Spokane Washington 
May 14th 1962 


Mr Edgar Hoover F.B.I 
Washington, D.C 

Dear Sir 


If the Senators are the only ones that investigate the big Thieves 
Scandal pertaining to agriculture and also the Peace Corps, you know I know 
and all the american people know they will not arrest any one and put some 
j|| on the Witness Stand in Court, why. ? . because the wrong Clique is involved 

I think it is High time you and your men get busy and give some 
a thourgh investigation and put those^big Political Thieves be-hind Bars where 
they be-long. 


Attorney General Bob Kennedy will not do any thing to be sure and 
may I add you know why. | 

You should investigate the Two ' murder case-is in Texas and see if 
they were involved in the Case. \y 



I Thank You 

/*/ 


Washington 



b6 

b7C 



7:\ 




Z^M_x_ 'lij 

/Hucg !4& tr<f 2 


JLc^. 


~£$uu ay^jc— csvtj^l '"Z^z I 

CZ>ulJI- Cls&Ur' ~%$UL P^ctyCLG-. <ySl^£/^ 2^$~tu^ fl^-p^rt^ %J> cz^zd- cz&L, 

^ , /"2^Ls<y-tstf tzzpJX 

<^M_-€_ <Zi>ucd?~ <T>t-. ~Z$L8_ '2x/-77^i^<L^, ^-^4 -< — - 

2/7-^Ly 4 P yfCcs<z<z^u*iLA- 2Pt£_, 2 oC/z*&-i'i_^r ^<ZL 

I sJ2 ‘'S^Usyt/x! P/^~ ^»-^c e&rcdft ^ y7tx ^yx^. 

^2mP ^Lk4_ jL cjr ^<^-^j^OC<si -^- J^$2jLsV~&<L' s^-G— ~$u*4z£. £$&Z *VS > 2 C*-$jZJiJi^_ ) 

~P/$\Jt^/ sPl-t- sh-yt^? , 


2t/~Z& ^ rz^ - <&-&—■ 

<^ r "'"^- — ^fcA-c <&^vdL S> Gx&zL 

f&*~ 7^a~ QjLOA. — <^L^i_ 

l&ltdt- ^jju Q/ M/pA-*- '£^w~& -7sL*-&e£i ^K- ~^JL. &Z-&A — • «. 

^ h n ..-™ 


? pU^jt 


4//7X 


' 2 '/ 






>* 



r 



\ 


s 


May 17, 1962 


/ > 


,, f 


2. ¥ Oov'- 


Washington 


Dead 



( 



O 

o 


Your letter of May 14, 1962, has been received 
in Mr. Hoover's absence from Washington. Please be assured 
your communication will be brought to his attention when he 
returns. 


52* 

«*< 


4 


o 

ZO 


b6 

b7C 



4 


For your information, facts brought to this Bureau’s 
attention indicative of violations of Federal law coming within our 
jurisdiction receive prompt investigative action. You can be 
assured that the FBI is continuing to handle its responsibilities 
with the same dispatch and thoroughness that have characterized 
our investigations in the past. 

Sincerely yours, | fy 


Helen W. Gandy 
Secretary 



NOTE: No record in Bufiles identifiable with 
Correspondent is undoubtedly making reference to the case of Billie So 
<t Estes which has resulted in the discharge of Assistant Secretary 
of Agriculture James T. Ralph and others. It is subject of current 
Bureau investigation. 


DCL:jks (3), 



r . v 

Vl A-.J 


I ’ 

I 





03 b »BS 


r, 


TELETYPE UNIT CZH 
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FD-36 (Rev. 12-13-56) 


Transmit the following in 
AIRTEL 


F B I 

Dote; 5/XS/62 
PLAIN TEXT 

(Type in plain text or code) 


AIR MAIL 


(Priority or Method of Mailing) 


TO: DIRECTOR, FBI (29-28704) 

FROM: SAC, SAN ANTONIO (87-5025) (P) 

<0 

RE: BILLIE SOL ESTES; ET AL 

BRIBERY; CONFLICT OF INTEREST 

Re San Antonio airtel to Bureau dated 5/16/62. 

Page 3, first paragraph, last line of referenced 
airtel should read "of $4,594.60" not "of $,594.60". , 

Bureau and Offices receiving copies of this 
communication requested to correct their copies of -fr 
referenced airtel. A 

San Antonio copies corrected. 

ESTES MAY HAVE SUICIDAL TENDENCIES 


c?)- Bureau 
T - Dallas 
1 - El Paso 
1 - San Antonio 
GWHC/d j p 
(6) 



/v /• 

/i<OT R i iC®DED 

K r;;.Y 101962 










URGENT 


5-12-62 


8-45 


PM CST JWD 


t)o DIRECTOR, FBI /29-2S704/ AND SAC, HOUSTON /58-11 

FROM. SAC, SAN ANTONIO /87-5025/ 

BILLIE SOL ESTES. INTERSTATE TRANSPORTATION OF STOLEN PROPERTY 

DASH BRIBERY. 

REBUTEL MAY ELEVEN LAST. PURSUANT TO BUREAU INSTRUCTIONS THE 


FOLLOWING IS TELETYPE SUMMARY. 


O 


ON JUNE THIRD, NINETEEN SIXTYONE, — KL&SSHA-Li- » FORMER 

£*V.W/ 2-.'* 6 ■>< f /s?/ ■ '!■»'/ ’ ... , ,, _ 

EMPLOYEE OF THE ASCS, BRYAN, TEXAS, WAS 'FOUND SHOT TO DEATH ON nIS 
FARM NEAR FRANKLIN, TEXAS 


CONDUCTS' 06 
b7c 

INQUEST AND RULED OECUE^DEATH BY GUNSHOT DASH SELF INFLICTED. 
INVESTIGATION BY ROBERTSON COUNTY SHERIFF-S OFFICE, FRANKLIN, TEXAS, 
REVEALED ALL CIRCUMSTANCES POINTED TOWARD SUICIDE AND NO EVIDENCE OF 
MURDER. .IMMEDIATELY FOLLOWING MARSHALL-S DEATH MEMBERS OF HIS i* ANILY 
STATED THAT HE WAS IN BAD HEALTH, HAVING HAD SEVER AL HEART ATiA CKS AND 
A KNOT ON HIS S4CK WHICH HE THOUGHT WAS A“ CANCER 


END PAGE ONE 

tdpsosa 


tfVXi- 
- 

| B* 



f V* 




«OTSEO'»D fdAY 1G 

'RRQ.F 




V' N 


mg» £f . 2- 9 - ^ ^ 



* 


PAGE Tl-JO 


TEXAS, MADE THE STATEMENT IN THE PRESENCE OF £® c 


SEVERAL WITNESSES THAT THEY HAD BEEN TRYING TO HAVE SOMEONE WITH 
MARSHALL AT ALL TIMES, INDICATING THE FAMILY SUSPECTED THAT HE MIGHT 
COMMIT SUICIDE. WHEN THE SHERIFF CONTACTED [ | TO ADVISE 


IaND BEFORE HE HAD TIME TO DO SO, SHE 
// 


STATED USraE** OH, HE HAS GONE AND DONE IT : WW66©T£7 INDICATING TO, 

THE SHERIFF THAT SHE KNEW BY THE SHERIFF-S PRESENCE THAT HER HUSBAND 
HAD COMMITTED SUICIDE. 

ACCORDING TO AUTHORITIES AT FRANKLIN, THE FAMILY HAS RECENTLY 
DENIED THAT MARSHALL WAS IN ILL HEALTH OR THAT THEY SUSPECTED THAT 

HE MIGHT ATTEMPT SUI'lLE. 

INVESTIGATION BY ROEERTON COUNTY SHERIFF-S OFFICE REVEALEI 



MATCHED THOSE FOUND AT PLACE WHERE MARSKALL-S BODY FOUND. NO AUTOPSY 
PERFORMED. 

CGflRECTTOM — tTNES-ONE- ANIWWO-SHB-REA'D- 


G'-EX-A'S'r-M ADE— T-H-E—S-T ATEME NT—TN -T HE - PR ESE MC E- OF 


END PAGE TWO 



it 




* 


/ 


PAGE THREE 

ADDITIONAL INVESTIGATION BEING CONDUCTED. 

FOR INFORMATION OF BUREAU, NUMEROUS PRESS REPORTERS NOVJ IN 
FRANKLIN. 

THE BUREAU MAY WISH TO CONSIDER REQUESTING HOUSTON TO INTERVIEW 
FELLOW EMPLOYEES AND OFFICIALS OF ASCS AT BRYAN, TEXAS, AND WIFE OF 
MARSHALL, WHO RESIDES AT BRYAN, TEXAS, WHERE MARSHALL FORMERLY STATIONED 
HOUSTON SHOULD NOT CONDUCT THIS INVESTIGATION UNLESS REQUESTED BY 
THE BUREAU. HOUSTON BEING REQUESTED TO CONTACT DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC 
SAFETY OFFICIALS WHO CONDUCTED INVESTIGATION, AND FUNERAL DIRECTORS 
AT BRYAN WHO HANDLED EMBALMING AND FUNERAL, BY SEPARATE TELETYPE. 

DALLAS AND EL PASO ADVISED BY AIR MAIL TODAY. 

END AND ACK IN ORDER SPL 
WA 10-54 A PM OK FBI WA BH 
HO OK FBI HO'JMP 
m DISC 
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investigation concerning transactions between ESTES and Cdmmericalf 
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subject JACOBS within that Division following resignation. 

ALL OFFICES 

Complete outstanding investigation and further leads 
expeditiously. Inasmuch as all leads have been set out previously 
by airtels and teletypes, of which Bureau is aware, leads are 
not restated herein, 
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ADMINISTRATIVE 


U. S. Post Office, advised SA MANNING U7 UEEIPHTTS ou U7 
that no record is kept by a Post Office as to the identities 
of the addressor and addressee of an insured package , such 
packages being identifiable only if an^ insured number is 
available . When a package is received by 1 the addressee, a 
delivery receipt is signed. Such deliySl^y receipt reflects 
the office of mailing, and is filed by" J 4fte receiving Post 
Office in sequence according to the l.a s|t two digits of the- 
insured number. ' ,y 


He stated insured numbers are frequently issue4 
to concerns which mail many packages, in ’’blocks" according 
to number. Neiman-Marcus Store, Dallas, currently has block 
including number 552,001-553,000. He stated should a delivery 
receipt be located which bears one of the numbers in the above 
sequence, the package to which it pertains would thus tie 
identified as having been mailed by Neiman-Marcus store. Ihis 
information has been furnished to Washington Field and Richmond 
Of f ices ^f or investigation as to receip t of packages by RABPH 

^ at Washington, D.C. and/or 

McLean, Va. 


On registering at Sheraton-Da,llas Hotel, Dallas, 
9/6/61, BILLIE SOL ESTES showed himself to be holder of 
American Express Agency credit card number 018 060-7384, The 
Dallas Officer of American Express Agency has advised record 
of charges to ESTES' account can be obtained through their 
New York, N. Y. office. New York Office has been requested to 
obtain photographic copies of such charges since inception. 


Chief, 

Texas, 


On 5/10/62, 


P. 


Intelligence Branch, Internal Revenue service, 
advised SA MANNING C, CLEMENTS as follows: 


M. C00NER, 
Dallas, 


In, about October, 1961, IRS became interested in the 
activities of BILLIE SOL ESTES, on the basis that while ta?? 
returns show losses on operations, financial statements he had 
supplied to the Department of Agriculture reflected immense 
gains in net worth. 


He stated J. M. COONER has been personally handling 
inquiries into ESTES' affairs so far as they concern the area 
covered by their Dallas District and was, in fact, as of that 
date in Lubbock, Texas in this connection. Mr, WINSTON pointed 
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out that in view of ESTES’ residence? at Pecos, Texas and the 
location of many of his enterprises Within the area covered 
by the District Director at Austin, Texas , GEORGE STEPHENS , 

Chief, Intelligence Branch, Austin, has also been concerned 
with the ESTES inquiries and has, in fact, more or less 
coordinated for IRS. STEPHENS has been known t9, bavp obtained 
copies of numerous tax returns for various ESTES enterprises. 

He said he had taken note two or three days previously tf*at 
Mr. COONER received a call from Washington, D, C, headquarters, 
that COONER and various others were participating in the 
telephone conversation and thereafter were assembling <?on^ 
siderable information. San Antonio Office was requested on 
5/10/62 to contact Mr, STEPHENS. , 

«... , - jJ / i *<-/ ft f 

jstaJ&dT a ~ report 'dated 10/25/61 reflected" - * — 

C* H. MOSELEY and| |of USDA had been interviewed and , , - 

furnished information re ESTES’ various financial statements, 

These gentlemen had advised IRS that ESTES was in disrepute 
among grain dealers because of his rapidly expanding activities 
and cutthroat practices, 


M- COONER. Chief. Int elligence Branch, 


On 5/10/62, J. 

IRS, Dallas, advised SA| 

Texas, that ESTES’ returns were uw+ug wxaiuxuw 
that he could not at that time advise as t° the extent of 
IRS investigation which was merely in the pptbnlng stage. 


i 


t Lubbock, 

currently and 


Attention is directed to l'D^302 reflecting interview 
with CLARENCE HILARY MOSELEY, USDA, Dallas, concerning the 
Status of W, P.- MATTOX, Reeves County, Texas ASCS Committeeman, 
as a Federal employee. This information was included in Dallas 
teletype, 5/10/62, in which the Bureau was advised that, UACB, 
Dallas Office would assume El Pasp Office would be origin in 
any case involving MATTOX if investigation is warranted- 
MATTOX’S name is, therefore, not added to the title of this 
case. 


b6 

b7C 


Bureau airtel to Washington Field Office 5/10/62 
and WFO airtels 5/10 and 5/12/62 concern interview with 
JERRY E, HOLLEMAN, former Assistant Secretary of Labor, who 
has resigned in view of acknowledged receipt of a gift of 
$1,000 from ESTES in Washington, D,C. HOLLEMAN 's name is not 
being added to the title of this case, UACB, 

Overlap of one day in investigative period was 
occasioned by investigation on 5/8/62 after preparation of 
report , 
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Dallas newspapers over the weekend indicated^ he 
presence in Texas ( jtto Dallas on 5/14/6 2) pf DONALD DONNELL 

| | Semite investiga tions b6 

S ubcommitt ee for purpose of interviewing ESTES in Austin, b7c 

Texas on 5/13/62 . Newspaper accounts pn 5/14/62 indicated 
tH§"~investigators had declined comroept concerning thaii* date?” 
view with ESTES, and were retprpipg $p Washington, D.C, Oh 
that date. 
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Assistant secretary of Agriculture * PSPA* 
Washington, D.Q.; WILLIAM E, MORRIS, Administrative 
Assistant to Assistant Secretary o| Agriculture* 
USDA., Washington, D.C,; EMERY E* JACOBS, Former 
Deputy Administrator, ASPS* PSPA* Washington? P*C* 

BRIBERY; CONFLICT OF INTEREST 



Synopsis; . 

Texas f denies inferring influence with 

USDA employees to keep grain elevators full* ERANE $AIN> Pallas 
attcMney for pacific Finance go,, executed sworn statement re 
statements of ESTES inferring payoffs? Reco rds Ne im an*MarCMS 


, « 

Dallas . reflect letter dated 9/23/61, Sig ned I 

' " IRALPH) requesting 

[g-sise. n^m. sales re 


* ^ 

, Va. (reporfedlj 
of 6 shirts ($16.95 each) due to wron 
disclose np purchases by person namedL 


Jm 


exchange 
records 
w. F, 


tXK5CJL05e ay puruu^otsa My **#u»w*| ^ ' 

MATTOX, Committeeman, ASCS, Reeves County'* Texas/ reportedly 
suspended for acceptance of plane fare and hptel expenses f r PW 
ESTES * Figures obtained from ASCS, Dallas , re payment© made 
to assignees of ESTES, et al, grain storage proceeds • Records 
of Estes’ telephone call©, 1/1961 tp present* set ©ut. F®2^££fj 
called by ESTES and RALPH in Dallas piYision identified* ESTES 
MAY HAVE SUICIDAL TENDENCIES. 
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F^JpAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


Date 


5/10/62 


i l^L -j ‘- r ■■ r --' - 

was advised 

,iie did not have to make any statement |fut whatever statement 
wap made <?ould be used against him in a court of law. He was 
advised that he could consult with a lawyer prior to making 
any statement. He stated he would discuss the matter, and 
fully undertood his rights. He was placed under oath, and 
furnished the following informationfEeejjf' and voluntarily. 

, He related that he is not in any way in the grain 

business and has not been in the grain business, storage, 
growing, buying or selling of g-rain or elevator s. He related 
that he has known l I Texas for several 

years and considered hims elf a friend of I f~He stated he 

has been close friends 1 ]&£ 

frexas . 


~b?rans~ 


uon uraxn company and at one ,;time about two years ago had a 
surplus~Qf '"grain and-we^e'-rdokihg— for additional elevators 
to purchase. He stated it was his u nderstanding that] 

1 Texas was in a f inancia 
asked him , 


SOthHn.k 


ax xne tsasm e and b otn 


to contact 


1 




since ne was a iriend and ascertain^' 

i_ r* . i _ n ■ l *1 ji * * 1 


xi ne would sell aix or a part of the elevator at Clarendon, 
fexas. 


refused to seli and 


stated he did 

some fridnas who could keep the el evator f illed, meaning[~ 


ave 


ecause of the surplus grain they* had obtained^ 

He stated there was no U. S. Department of Agriculture employ edi. 

He stated he did not 
as he felt it 


mentioned or conside red to his knowledge. 
mention the names off” 
mierht, make a yH -f 

, hC 

he El 


might make 
knew 
He stated 


lh th5 pridd Of TH6 elevator if 


was trying to buy it for these men. 
aa no Knowledge of the ESTES enterprises and 
activities in the grain business, or any person so connected 
with ESTES. 
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Date 5/10/62 


r' 


After being requested on April 23, 1963 to execute 
a signed statement setting forth Information concerning cpn- 
versations he has had in the past with BILEJE SQL ESTES, about 
, which he had testified on April 30, 1962 at a Court of Inquiry . 
held by Texas Attorney General WILE WILSON in Dallas, FRANJC CAIN 
furnished the following which he had dictated to his secretary 
on May 8, 1962; 

**5— S'-’BE 
Dallas , Texas 

AFFIDAVIT QF FRANK CAIN 


on 


’’BEFORE ME, Manning C, Clements , an agent for the 
federal Bureau of Investigation, on this 9th day of May, 

1962, personally appeared Frank Cain, and who af ter being 
first duly sworn on oath, deposes and says: 

"My name is Frapkr Cain , an A tto rney at LAW , and 
member of the law firm of^Trion, Cain, Cocke and Magoe, 
located at 830 Mercantile Bank Building, Dallas, Texas, 

In my capacity ns one of the attorneys fo?l^%5.if iC_Einance ' 

Corpor ation of Los Angeles, California, did Oh March 8, 1962, 
meet in conference with Billie Spl Estes in the law offices 

. nf TTnhar»t. TJAIgrm i n T.riKhtir>lr rPeygg Pyftgflnf: at. t.lvifi conference 

iBillie Sol Estes, > •/. 


"During the conference I confronted Billie Sol with 
the fact that the previous day 1 had inspected the Superior 
Manufacturing Company in Amarillo, Texas, and found that they 
had approximately 110 employees altogether, I also stated to 
Mr. Estes that I had been informed by the President of Superior 
Manufacturing Company that the factory had a capacity turn-put 
of approximately 800 pne -thousand barrel anhydrous ammonia 
tanks a month, operating on a three-shift basis, I stated 
to Mr. Estes that in making a comparison with the number' of 
chattel mortgages filed covering anhydrous ammonia tanks, 
manufactured by Superior Manuf actprfng Company, and filed 


5/ 9/62 
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'•of record during the month of 1963 alone, that the Superior 
Manufacturing Company would have had to produce approximately 
3,376 anhydrous ammonia tanks of 1,000 barrel capacity. I 
'also told Mr. Estes that obvippsly this was an utter im- 
possibility. Mr. Estes in rpply said tp us there were not 
jany such tanks backing up the ffled mortgages. I asked 
*Mr. Estes if this applied tp all Of the contracts that had 
been sold to the various finance companies . Mr. Estes said 
tjfgat they were of the same f breed* • 

u Mr . Estes was then asked if he knew how many 
finance companies had purchased these ’spurious' contracts, 
and to what extent. In reply to this, Mr. Estes pulled from 
his pocket a memorandum which had the hames of all the finance 
^companies and the approximate; ajnovints that were owing to 
""■each. After some persuasion? iaud with the approval of Mr. 
..Estes’ attorney, he gave Mr t Irion and myself copies of the 
;;iist. 

"Mr. Estes then began to tell he that he could 
,work this thing out, and all of the companies would receive 
full payment of the debts > provided they cooperated with 
him, and not tear down what he referred to as his ! *house 
of cards ' . 

"Mr. Estes vowed* he had no fear Of going to jail, 
and never at this particular conference did he (Estes) 
seem concerned about the p^s^ible consequences of his acts. 

"Mr. Estes said he was willing to cooperate 
with the finance companies in working out a plan to liquidate 
t&e obligations. In the course of our conversation, I began 
to press him as to just ^ow^ cooperative he was willing to 
foe. In this connection,. '! stated 1 wanted to examine all 
his books and records of "d$jt his enterprises, to see what 
his assets were, and the' extent of his "liabilities. Mr. 

Estes said he was willing f br me to come to his home town 
of Pecos and he would make a full disclosure of everything. 

~At this point, he became quite enthusiastic about working 
with me. He said I could liye at his house and we could 
set up a joint account for depositing the income and paying 
out expenses and liquidating the obligations. Then in about 
the middle of this conversation, Mr. Estes said, ’Now, wait 
a minute, I have a commitjnenf tbaf I must honor in a month 
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’or so for $40,000.00.' At this conference, nothing 
further was said about the commitment. 

I "While I went to Pecos on March 13, 1962, I 

"stayed at the Brandon Hotel, and not at the home of 
Jfir . Estes . 


"The next time I saw Mr, Estes was in his office 
in Pecos, Texas, on March 14, 1962 . and March* 15 . 1962 . I 
isrti^nt mnst ruf hnth. days with him. 


to Pecos, 
wfth Mr. Estes 
agreed to _tejf 


■I uwr wg v** MNfOM * | | ■ ’ 

pacific Finance Corporation, accompanied 

J „ _ _•» s _<) _ .o ' ir n j. • 


flttisr a. d-i Sf-nasi nn nf firtme lengt h of time 

lMr^* Estes 


POCKS ana re corug 
to 


get witfc| 
Rstes Entesrprises 


office , where 
day of March 14, 1962. 


to go Q vey the~ 
retired 


spent the rest of the 


"Mr. Estes and myself conferred 
alone in his office, but some of the time 


was present. 


much of the time 


r 


"Mr. Estes outlined the following story on the 
days of March 14th and 15th, with various interruptions, 
^whieh I will relate later in this statement. 

„ "Mr. Estes said that prior to the sprang of 

1959, he and other farmers had enjoyed successful crops, 

"but then for the three years just preceding the spring 
of 1959, he and the farmers had suffered three successive 
crop failures. He (Estes) said that during the prosperous 
years he had let a large number of farmers become rather 
heavily indebted to him. That then, with the crop failures, 
the farmers could not pay him, and consequently^, he himself 
Jbecame 'hard-pressed' for money to pay his own Creditors. 

"Mr. Estes &aid he started going to the farmers 
„and had them give hiSHibrtgages on their irrigation pumps. 

He said he in turn sold the contracts to some finance 
^companies in the Midwest, and on the East Coast. Mr. Estes 
related that he exhausted all the available irrigation pumps, 
so he just started creating fictitfeus mortgages on non- 
existent pumps, which paper he likewise sold. He said this 
worked well until he said, 'Some smart cookie’ up in South 
Bend got to counting up how many pumps they held mortgages 
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,,A '4on , and determined that it was more pumps than needed in 
all West Texas , much less just in Reeves County ’ . This , 

|ie acknowledged, stopped the sipping of mortgages covering 
irrigation pumps. 

"Mr. Estes explained that prior to the fall of 
.1958, he had been in the anhydrous ammonia business in 
the Pecos area. He stated that he had acquired a number 
of ammonia tanks , and he found the of ammonia to be 

very competitive, therefore, he began to cut the price 
to get the business of the various farmers. He said he 
felt he was doing a good thing for the farmers, and they 
in turn became more and more Obligated to him. f 

^rC r '> *" . ' 1 1 L 'jOLvJlW / / 

"Mr. Estes explained that in 1958 he ’hit’ upon 
an expansion plan for his ammonia sales operatipns and grain 
storage operations. He stated^that by fall of 1958 he had 
become heavily obligated to-^onmercialSolvents Corporation 
in New York f or the purchase of ammonia. He said he owed 
them at that time somewhere in the neighborhood of $500,000,00. 
He stated he and Commercial Solvents Corporation entered into 
an agreement whereby they would furnish him $225,000 f <00 in 
cash and extend him additional credit for purchase of auhydrous 
ammonia up to $900,000.00, including (She delinquent debt. 

Mr. Estes explained he used the $225,000,00 in cash to 
purchase some terminal elevators. He further stated he 
.gave Commercial Solvents Corporation mortgages on the elevators, 
as well as on other property of his, both real and personal. 

He also said he agreed to and did give them an assignment of 
his grain storage receipts. MP* Estes explained further that 
from time to time he gave Commercial Solvents Corporation 
additional mortgages and assignments to the extent of all 
his (Estes) property, except hisi home and automobile. 

"Along $jbout this time, Mr. Estes said he conceived 
the idea of creating fictitious sales and lease contracts, 
covering non-existent ahhydous ammonia tanks and applicator 
equipment. He explained that' either he or one of his employees 
would approach a farmer with sales contracts which would' have 
a specified number of tanks typed in the contracts with serial 
numbers covering each tank for identification. He said he would 
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* I 

»4give the farmer 10% of what he cdpfd gel? from the sale 
of the contracts to the variguts finance cpmpanies, in 
consideration of the use of the farmer's credit. He 
would give the farmer a lease contract covering the tanks 
and equipment for a monthly rental eqnal to the monthly 
payments called for in the sales contracts. He would also 
furnish the farmer the down payment which he (Estes) would 
collect back from Superior Manufacturing Company in Amarillo. 

He stated none of the tanks referred to in the contracts sold 
to the farmers were ever manufactured. 

"Mr. Estes said that up until pacific sent in 'all 
those investigators' contacting the farmer? about the where- 
abouts of the tanks, that through rental^ he would pay the 
farmers, who in turn would pay the finance companies , that 
all such payments on the contract? were current. He stated 
this created a very good atmosphere for selling more contracts. 

”1 asked Mr. Estes how he covered UP the fact that 
the contracts covered non-rexistent tank?. In answer* Mr. 

Estes explained that the finance companies would sent in a 
few 'checkers' to make rd&fcine 'checks' on the tanks. He 
said they would come to his office, and it would be ascertained 
the serial number of the tanks the ' checkers' desired to examine. 
He said he would then send out metal tag? with such serial 
numbers on them ahead of the 'checkers’. He would have tag? 
changed, and by the time the 'checkers' arrived, they examined 
the tanks with serial number? corresponding to those on the 
respective contracts. Mr. Estes was amused by the fact that 
he said he had one 'checker' examine the same tank three 
different times with three different serial numbers on it, 
hy moving the tank to three separate locations. 

"During the discussion on tbe-d-^th* and 15th of March, 
we were interrupted one time |to>a phone call from a person 
identified by Estes as jami^Jwhitten ' . Mr. Estes* secretary 
came into his office and said, *Mr, Whitten is calling from 
. Washington and wants some changes made in the contracts ' . Mr . 
Estes talked a few moments, then without 'hanging up’ the 
receiver, went &nto his secretary 's’ office. He came back 
and said to me, 'Pick up the receiver and listen in* this is 

one of the big people in agriculture*. 1 listened in* and 

the person identified as Mr. Whitten said to (the secretary 

who was taking down what he was saying* ’In that paragraph 

where it refers to 'soil bank' put this . — — .' (I do not 
remember what tie inserted language wa? * ) Then the person 
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"’''said, ’Now in the small print strike the name of — — 

(I don’t remember the name) and insert Jamie Whitten’, 
then spelling the name, ’ J-A-M-I-E W-H-I-T-T-E-N* . After 
the conversation ended, Mr. Estes said that ’Mr. Whitten 
was the man who gets things done, that he is the chairman 
of the sub-committee on budget appropriations for the 
agriculture program.’ Mr. Estes continued, saying, that 
he had a number of intimate friends in the Agriculture 
Department, and that he was on the President’s Cotton 
Advisory Committee . He said he and the big men that 
count were setting up an agriculture program that would 
be good for the people , and would be good for his business . 

Mr. Estes said that if the so-called conservatives were 
elected every time, it wpuld take them eight years to get 
him (Estes) and his crowd out of control. 

"During the course of our conferences , Mr .. Estes 
outlined the sources of his income, to which we could look 
for liquidation of the obligations. 

"Mr. Estes said first of all the sale of the anhydrous 
ammonia would have to go back to a true retail market price. 

He said he was confident he could maintain his customers 
because they were So involved and obligated to him on the 
fictitious mortgages. He further stated he was confident 
he could have the complete cooperation of Commercial Solvents 
Corporation, because he was ’Commercial Solvents’. I asked 
him what he meant by this. He said, ’because I am into them 
so deep they would have no other choice . ’ 

"Mr. Estes stated the most lucrative and certain 
source of income was his grain storage receipts, which he 
estimated would gross in excess of five million dollars per 
year if the terminals were kept near their capacity in 
grain storage . I asked how sure he was that he could keep 
them near full. He stated that, ’we didn’t have to worry 
about that’, he said ’he had the right contacts in Washington 
to take care of this.’ He said, ’it cost money, but’, he 
said ’everything does. ’ 

"Mr. Estes said the other source of income upon 
which we could depend, was from the transfer of cotton 
allotments from "condemned acreage t© acreage f n the irrigated 
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’’areas of West Texas. He explained to me how the plan 
worked. Estes stated the plan was temporarily ’stalled* 

£n the Department of Agriculture , but that it was a lawyers ’ 
squabble, and it would soon be straightened up. He said 
this was a real ’set up* from which we could reap a fortune. 
He said the man who was helping him on this was to be his 
house guest in about a week, as he was to make a speech 
before the Pecos Chamber of Commerce. Mr. Estes did not 
identify the name of the man who was to speak, but I am 
informed that Mr. Emery Jacobs of the Agriculture Department 
did make a speech in Pecos. On the morning of March 15th, 
while Estes and I were alone, I told him there was one thing 
that really bothered me in trying to work out an acceptable 
plan with the finance companies. I explained while I was 
not being critical, it was obvious to: me he spent lots of 
’payoff* money in various ways and means. I told him I was 
confident no company would knowingly become a part of such 
activities. Mr. Estes said, ’Well, the finance companies 
are going to have to allow me enough money to maintain my 
way of living and running my business. I don’t mean main- 
taining a high standard of living. * Mr. Estes said he was 
willing to move out of his luxurious home, but, he said, 
’They (the finance companies) will just have to allow me 
enough money to carry out my commitments that will have to 
be made and then not ask me to account for it. ’ 


”1 asked Mr. Estes just how much money we were 
talking about, to which he replied, from one hundred thousand 
dollars to two hundred thousand dollar^ per year. I told him 
that this posed a real problem, to which he agreed. I want 
,to make it clear, however, that Mr. Estes never did identity 
to me any person to whom he may have given money or gift^. 


”Mr. McDermont and I le ft Pecos the evening of 


March 15th and flew to Midland in 
plane. Then ke flew from Midland to Los Angeles, 


private 
California. 


”0n March 16, 1962 


and 


myself, met with the governing officials of Pacific Finance 
Corporation. I related the aforesaid facts. I was imme- 
diately informed by the President of Pacific that while I 
could continue my little game of undercover work with Estes, 
that under no circumstances, nor in any event, would Pacific 
Finance Corporation make any kind of agreement with Estes, 
or have anything whatsoever t© do with him. 
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"I remarked to the Pacific people that I felt 
confident the Commercial Solvents Corporation was involved 
deeply with Estes , and that they were actually an integral 
part of this Estes conspiracy, I had to admit this was 
.only suspicion on my part, but I thought probative evidence 
could be fr win d to support mv^opinion in this regard. I 
mentioned that l I ? 

Commercial Solvents Corporation , and his wife , were at 
tbat~1Time'7' Weekend guests of Estes in Pecos, 
decided I would return to Pecos to confer w. 
and Mr. Estes. 


It was 





•’On the night of March 17, 1962, I arrived back 
in Midland, Texas, where I contacted Mr. Estes by phone. 
Mr. Estes sent his private plane for me, and I was taken 
to the Brandon Hotel in Pecos to spend the night. 


"The next morning I was taken to the Estes home 


tn have breakfast with Mr. and Mrs. Estes, 
After breakfast, Mr. Estes, 


and myself retired to the living room. Just as we were 
sitting down, Mr. Estes, in a jokirgmanner , said ^They 
(meaning Commercial Solvents) want to n ut me in busin ess 


in Brazil 
explaining to 


There was no 


comment from 


After 


why I wanted to talk witn him, 


I asked him wh at prougat-nim to this land of coyotes and 


grairie dogs . [ 


said Billie Sol had called him 


about an assignment which he had prepared and filed of 
record that indicated Billie was transferring several 
millions p f dollars to the Bank of Switzerland, and he 


1 


thought he had better come out and talk with 

tfieri said he had just returned from 


Billie . 

a five-weex trip to Europe where Commercial Sol ijonts Corn- 


oration was establishing an operation in Italy, 

said Commercial Solvents Corporati on was going t o do busi- 
ness, with the Bank of Switzerland. I I said that 

if matters got too bad for Billie Sol, that Solvents could 
use him as a consultant in Switzerland. Mr. Estes immediately 
said, *1 think Brazil would be better . f 


| explained generally Commercial Solvents 
operations, and said they were closely associated with many 
people in the United States Department of Agriculture, and 
there was no reason why they could not take over all of Mr. 
Bstes’ enterprises, and operate them as good as he could. 
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said Commercial Solvents had established 
xnrougn Estes a very favorable market in West Texas, 
and they (Solvents) intended to maintain their position 
in the market. Estes, on several occasions during the 
conference, said he was prepared to turn all his operations 
over to Commercial Solvents Corporation. Mr. Estes re- 
marked that Commercial Solvents had sent him $40Qf, 000 . 00 
in cash only a few da ys before. I could tell from the 
facial expressions of] |that he did not like 
the remark, however, it was later confirmed bv testimony 


from 


l 




Solven ts C orporation . 


»» r PVw=> Oftn-fav»onno Tvi°rt,1ro 


March 18th 
New York 
from which 


Mijt 

H 


was xxown m mr . 

I returned to Dallas. 


about l(h30 a.m., ‘ 
left to return to 
iisxes * plane to Midland, 


T 


"i£ next saw Mr. Estes in Dallas, Texas, on the 
afternoon of March 26th. I went to his suite in the 
Statler-Hilton Hotel. Pre sent part of the time was Mr. 
Estes. Mr. Ruel Alexander JT 


b 


sues anu axexanuer 


ttc — rafked 


principally of Mr. Estes' plan for parrying out a liquidation 
Of the obligations owed the finance companies . I remarked 
that I understood from the morning newspaper that the F.B.t. 
was looking into the matter, and that if they got involved 
it would blow the whole thing up. Mr. Estes could not 
understand what they might be investigating. Mr. Estes 
said he would call Lyndoi^y ohns on-and-'ge t the thing 
stopped. He later called me by phone, and said he had 
called Washington, and everything was taken care of. In 
f orth-eight hours, Mr. Estes was in jail. 


"The next and last time I saw Mr. Estes was 
the afternoon of March 27th, when he appeared before the 
finance company meeting. Nothing was jgaid by Mr. Estes, 
of any significant importance. 


"I left out of this statement a number of things 
Mr. Estes and I talked about, which things I consider of 
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"little or no importance to the purpose of this statement, 
however, 1 will amplify on this, i$ it be desired 1 do so. 

"I, Frai^c Cain, after being duly sworn on oath 
before Manning C. Clements, above identified, I have read 
and understood the above statement and the statements made 
therein by me are within my knowledge true and correct. 



"/s/ Frank Cain 

Frank Cain , Affiant 


SWORN AND SUBSCRIBED TO by Frank Cain on each 
page of this instrument, before me, the undersigned on 
this the 9th day of May, 1962, at Dallas, Texas 


"/s / Manning C. Clements 
Manning C . Clements 


"Witness : 

"7s/ will Hayden Griffin, Special Agent, F.B.I., Dallas, ‘‘Texas 
5-9-62 . « 


pjg 

i 


Concerning the reported statement of ESTES ^ on 
March 8, 1962 that he had a $40,000 commitment, Mr« : CAlNJ 
advised orally that, while no names were mentioned, it. was 
clear ESTES intended he, CAIN, understand such $40,000 
commitment was in the nature of a pay-off to Government , 
employees . 


With regard to his testimony before the Court of 
Inquiry, April 20, 1962, Mr. CAIN advised he was not quoted 
correctly by newspapers relative to the telephone conversation 
ESTES had on March 14, or March 15, 1962 with "Jamie Whitten**. 
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' Newspapers had reported Mr, CAIN had testified he asked 
ESTES, following the conversation, $That was your pay-off, 
wasn’t it?” to which ^IST&S answered in the affirmative. 

Mr. CAIN advised Agents he had . not so testified. 

I I 1 i 

* Mr. CAIN said he had questioned ESTES as to 

financial statements he had submitted, with particular 
reference to their accuracy ^ in< ?e they were supposedly 
prepared by public accountants, ESTES, replied that 
’’every man has his price’’, ^JSferring financial statements 
had been falsified, 

» - 

Mr , CAIN Stated he would be giad to attempt to 
elaborate further in additional statements under oath 
on any points in his statement should such be desired. 

He stated he is aware that some of ESTES’ statements 
in his presence might have been ’’puffing”, that, however, 
he had the feeling ESTES considered him, CAIN, in the 
nature of a ’’confidant’’ when he made the various statements. 
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Date 


5/14/62 


Neiman-Mareus (NM) 


Texas was advised an interview was aesxrea wirn 
Him concerning a sales ticket and ’’Returned Goods Records” 
prepared by him at NM dur ing Septe mber and October^ 1961, Prior 


"I was advised of the official 

—I ! J 


to the interview with him[ , 

character of SA GASTON C, THOMPSON, that he was not required 
to make a statement, oral or written, that any statement made 
must be voluntary and may be used against him later in court, 
in the ©Vent he should furnish false information, that he had 
th© right to counsel before making a statement, and . that . agents 
of the FBI have statutory authority to place potential witness 
under oath in matters involving possible fraud against th© 
Government or misconduct of a Government employee. 


advised he had no objection ,to 
•Under oath; however, he did not see any need furnish i n 

information in the form of a signed statement, | 

placed under oath by SA THOMPSON , 

There was exhibited to 
iMmber 64417-2 dated Oetpber 5 
and prepared in the name 


the 


TUZT 


jriginal NM sales . ticket 
Tiearing the initials 


Virginia” as follows 


"Section Class Quantity 


352 

352 


1 

1 


6 

6 


Article 

Shirts in 
Shirts out 


price 

$16,95 

16,95 


$101,70 

101,70 

wm 




SIZE 

39128” 


There was exhibited td 
Goods Record” dated September 2{f. 

covering six $16,95 shirts returned for e^hangeycogc-cxrer 

attached original handwritten letter containing instructions as 
follows ; 


or igi nal NM "Returne d 
I9bi, s ignedf - ’ 

.ante© 


4 th 




on 


5/10/62 


. at 


Dallas, Texas 


« 4! 58-188 

Date dieted 5/14/6 2 


b. Special Agent GASTON C. THOMPSOM/sah , 

18 
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Neiman Marcus 
Dallas, Texas 

Dear Sirs, 


I recently received these shirts from your store, 
tout they are the wrong size. I would like to exchange them 
for 15-32. If you do not have them in that size, I would 
like you to send another type of white shirt with a short 
tato collar in the correct size. If the other shirty are 
not of the same value you could make it up by sending extra 
shirts, so there would not have to be any money refunded. 

Thank you very much. 


/s A 





TIT” 

1 


I on 

jturi 


i i readily r-a^ngn ized the initi als ! 

the sales ticket and a signature I I on the ''Returned 

Goods Record” as his initials and signature indicating he 
prepared the sales ticket and handled the exchange in shirts 
in accord with instructions contained in the above letter , 

He stated ” Section 352” indicates the shirts were 
business or dress type (not sport type) shirts and ’’Class 1” 
indicates shirts were white in color, instead of being colored 
shirts (’’Class 5”). He advised, however, information's to 
Class (color) as shown on sales ticket may be inaccurate and 
that he may have listed only one Class (color) to avoid having 
to prepare 2 sales tickets (one for white shirts and one for 
colored shirts) . He stated his best recollection is there 
were 2 white shirts and 4 coldfted shirts, or vi ce versa, which 

..... • . . . A. t» ^••4.11 


came ”in” and the same number were sent ’’out”. I 
surmised such circumstances are the reason he origipany 
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listed the quantity on the sales ticket as ,, J 2" and changed 
the quantity to T ’ 6”, or possibly vice versa, 
of the opinion shirts in question were "Sea 
with a NM label in the collar. 


was 

isianu udtton" 


It was pointed out to that the abovfe 

document did not contain any date or other identifying data 
as to the original purchase of the shirts which were returned 
for exchange. He advised he did not recall any data from 
memory in this regard and could not furnish any specific 
information as to the identity of the sales ticket covering 
the original purchase of the six shirts returned for exchange, 


' £0 
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Date 


ROB BOYD (BOB) WATSON, Salesman, Clothing Department, 
Neiman-Marcus (NM) , residence 7230 West Lake, both Dallas, Texas 
was reinterviewed under oath concerning NM alteration ticket 
number 30784 and 30785 dated September 5, 1961. 


WATSON again identified the above alteration tickets 
as the alteration tickets prepared by him on two size 41 regular 
"Qsfford" brand suits, one brown in color and one blue in color, 
fitted to Dr. JAMES T. RALPH, Assistant Secretary of Agriculture, 
U.S. Department of Agriculture, Washington, D.C., at- Dallas, Texas 
on September 8 or 9, 1961. WATSON pointed cjut these tickets 
contain $>s in appropriate spaces for alteration as follows? 


Coat to Blue Suit 

' ' ' " _r ' ' n . ■ i \ 

1 J , i i 

1; Shorten Sleevbs. 1 

2. Shorten collat . , . > 

3. Take in sides . . ( i,; 

4. Take in neckpOints. 

: •?.}• ; ;; ;)"• : • 

Pants to Blue Suit * ■ . 

1. Outseam 42£" .| ’ 

2. Alter seat as’ marked. 


Coat to Brown Sh$.t 

1. Shorten Sleeves. 

2. Take in "left" side. 


Pants to Brown Suit 


1 . --O utsea m 42 J" . 

2. Alter seat as marked, 


WATSON stated he placed Xs in appropriate spaces on 
alteration tickets as the tailor marked and ****** 

RALPH and called out the alterations to be made. WATSON denied 
being "aggressive" and stated he is unable to understand why 
RALPH does not Recall suits were fitted to him iw detail as 
revealed by alteration tickets. | 


, ( 
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5/10/62 „ t Dallas, Texas 


Date dictated 5/14/62. 


by Special AtjeVit 44 


1: GASTON; C « THOMPSON/sah 


This document 
your agoncy A 

I * 
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logned^to 


I; 


I 


WATSON again-stated he does not specifically 
recall KAII^OT^E^tOWNSEND leaving merchandise covered by 
NM sales ticket number 63194-14 with him (WATSON) for 
disposal; however, such practice is not unusual and it is 
entirely possible such circumstances were applicable to this 
particular purchase, WATSON volunteered, since NM records 
do not indicate merchandise covered by this sale ticket was 
mailed, that ESTES possibly took merchandise with him when he 
left store, 

WATSON stated he did not see any need for reducing 
the above information to signed statement form. 


1 
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•w lp ".’" v ;:LT‘UsT - 


Date 


5/14/62 


1 Sheraton -Dallas 

# __ lowing on microfilm 

records s 


Folio Z 63587 reflecting charges to account of 

BILLIE SOL ESTES , rooms 2911, 2912, 2913 during 
period September 6 - September 9, 1961 j 
Folio Z 63127 reflecting charges to the account of Dr. 
JAMES T 0 RALPH, room 2419, during period September 
7 - September 10, 1961 $ 

Folio Z 63128 reflecting charges to the account of 
William E, Morris, room 2421, during period 
September 7 - September 9, 1961 „ 


None of the 
for mailing of 


included charges identifiable 
or otherwise. 


stated the hotel maintains no record 
as to packages accepted from guests for mailing, insured or 
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Date 


c, )rrr'<o-.ui 


CLARENCE H XLARY^MOSELEY , Director ,^alla§_Co^odrty_ 
Office, Agricultural Stabilization. aSafConsepatiou Service 
(ASCS) , XJ.S „ DejparjtmentjQf Agriculture (USDA) , was questioned 
as to the employment status of W. P. MATTOX, who&. .according 
to newspaper accounts on the same date, had been "Sts^spen ® 
by State ASCS officials on the basis of having accepted 
BILLIE SOL ESTES expenses, plane trip and hotel, in connecti 
with a trip to Washington, D.C. 

MR. MOSELEY stateH ^5W!T€^ , as an ASCS Committeeman 
from Reeves County, Texas, was elected to such position »y 
farmers of the county. Such Committeemen are paid from Federal 
lands oh a per diem basis. Th6y are- not classified Civil 
Service employees, but under l@gisl&^@|^i of .fairly recen a e 
persons occupying Such positions are eligibly for Governme 
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Date 


5/14/62 


HENRY ev GOODPASTURE , Chief ,_Fiscal Division, 
Agricultural Stabilization and Conservation Service, (ASCS) , ,. T -_ , 

DaXFas~Commodity Office , U,S. Department of Agriculture, 

j[BSDA) , being duly sworn, May 10, 1962 furnished the information 
set forth below, 

MR, GOODPASTURE stated it is not at all unusual 
jand, ip fact, it is a very common practice for operators of grain 
storage elevators to assign payments due them from Commodity 
Credit; Corporation for storage of Government grain, fie said 
he could recall no instances when his agency had declined to 
approve such assignments. He said such approval is handled 
entirely by the Dallas office for assignments within the 12-state 
.Area covered by his office, no approval from or notification to 
Washington headquarters being required, 

GOODPASTURE explained the machinery by which assign- 
ments are effected as follows? the assignor (warehouseman) 
initiates an assignment by execution of Commodity Credit 
Corporation Form 252 (March 9, 1954), which is a document in 
legal form by which the assignor authorizes and instructs that 
pay^lpts due him be made to a designated assignee. Form 252 
is gent to the assignee, who executes Form 251, (March 9, 1954) 
a ’’Notice of Assignment” „ Both forms are sent to ASCS , where 
the Claims and Collections Section examines the documents and 
approves them, the date and hour of such approval being the 
effective date of assignment. 

The assignee specifies in Form 251 whether assignee 
is (a) a financial institution, (b) a person or firm holding 
a lien or encumbrance, or (c) a person or firm not holding 
a lien or encumbrance, GOODPASTURE stated 1 at least 99 per cent 
of the assignments fall into the- first two categories and 
approval is given with little question. He said those in the j 
third category are so infrequent that he could not at the / 

moment recall a specific instance. Such would include, for 
example, an estate pending Inhere the appropriate person to 
whom payments should be made might be subject to question. 

In such cases, more thorough examination by ASCS would be 
necessary prior to approval. 



on 5/10,14/62 qt 


Dallas , Texas 
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The assignor and assignee are advised of th© date 
and hour of acceptance by form letter DL-535-F1. The original 
documents are maintained by ASCS, not filed for Court record. 
All payments after the effective date are made directly to 
the assignee at the address furnished. The assignment must 
call for all of the proceeds due the warehouseman, as ASCS 
does hot wish to "keep books" for the assignor. The 
assignment is effective until duly cancelled or, in any 
case, with expiration of the Government’s related contract 
with the warehouseman. He explained that all contracts 
with warehousemen expired as to June 30, 1960 with the 
inception of a new contract form, that new assignments were 
required , 


MR, GOODPASTURE stated no approval is given to 
an assignment prior to the effective date of a Uniform Grain 
Storage Agreement, (USGA^. contract between Government and 
warehouseman) . He said it is conceivable that application 
for USGA and for assignment might be executed simultaneously, 
and due to the fact papers in connection with such trans- 
actions are handled by different personnel*, in ASCS , approval 
of assignment actually predate approval of the contract. 

He said such did hpt occur in the case of BILLIE SOL ESTES, 
despite a recent inference he had noted in the press* 

MR. GOODPASTURE stated he had recently, 'At the 
request of USDA, Washington, D.C., supplied figures -as to 
all payments made by ASCS to assignees of BILLIE SOL 
ESTES under grain storage contracts since effective dates 
of assignments, and similar figures as to warehouses where 
it has been found ESTES had an affiliation, as well as figures 
as to warehouses in the name of COLEMAN MC SPADDEN, a known 
associate of ESTES, MR , GOODPASTURE permitted examination 
of files reflecting assignments in the various instances 
and supplied a copy of the tabulated details from which he 
arrived at the figures furnished to his Washington headquarters 
as to total payments made. It is observed such tabulations, 
performed on IBM machines, reflect the code number of the 
warehouse v iuyolved , its name and location, purposes of 
payments '&ba|nS&^^um , etc.), dates of payments, 

draft numbers, and'luhounts . MR, GOODPASTURE stated such 
payments include those made through March 31, 1962, payments 
since that date being in suspension pending determination of 
the status of ESTES, et al. The tabulations set forth ^plow 
were made by Agent in MR. GOODPASTURE’S presence on the basis 
of file reviews and examination of IBM tabulations furuf|h© d s 
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Elevator Warehouse 

; tfede 


Estes opdaa^ted 


f-8048 


8-7883 


9-7663 ^/United" Elevators , 
El a injzxew., — Te xa s_ 

' ' Y~' 

8/7858 - r ’ ' * 

Kress ,__Texa.S 


Lamesa, Texas. 


S i 1 ver t on . Texas 


8-8021 ' rt •" 

Sopth plains , . Texas 

8-7425 h^la ins jElev - . 

Levelland, Texas 


Effective date 
beginning. of 
Estes Operatic 


3/9/59 


3/4/60 


4/26/61 


5/25/60 


2/25/60 

9/1/61 


Estes ^teEi/iiated 

8- 8073 -./'Hale Co. G£ain Co. 

Mla.inview.^Texas-^- 

^J-8068 /palo Duro Grain Co. 
j? ulia , Te x_._ 

9- 8126 / i Allied Elevators 

Heref ord .Texas 

McSpadden -/ 

9-8079 JfAsSoc. Growers _ of 


9-p05 


ldorado, Wildorado, 


t Gr. Co < 


9/22/60 

7/14/60 


6/27/61 


10/4/60 

Tfx. 

6/20/61 


8^9790 ^ucumcari G$^C § . 7/28/61 


» 


Assignee 


Date of 
Assignment 


Total paid 


Commercial Solvents 4/2/59, 
Corp. (1) 8/18/60 


It 

ft 


•1 

It 

. r 
ft 


Tt 

ft 


M 

U 

\ 

No assignment 


$7,293,500.^9 
7 , 591 ,274 . 18* 

Commercial Credit 

10/17/60 

$ 282,011.26 

Corp,, (2) 


* \ 

, 19 _ 

10/6/60 

1,279.^69.29 

It 

1/2/62 

29,189.03 

Prefab Steel 

10/12/60 

159,752.32 

Structures (3) 



Butler Mfg. Co. (4) 

7/5/61 

482 . 50 

C « I <>T , Corp. (5) 
No assignment 

9/7/61 

40,491.55 
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( 1 ) 

( 2 ) 


fiommerclal Solvents fio rp. . 260 Madison Avenue, New York, New York, 


{signing for assignee, 

) ^Commercial Cred it Corporation, 300 St, _ Paul Street., Baltimore, Maryland, . 
y | Signing for assignee, 

v ^ e^ru< “ 


Amarillo., _Texas , 


(3) ;Pre± ab steel structures . 

, _ *J | sighiirg for assignee. 

( 4) i.Hut:ier Ma naiactnring Company , 7400_East 13th Street, Kansas Cit y « -- / :■ 

, „ Missouri., [ signing for assignee; assignment terminated 

8/10/61, : : 

(5) «<££ — i. — T * Tor nnrat ion , 408_ North St, Paul Street, Dallas, Texas, 


I 


signing for assigneeT 


* When-'on May 10, 1962 it was pointed out to MR. GOODPASTURE that a 
representative of Commercial Solvents Corporation had informed Agents of the 
New York Office" pf FBI that a total of $7,60^,374.74 had been received by that 
jj^Comm odity Cred it Corporation d#%ssignee of ESTES, MR. GOODPASTURE 


company frog 

ip|ated he was unable to account for the difference of $307,873.65 shown to have 
bpen paid to this con c ern- oir the --basis of IBM - tabulations, unless this 
difference was paid by the New Orleans office of ASCS for assignment of cotton 
storage proceeds . 


On May 14, 1962, MR. GOODPASTURE advised records had been re-searched 
over the previous weekend, as a result, of which, two Additional payments to 
Commercial Solvents, totaling $£§7,773,39, had been located, leaving a new 
difference of $10,100.56. MR. GOODPASTURE supplied details as to the two 
additional payments located and advised.. new tabulations have been run off 
on IBM machines, copies of which are being furnished to USDA, Washington, 
aid a. copy for FBI, Dallas. He said ASCS does not keep a "customer account" as 
to payments made. to .various assignees, and accordingly, his tabulations were 
‘t|£p result of extensive record searches. He said the most recent re-check 
was extremely thorough and he had little hpp© of finding the difference, but 
should same be accounted for he would advise promptly. 
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DL 58-188 


MR., GOODPASTURE pointed out that certain payments 
had been mad© to warehousemen following assignments of proceeds, 
as follows; 

$ 12, 013 , 01 was paid to United Elevators, of which 
$11,925,51 represented purchase contract refunds not under 
United's USGA contract, the balance paid directly for 
inspection and weighing charges, 

$46,245,25 was paid to Allied Elevators for the 
same reasons. 


MR o GOODPASTURE was asked as to the identity of 
"’Smith-Bawden’' terminals which had been referred to by a 
representative of Commerical Solvents Corporation in discussing 
their dealings with ESTES with Agents of the New York Office, 

He advised the "Smith-Bawden" terminals were predecessor 
companies to United Elevators, piainview, Texas, 
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FD^302 (Rev. 3-3-5 9) 


^FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATE 


Date 


t > 

, V 

5/14/62 


On the basis of information that a telephone call 
was made on February 2 , 1962 f rom 445-3807 « Pecos , T exas , listed 


to ESTES ENTERPRISES, to RALPH[ 


Texas , 


a check of the Criss-Cross Telephone>direct6ry reflected th e 
above nup iber^to be listed tq 


listing 
Company , 


Lubb ock , 
1C. B 


bMT check of the telephone director# cpjifirmea xms 


fend reflected a listing also to C.JB^Rolph Construction 
1712 Broadway, Lubbock, telephone PO 2-1445. 

— — " ~ ' ' • 

Operator 32, Retail Merchants Credit Association, 

advised telephonieally that I 

Rolnh C onstruction Company P 1 


$i,bUU, 
rating satisiactory, 


has been on file since November l , isbi , that 

~ ~| with mo nthly income of about 
Minnesota , credit 
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File # D k 58-188 


on 5/14/62 Lubbock » Texas 


Date dictated 5/14/62 


by Special Agent 

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to 
your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. 
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&:■ <• -*< >. 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

• Date 'May 11; 



On 

by 


5/11/62 „ t Richmond,, Virginia 


SA 


/ 



Fils $ Richmond 58-158 
Dallas 58-186 


Date dictated 5/11/62 


b6 
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This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI* It is the property of the FBI ,and is loaned to 
your agency; it and Ita contents are not to bo distributed outside your agency. 






by SAC CURTIS O, LYNUM /sa rw- dictatod 5/11/62 

41* 

'This document contains neither recommendations nor, conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI ,and is loaned to 
your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. 
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Transmit tMeJpHcWing in 


A IlllS L 


Date: 5/9/62 

PLAIN TEIT 

(Type in plain text or code ) 

REGISTERED AIR MAIL SPECIAL DELIVERY 


(Priority or Method of Mailing) 


DIRECTOR, FBI (29-28704) 

IMMEDIATE ATTENTION: MR. UELTE 


GENERAL INVESTIGATIVE DIVISION 


FROM: SAC, EL PASO (58-59) 

o 

RE: BILLIE SOL ESTES, aka., et al 

ITSP; BRIBERY 
(00: Dallas) 

Rernyte 1 5/9/62 captioned BILLIE SOL ESTES, aka., etal, 
ITSP - MF; Conspiracy, and '‘transcript of BILLIE SOL ESTES' • 
account in First National Bank of Pecos. 1/ ^ 

Attached is one box of R.ecord.ak film, the microfilm 
of 168 ledger sheets of ESTES' account in the First National 
Bank of Pecos. IjA-.ir— rn.oxie_st ed that the General Investigative 
Division ask t he La boratory to.jdevelop the film and print four 
copies of each picture, one set for the Bureau and one set for 
El Paso, one set which Bureau may wish to forward to the Depart- 
ment, and one set for Dallas, office of origin. The negatives 
may be retained by the Laboratory. , 

&049S ? Ijq 

Bureau instructed in its ted of 5/7/62 that this 
material be forwarded in form suitable for dissemination by 
the Department by 5/14/62. El Pas^ simply does not have the 
facilities for the development and\ handling -of this /material . 

CROSBY 

(Snc A) <M& AMSu) ft '• '//: 


'3' - Bureau (Enc .\) (RE 

1 - El Paso 

\ *. MV i,i?UCE jvv 

wwr /my f * \k:5 < ( 



!' ■</ 
/ J 


r/ '<■/ 


2rh/%? V 


Approved* 


Lai Agent in Charge 




OPTIONAL FORM NO. 10 


P 

R.NMEI 

Memorandum 


UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 


# 


* ** 
Tolson _ 
Belmont 
Mohr . 




^ Callahan . 
Conrad 


DeLoach- 
Evans 


TO 


Mr. 





Malone . 
Rosen _ 


date: May 17, 1962 


Sullivan . 
Tavel 


Trotter . 


FROM : 




w 


Tele. Room . 

Holmes 

Gandy 


0 


subject: 


BILLIE SOL ESTES 
INTERSTATE TRANSPORTATION OF 
STOLEN PROPERTY - BRIBERY 



B. APPROX. f r l M 

In connection with the Ma ry K. \Tones incident which was 
touched off when Senator John Williams (E-Delaware) made a statement 
from the floor of the Senate that Miss Jones had been Tt railroaded” 
to a mental hospital because she knew too much, we have now obtained 
a copy of the U. S. District Court for the District of Columbia 
records. These records include a copy of a committment order signed 
by U. S. District Judge Edward M. Curran dated April 26, 1962. 


These records were obtained on the afternoon of May 17, 
1962, and have been furnished to the Criminal Division of the 
Department. The Department has also been, furnished with detailed 
summaries of intermews with doctors and individuals involved in 
this phase of the investigation. 



1 - Mr. DeLoach 
1 - Mr. Evans 
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UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT FOR THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 


In the Matter of 


FILED 

~APR 2 *>jl 962 

BARRY M. HU A, ClWfental Health No. $ 6 1 .”" 62 


Patient 


. , . / i'j jeiiwral Ho->pit.ax 

' .. tr^c Villains 
l^th 3c E Streets, S. E. 


ORDER 


Upon consideration of the petition filed in the above-entitled case, it is by the Court, 


day of . 


April 


ORDERED, that the writ provided by law issue and the patient is directed to appear before 
the Commission on Mental Health at the time and place therein designated, and it is 

ORDERED, that the petition filed herein be referred forthwith to the Commission on 
Mental Health, acting under direction of this Court, for a report and recommendation for good 
cause shown within twenty-five days hereof, in accordance with the statute made and provided, 


and it is 


ORDERED, that 


.-'.ry Jon n s 


be detained 


in District of Columbia General Hospital, for thirty days hereafter, unless meanwhile discharged 
therefrom or transferred to Saint Elizabeths Hospital, and pending further order of this Court. 







CMH 2 


UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT FOR THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 






1. That he is an officer authorized to make arrests in the District of Columbia, and 

. K. Jones , , , 

2. That was apprehended 

in the District of Columbia on the ....™™. day of , 19...™. and has 

been detained at District of Columbia General Hospital, to be observed and examined for-his»ber men- 
tal health, for the reason that: 


On April 25, 1 Q 62, the ffetropolitan Police Department received a 
report ofl an alleged mental' case at the United States Department 
of Agriculture Building. Upon arrival the officers observed the 
patient in a very confused state of mind and unable to care for 
herself. The patient 'was taken to the District of Columbia 
General Hospital and examined by a staff physician who admitted 
her to the Psychiatric Service of the hospital for mental 
observation and tre tment. 


3. Your petitioner is informed, and believes and therefore avers said patient is of unsound 
mind, incapable of managing his-her own affairs; and within the purview of the statute in that case 
made and provided, it is not desirable to permit httn-her to go about unsupervised, and-he-she is 
a proper subject for commitment to a hospital f or treatment. 

Wherefore, the premises considered, your petitioner prays: 

1. That the proper writ, as provided by law, may issue, and the Commission on Mental 
Health be directed to examine said patient and report its findings and recommendations to the 
Court. 

2. That said patient, if found to be of unsound mind, (1) be committed to Saint Elizabeths 
Hospital or other hospital, or (2) if harmless, committed to relatives or friends willing to accept the 
care, custody and maintenance of patient, or (3) if so entitled, be committed to the Administrator 
of Veterans Affairs for care and treatment in a Veterans Facility. 

3. That a Committee of the estate be appointed. 

4. And for such other relief as the best interest of the patient may require, and to the Court 

seem just and proper. 


Subscribed and sworn to before me, this day of , 19 — 

» * ■■■ >■ • • • -rr—T v . 


A TRUE COPY 

TEST „„ , 

HARRY M. HULL, Clerk, 


Notary Public, Z>. C. 
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UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT FOR THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 


COMMISSION ON MENTAL HEALTH, to j 

«AEY K. JOKES W - 51 . Mental Health No. JK 

Patient 


DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA GRKKrUlL HObPITAl, N oxiCE 

You are hereby notified that a petition has been filed in the UNITED STATES DISTRICT 

COURT for the District of Columbia, alleging that 

is of unsound mind and praying for his-her commitment to a hospital for treatment, and the ap- 
pointment of a Committee to manage -his-her estate. 

The COMMISSION ON MENTAL HEALTH, acting under the direction of the District Court, 
will conduct a HEARING upon the allegations of that petition, on the day of 

, 19 _ 6 JL, at a. M . i n 




Ihri- 


(f b (— 


G„ . ERNMENT OF THE DISTRICT Ot COLOMBIA 
District of Columbia General Hospital 


Washington, D. C. Ap-m 2Z» 1 

FILED 

CERTIFICATE OF CONDITION OF MENTAL HEALTH 

MAY 1 - 1962 , 


HARRY M. HULL, CLERK 

We, the undersigned, physicians of the Staff of the District 
of Columbia General Hospital, in accordance with the provisions of the 
Act of Congress, approved June 8, 1938, entitled "An Act to provide for 
insanity proceedings in the District of Columbia", do hereby certify 
that we have made an examination of the mental condition of 


LLHY K. JC1IES 


and in our judgement said 


MARY K. JONES 



is of unsound mind and is a proper subject for commitment to a hospital for 
treatment of her mental condition. 

D i agnos i s : Schizophrenic reaction, acute undifferentiated type. 

STAFF OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 
GENERAL HOSPITAL 

M.D. 
M.D. 


To: 

The Commission on Mental Health 
District of Columbia 

(DCGH-PSY-6) 

' s 
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UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 
FOR THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 




Jt 
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UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT FOR THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 


In the Matter of 


MARY K. JONES 


FILED 

/AY 8 196i: 

■< 

HARRY M. HULL, Cl srk 

Patient 

F-W-51 


Mental Health No. 861-62 


1 


REPORT AND RECOMMENDATIONS OF COMMISSION ON MENTAL HEALTH 
To the United States District Court for the District of Columbia: 

The Commission on Mental Health, acting under the direction of this Court, has made an 

examination of the mental condition of MARY _K,__JONES 

and has inquired into — hen — affaire, having conducted a hearing on the 7_tb day 

of '-May 19__ iL? and having examined the patient, relatives, friends and wit- 
nesses upon the issue of — hex — mental condition and their ability to pay the expense of -her 

maintenance and treatment in a hospital, and reports its findings to be: 


1 . That 


was present at the hearing to deter- 
mine the mental condition of Mary K. Jones, patient, and requests 
the discharge of the patient to her custody asserting her ability 
to assume the responsibility and provide for the necessary care 
and treatment of the patient in her home under the supervision of 
a physician of their own choice. 

Present at the hearing were : 


.patxent, 

1 N. B attle H ales, friend. Departm ent of Agriculture ? 


b6 

b7C 


TvT. 

Columbia General Hospital? 
General H ospital? 

Maryland: I 




J Staff District of 


Staff District of Columbia 


~1 North Carolina: f 


I 


Interstate Service, Dept, of Public Health. 


Wherefore, The Commission on Mental Health recommends to the Court as follows: 


patient, be discharged to the custody 


Th at Mary K. Jones, 

of |who is willing to assume the 

responsibility and provide for the necessary care and treat- 
ment of v the patient in her home under the supervision of a 
physician of their own choice; 

That ‘the petition filed herein be dismissed. 


Clerk, 


Commission on Mental Health 

'"/ r . 


/ . 

t 
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UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT FOR THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 


In the Matter of 

MARY K. JONES 


/FILED 

MAY 8 1962 

fllfiRI M, HOLIj (/Rental Health No. 861-62 

Patient 

F-W-51 


ORDER 

The Commission on Mental Health, acting under the direction of this Court, reporting that 

was present at the hearing to determine 

the mental condition of Mary K. Jones, patient, in the above- 

entitled cause and requests the discharge of the patient, to her 

custody asserting her ability to assume the responsibility and 

provide for the necessary care and treatment of the patient in 

her home under the supervision of a physician of their own choice; 



t 


i 


it is by the Court, this 8Lth day of -May_ , 19-6.2-. 

ORDERED: 

1. m-i a-h Mary k. Jones . patient , be discharged to the custody 
Q f who is willing to assume the 

responsibility and provide for the necessary care and 
treatment of thepatient in her home under the supervision 
of a physician of their own choice? 


2. That the petition filed herein be dismissed. 
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U. S. Dfc'PAKfMLNl t, A 

COMMUNICATIONS SEUrUN 

MAY lJUfcb^ 

TELETYPE ^ 


UR'GENT 5-11-52 10-56 PM COST TJF 

TO DIRECTOR, FBI AND SAC, WASHINGTON FIELD 
FROM SAC, ST* LOUIS 

BILLIE SOL^ESTES, ET AL., BRIBERY, COI. 00 DI 

RE WFO TEL M AY ELEVEN INStamt. 

9 SUBSCRIBER T( 


REC-12 


END AND ACK PLS 
12-00 AM OK/BI m BH 


***** Jimpuii - 

Mr. Belmont „ 

Mr. Mohr 

Ml*. - 

Mr. Conr^J... 
Mr. 1>>1, ( h 
Mr. Evsms 

Mr. Mai., e _ 

Pf Suliivan 

[Mr. Tavel _ 

[ Mr. »* 

Tele, feoom 

Miss . 

Miss Gandy \ 
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F B I 


Date: 


Transmit the following in 

AIRTEL 

Via 


PLAIN TEXT 


5/5/62 


AIR MAIL 


(Type in plain text or code) 


(Priority or Method of Mailing) 


I 


TO 

FROM 

SUBJE 



DIRECTOR, FBI (29-28704) 

^AJTN: GENERAL INVESTIGATIVE DIVISION 

SAC, DALLAS (58-188) 

O 

BILLIE SOL ESTES, ETAL 
BRIBERY; CONFLICT OF INTEREST 

00 - DALLAS 



Re telephone call to Dallas, 5/5/62, from Mr. WELTE, 
Supervisor, Bureau. 

Only remaining leads in Dallas Division re bribery 
prospects are as follows: 


1.) interview with 


Texas , 


who allegedly purchased grain elevator at Memphis, Texas. . 
(See reports of SA MANNING C. CLEMENTS, 4/20 and 5/1/62, Dallas, \ 
re informa±±on from tikda anmi nyfla , Amarillo, Texas, to effect u- 
+h*+. nnel T Texas . had claimed two men. 


b6 
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re informs , 

that one| [Texas, had claimed two men, 

unidentified, approached him to participate in purchase of the 
grain elevator at Memphis, claiming USDA employee, Dallas, 
unidentified, would be cut in for a share and elevator would stay 
full . ) 


2.) interview with FRANK CAIN, Dallas attorney, who 
represents Pacific Fiance Co. and testified before Texas AG WILSON'S 
Court of Inquiry, Dallas, 4/20/62 that he had conversations 
with ESTES, at which time ESTES alleged he had to make large payoffs 
and also claimed to have received a phone call from one JAMIE 
WHITTEN (apparently member of U. S. House of Representatives). 

CAIN has been interviewed orally but has been unavailable to 
execute signed statement under oath. 


It is expected both these leads can be completed 5/7,8/62 

-2^- 2 Sr "7<£> 

ESTES MAY HAVE SUICIDAL TENDENCIES,. , ^ ' LYNUM 

***** ** ' a 

2-Ei r |aso (29-351) y \V) $$$** 628 MAY 21 1962 ' s }" f 

O T>_ 1 _ „ L ’-t-L — — 


B a- llas - 
MCC: t jh 




(7) 








Sent 


.M Per 




pWcial Agent in Charge 
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F B I 
Date: 


5/5/62 


Transmit the following in 


Via 




.■U- 


/ 



a 0? 


(Type in plain text or code) 


AIRTEL 


AIR MAIL 


TO: 

FROM: 

RE: 

00 : 

p " 


(Priority or Method of Mailing) 

DIRECTOR, FBI (29-28704) 


SAC, EL PASO (58-59) 

O 

BILLIE SOL ESTES; ET. AL. 
BRIBERY, CONFLICT OF INTEREST 

DALLAS 



■ Ll 


'TSukvan 

Mr. Tavel — 

Mr. Trotter ... 

Tele. Boom 

Mi'is~Holmes " 
Miss Gandy 



phone call from Supervisor WILLIAM WELTE to SA| 
El Paso, 5/5/62. 


No pending investigation El Paso Division relative to 
capt ioned matter. Ca se RUC'd with submission of the report 


of Sil 


dated 4/24/62 at El Paso. 




RE ESTES’ BANK RECORDS: 


While Bureau Agents were searching ESTES Enterprises and 
obtaining material of an evidentiary nature with regard to the 
ITSP-MF violation, WILL WILSON’S men were also on the scene and 
obtaining from Estes Bntprprigps many -rgcn-rrigi including cancelled) 
checks and bank statements . 


I 


has advised 
the mat erial 


that WILL WILSON’S men did not leave a receipt ior 

they t ook but did return these records about ten days ago. I 

stated he does not have any way of knowing whether all of 


tne records obtained by WILSON’S men were returned since no 
receipt was left, however it was his understanding that all of thl 


records were returned and WILSON’S Office simply photographed or 


made copies of the~*variou: 

• ,v JUu» 


’ds . 


7 If 





It is not believed necessary that the Bureau exam ine ESTE S * 
bank records with regard to the ITSP violation. AUSA| |has 
advised that there is a grave legal question as to whetner or not 
the FBI could review these records for admissible evidentiary 
material s ince the rec ords are now under the control of the 
Receiver. | | is conducting research in tills ipatter and 

will furnisn nxs nnaxngs at a later date, 
cooperative and financial records of ESTES 


is most 

reviewed at any 


can oe 

time in order to obtain the answer to any specific question which] 
might arise in connection with the Bribery matter. 




v7„ 


So 


1 - 

Approved: 


1 - El 
JRM:sac (5) 


3$ (info) 
egial Agent in Charge 


Sent 


S5 MAY 21 196tc ” 

/ X 


.M 
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, N. 



BP 58-59 


obtained by the 


Copies of practically all of the materia 

FBI f tom ESTES’ files have been furnished to 

at his request for use in answering the various civi 
actions filed against ESTES and others. 


1 


ESTES MAY HAVE SUICIDAL TENDENCIES . 
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CROSBY. 



•>' 


t 


fedek". :-j>w .• r—.-rijw 

U. S. OtPAKrMENl Or 

COMMUNICATIONS SECTiO., 
MAY 1 2 

TELETYPE 


// 

URGENT 5-11-62 11-25 PM NRB 
/ 70 DIRECTOR AND SAC WFO 87-8242 
FROM SAC LOS ANGELES 87-15971 


RE WFO TELETYPE MAY ELEVEN INSTANT. 

D 

BILLIE SOL ESTES, ET AL, BRIBERY COI. 



Mr. Tolson 

Mr. Belmont- 
Mr. Mohr- 
Mr. Callahan., 

Mr. Conrad.... 
Mr. Da3>aeh 

Mr, Evans 

i I Mr. Malone 
Mr. 3l^sen.J^ 
MbKr. fnllivan. 

| Mr. TuveL 

Mr. T*\.tler_ 

Tele. Boom 

Miss Holmes- 
Miss Gandy— 

yf 

m i 


SUBSCRIBERS TO TELEPHONE NUMBERS SET FORTH IN REFERRED TELETYPE 
FOR THE LOS ANGELES OFFICE AS FOLLOWS-- 

FIVE EIGHT THREE DASH THREE EIGHT FIVE SIX, DAIRY FRESH ASSOCIATION 
FOOD CO., FOUR SEVEN SEVEN ZERO EAST FIFTYTH ST., HUNTINGTON PARK, 

LOS ANGELES — SIX TWO FOUR DASH ONE ZERO ONE ONE, BILTMORE HOTEL,, 
FIVE ONE FIVE S. OLIVE, LOS ANGELES — SIX THREE FOUR DASH TWO ONE TWO 
THREE, CITY HALL, CITY OF PARAMOUNT, ONE SIX TWO ONE NINE S. 

PARAMOUNT ST, LOS ANGELES — THREE TWO ONE DASH ZERO NINE FIVE SEVEN, J 
AVALON FARMS, /DAIRY PRODUCTS/, FOURTEEN THOUSAND S. AVALON, V 

LOS ANGELES— NINE THREE ONE DASH ONE NINE ONE ONE, CARNATION CO,, 

FIVE ZERO FOUR FIVE WILSHIRE, 
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ALL OF THE FOREGOING ARE PUBLISHED NUMBERS AND WITH EXCEPTION OF 

PBX SWITCHBOARDS. LOS 


ANGELES INDICES NEGATIVE ON 
HAVE SUICIDAL TENDENCIES. 

P. 

END ACK PLS 
2-30 AM OK FBI WA JS, 

IS" 




'Cfjk'-ll 


.2 v- 


ESTES REPORTED TO 

^ / y o a/— 




_„/ 23 l 9 S? 

° COPIES WFO 



ss MAY 21 1962 





co “^*s K r,o« 

teletype 


URGENT 5-U-S2 


7-35 PM MS 


Mr, Tolson 

■ Mr, Belmont- 

i Mr, Mohr 

' Mr. CfT 
Mr. Co »al . 

. Mr. *li 

i Mr. 1'ivar'? - 


MCrMr. 

Mr. f "avel ... — 
| Mr. /rtihv r 

I Tele. Room, 

I Mies Holmes 

| Miss Gandy_-t~ 


^6 DIRECTOR, FBI AND SAC DALLAS, ^ATTENTION MR ^ WILLIAM TO ItE'V ^’ 1 ' '^Z/IZ 
FROM SAC, EL PASO "58-59" / 

BILLIE Sof'FSTES, AKA, ET AL BRIBERY DASH CONFLICT OF INTREST^f^ 
DAILY SUMMARY 

RE MY TEL MAY ELEVEN LAST SETTING OUT CALLS MADE ON ESTES 
CREDIT CARD OR BY JAMES RALPH FROM MC HEAN, VIRGINIA, FOLLOWING ARE 
TWO ADDITIONAL CALLS. 

ON FEBRUARY TWENTY ONE LAST, CREDIT CARD NUMBER FOUR FOUR FIVE 
DASH FOUR NINE ONE SEVEN DASH K TWO TWO ONE /ESTES BUSINESS TELEPHOj^ 
CREDIT CARD/ TELEPHONED FROM MC HEAN VIRGINIA TO ESTES AT PECOS 
FOUR FOUR FIVE DASH THREE THREE ONE SEVEN. 

ON FEBRUARY TWENTY FOUR LAST, DOCTOR JIM RALPH AT MC HEAN VIR- 
GINIA PLACED A CALL TO BILLIE ESTES AT PECOS NUMBER FOUR FOUR FIVE 
DASH FOUR BLANK ONE- SIX. CALL CHARGED TO TELEPHONE CREDIT CARD FOUR 

FOUR FIVE DASH FOUR NINE ONE SEVEN DASH K TWO TWO ONE. , . 

^ y o vL. U§ 

REVIEW OF ALL CALLS ON ESTES HOME AND f B USINESS PH ONES COMPLETED. 


THIS INCLUDES CREDIT CARD CALLS. AIRTEL felttlfc SUBMITTED FIVE TWELVE 

JAY-21 1962 , \ , 

NEXT ON RESULTS OF, SEARCH. _L*M| It 1 ^ til t SS / 

END AND ACK PLS . ”/')-«-* .. . , - ^ / 

TT» i-fe jftk^ttTTOAT. ^T~, T T.T A T 1 ^ /l/ j j. 


A BH 


A <* ^ /!/ 


DL OK FBI DL FLL 


cm3 


TU 





SUBMITTED AMSD. 

LIST OF COMPANIES AND ENTERPRISES WE KNOW ESTES INVOLVED IN FOR- 
WARDED BY TELETYPE. 

NO ADDITIONAL 'INFORMATION OBTAINED IN DEATH GEORGE KRUTILEK AND 
INQUIRY CONTINUING. 


DALLAS ADVISED AIRMAIL. 
END AND ACK 
7-51 PM OK FBI WA NH 
TU DISC 


% 


to 



£ 9 - 2.9 

ES MAY El mi 



5MWWWJ 


i- ' 




• „ , ,--=4 

y v Gi/AiUMLVl' Cr Jt-atlCe 

COI^MUNMQNS SECTION 

MAY 12 1962 ^ 

URGENT 5-12-62 1-080. MAC QV 5 

^ TELETYPE ^ 


DIRECTOR, FBI, AND SAC, WFO 


AND SAC RICHMOND 

FROM SAC, CINCINNATI/58NEW/ 


tytll 


Mr. 


Mr. Tolnoa— 
Mr. V Irnnrt. 
Mr. K -V - 
Mr. Cr' ' ■> 

Mr. Ck'*”'! 
Mr. Pr '< 

Mfc H,-q - 
np4i3#J ' 
ja. tiau • 
Mr. 3 P.v. * 
Mr. Tn t 
Teh. Kvor 
Mica HvIk 
Mua Guwh 


BILLIE SOlr ESTES, ET AL. BRIBERY., CONFLICT OF INTEREST .^^MLLaS~ 


RE WFO TEL MAY ELEV EN LAST. ^ 

ON MAY TWELVE LAST, 

OHIO BELL TELEPHONE COMPANY, ZANESVILLE, OHIO /CONCEAL IN REPORTS/ 



ADVISED SA 



A REVIEW OF ALL TOLL CALLS FROM 


NORWICH, OHIO, DURING PERIOD FEBRUARY TWENTY ONE, NINETEEN SIXTY 
TWO, TO APRIL TWENTY ONE, NINETEEN SIXTY TWO, SHOWS NO CALLS FROM 
NORWICH TO MC LEAN, VIRGINIA. HE SAID' IF SUCH A CALL WERE COLLECTj 
THAT NO RECORD WOULD BE AVAILABLE IN ZANESVILLE, BUT THE MC LEAN, 
VIRGINIA PHONE NUMBER WOULD HAVE TO BE CHECKED FOR IDENTITY OF 
NORWICH, OHIO' NUMBER. 

RICHMOND DIVISION HAS LEAD IN RETEL TO FURNISH THIS INFORMATION 
TO Cl, UPON RECEIPT OF IDENTITY OF NORWICH, OHIO PHONE NUMBER FROM 
RICHMOND DIVISION, CINCINNATI WILL DETERMINE IDENTITY OF SUBSCRIBER 
AND SUTEL TO BUREAU AND WFO. jjmA i/-' 

ESTES PORTED TO HAVE SUICIDAL TENDENCIES,^ /rK 

d 7?A ' (y 1 1 


END AND ACK ONE PAGg Mi 3*^^ 
2-13 PM OK FBI WA DA . ‘ v > ra 

OF FBI RH / BJS 



1 1 rfc £L_ 




copies wf£ 


b6 

b7C 






T 


4 


l a "**•'** 

U. R. f ' . 

COMMUM.i. 

MAY1 


■ IG/VriON 
iS7!C£ 


Mr. Tolson — 
Mr. Belmont™ 
Mr. Mohr — 


iSIlCE / 

hgkon/ 

TELETYPE^ 





Mr. Callahan 

Mr. Conrad,... 
Mr. TV* ach — 

Mr. Evans 

Mr. Malone™ 
Mr. Rosen - 
\Mr. Sullivan.. 

Mr. Tavel 

Mr. Trotter 
Tele. Room — 


5-12-62 


3-47 


AM 


CST 


Miss Holmes- 
TlfiiS Gandy— 


o 


DIRECTOR FBI/29-28704/ AND SAC, WFO 
SAC, OKLAHOMA CITY /87-7903/ 2P 

BILLIE SOL ESTES, ETAL BRIBERY, COI. 00 DASH DL. 

REWFOAIRTEL TO DIRECTOR FIVE SEVEN LAST AND WFO TEL TO ^ 
DIRECTOR AND SACS FIVE ELEVEN LAST. 

CLAREMORE, OKLA. TELEPHONE DIRECTORY LISTS* 



OKLA. CITY TELEPHONE NUMBER JACKSON EIGHT DASH FOUR FIVE 
THREE THREE IS HOME THELPHONE FOR EMERY E. JACOBS, ONE NINE 
ZERO FIVE N. W. THIRTY FIRST ST. OKLA. CITY. 

OKLA. LISTING 


r 


b6 

b7C 


□ 


OKLAHOMA CITY INDICES NEGATIVE ON 


NINETEEN SIXTY ONE OKLAHOMA CITY DIRECTORY LISTS 

.5. 9 ' U * '2 7 Y. 


LIQUOR, OKLAHOMA CITY. 


FAMOUS 



25 MAY 21 1962 



b6 

b7C 


OKLAHOMA CITY INDICES NEGATIVE FOR| 
TWO COPIES WFO 


NINETEEN SIXTY 


Iff 




PAGE TWO 

OKLAHOMA CITY DIRECTORY LIST 
STORAGE, INC., OKLA. CITY. 

LIBERTY NATIONAL BANK, OKLA. CITY, ACCOUNT OF EMERY E. 
JACOBS AND MRS. EMERY E. JACOBS REVIEWED, SOURCE OF ALL DEPOSITS 
ASCERTAINED AND DETERMINED WITH MINOR EXCEPTION TO CONSIST 
OF DEPOSITS OF GOVERNMENT CHECKS. NO CHECKS DRAWN ON ACCOUNT 
ASCERTAINED TO BE PERTINENT TO THIS CASE. REPORT TO FOLLOW. 

AMSD COPIES BE DESIGNATED FOR DALLAS AND EL PASO. 

END AND ACK PLS 
5-54 AM OK FBI W A BH 
TU DIS 

M 






4 % 


.// 
1 ^ 


TELEHTYPE <=g> 



| Mr. Token 

I Mr* Bdsnont 

Mr* Mchv 

Mr. Calkin 

Mr. Cr&rnd 

Mr. T> ** Jt 

Mr. 1 

Mr. Mfi v 
Mr. 

f Mr. Sullivan . 

1 Mr. T ael . 

! Mr. T^Jer 

| Tele. Boom. , 

Miss Holmes 

Miss Gand v_ _ 


URGENT. 


5 - 12-62 


10-51 AM 




TQ/DIRECTOR, FBI AND SAC, WASHINGTON FIELD /S7-S2A2/ ~ ~j- 

TROM SAC, MIAMI IP /j N 

BILLIE SOL^STES, ET AL., BRIBERY., COI., 00-DALLAS. ' / 

RE WASHINGTON FIELD TEL, MAY ELEVEN LAST. /\K^1 

WEST PALM BEACH, FLA. TELEPHONE NUMBER FIVE EIGHT TWO fj |N!j, 
DASH ZERO FOUR FIVE EIGHT, CONNECTED APRIL THREE SIXTY ONE 
FOR LAWRENCE E. CLARK, ONE SIX ZERO SIX, CARAMBOLA ROAD, 

LAKE CLARK SHORES. CURRENT CITY DIRECTORY REFLECTS HIS WIFE 
AS DAISY M. CLARK, AND EMPLOYMENT AS INSURANCE ADJUSTOR. CREDIT 
BUREAU REPORT APRIL SIXTY ONE, FROM ERIE, PA., IDENTIFIES CLARK 
AS FIFTY FOUR, AND FORMER RESIDENT OF THAT AREA THIRTY YEARS 
AND SELF EMPLOYED THERE AS CLARK AUTO SALES. NO INFO IDENTIFIABLE 
WITH CLARK LOCATED MIAMI INDICESS. REQ* 1 =3 9 ~ » 9 

,->♦ y • J=S£S=» e&ssaitfs 

DALLAS ADVISED VIA AIR MAIL. C.\ IL't 

523 MAY 21 19 $y 

ESTES REPORTED TO HAVE SUICIDAL TENDENCIES. RUC. 




END AND ACK PLS 

11-56 PM XXX AM OK FBI WA DA 

TU DISF 


4 


xi-b 


TWO COPIES wfg: 
C!. & @ksyv\& 5^v«— 


Date ••• 5/i 4/62 


Routing Slip 

FD-4 (Rev. 10-13-58) 



t 

FILE # 

Tit-i* BILLIE SOL ESTES, 

ET'AL 

BRIBERY, COI 


ACTION DESIRED 

I I OpeniCa se c ^ 

I I Prepare lead &;ards 


I I Prepare, tickler 

1 Recharge serials 

1 Return .assiganijent card 


Acknowledge 

Assign Reassign 

Bring file 
Call me 

Correct 

Deadline | ] Return' file 

Deadline passed 
Delinquent 
Discontinue 
Expedite 
File 

For information 
Initial & return 
Leads need attention 


I I Return serials 

I I Search and return 

I I See me 

I | Send Serials 


to 



1 1 Submit new charge-out ^ 


c 

□ 


] Submit report by 
Type 


Return with explanation or notation as to action taken, S' 

Re Newark teletype 5/12/62. & 

It is requested that the Bureau and Wfo ada~^ 
caution statement, "ESTES REPORTED TO HAVE 
SUICIDAL TENDENCIES 11 at the bottom of* retel. 
Newark copies corrected and caution statement 
added to mail copy sent to Dallas. . 


SAC...£..... 31 *..mCHMN. < 


. See 


reverse s 


ide 


Office 


JJEMARK.. 


► #■* 





fEi • i' • 

u S Ua^KV/.i-Jli Oi 


■ ,':dH 


U i Oil ><ni ».(.•«■ vi 

commtm section 

MAY Vi 1962 

teletype ST 




f Mr, ToIsozl. 


Mr. Belmoa tu — r™ 

Mr. Mohr 

Mr. CMHliaa 

Mr. C JiradL.^ 

’ ach i 


U^ENT 5-12-62 11-22 AM CDST EAH 

DIRECTOR, FBI AND SAC, WASHINGTON FIELD /S7-8242/ 
FROM SAC, CHICAGO /S7-1S977/ IP 

BILLIE SOLUTES, ET AL, BRIBERY, COI., 00.. DALLAS. 
KE WASHINGTON FIELD TT FIVE ELEVFN ikt. 



Miss Holmes- 
Mi3s Gandyu 


— J 

LELHa a. /JaASV 



9- 7 ? 70 */„ 


INDICES NEGATIVE. 

ESTES REPORTED TO HAVE SUICIDAL TENDENCIES.^ RU^ 
AM COPIES TO DALLAS. ^ 


END AND ACK PLS 
WA 

12-25 M OK FBI WA DA 



e» may m m2 


TWO COPIES WFQ 








5 - 12-62 


FEDER' ' * , 1 T'* 

I! U. A/!!r,:Cri'i 

COMMUNICATIONS 3lo,.j'; 

MAY 12 1962 ^ 

TELETYPE 


10-28 AM MST 


DIRECTOR, FBI AND SAC, EL PASO 5S- 59 


Mr. Tor^-- 

My* 

Mt* — 

Mr* G ’ 

Mr* Ci- '* - 

Mr*!* 

- — 
- — 

. Mr, T *vc_l — 
Mr. \o -tfi't - — 

Tele* Eoom^_ 
Miss Holmes,«_ 
Miss Gandy 


i L 

ISOM SAC, BUTTE sa -35 RUC A/ 

interesT^ S ° L ESTES ’ AKA ' ET AL ' BR1BERY MSH C01wlkt 0r ^ 

nterest. re el Paso teletype to biittf c r Yv 

last butte, sf, and la may eleven,^. 


fONE NO* 


OLLEGE, BOZEMAN, MOI^ 


MONT. 


GROWLS ASSOCIATION, HELENA?^ 


MONTANA w orn 


J WOOL GROWERS, T 
" :< -5 7^* i^L 4 




r™ pubucation ’ bit ^™ r 

IN THIS HA Jr" MSH UPS AND Wn “'MlJF» - 


^ SISLATURE flND “• S - CONGRESS AND REPORTEDLY 




4 > 




PAGE TWO 

WELL ACQUAINTED WITH U. S. CONGRESSMEN FROM WOOL GROWING STATES. 

PRESENTLY ATTENDING MONTANA STOCKGROWERS ASSOCIATION 
MEETING, GREAT FALLS, MONTANA, AND WILL RETURN MAY THIRTEEN, NEXT. 
BUTTE OFFICE INDICES NEGATIVE. 

END AND ACK IN ORDER PLS 
WA 1-32 M PM OK FBI WA DA 
EP OK EFBI EP NKJ 
X 

TU DISC PLS 


b6 

b7C 



.t&af 


, f ,U u 


MAY 1 2 1982 

teletypes 


fcs&z 

J Sup, Pw- J 

; /D ; ■■ •■: 


* V 



URGENT 5-I2-S2 4-42 PM MST DRH 


0 DIRECTOR, FBI AND SAC, WASHINGTON FIELD 


Tioftop 

I v 6]e ' Koo »C 

f m- SS ®*nwL 

f **«» Gandy_ 




FROM SAC, EL PASO ”58-59” 1 P jy 

BILLIE SO^ESTES , ET AL, BRIBERY, COI. 00 DALLAS. 

RE WFO TEL MAY ELEVEN, LAST. RE TOLL CALLS MADE FROM AND TO TELE- 
PHONES OF SUBJECTS. 

PECOS TELEPHONE FOUR FOUR FIVE DASH THREE THREE ONE SEVEN, 
ASSIGNED TO ESTES RESIDENCE. PECOS TELEPHONE FOUR FOUR FIVE DASH THREE 
EIGHT ZERO SEVEN IS AN UNLISTED PHONE ASSIGNED TO ESTES AT HK OFFICE. 


DALLAS ADVISED AIRMAIL. 


REG - 1 


END AND ACK 


i (/£ 


m MAY 21 19S2 




l WA NH 


r* 'i ^ 

'-'■u.j 


TWO COPIES WFO 





COMMUNIGATIOMS SECTION 

MAY VI 1962 r-y 

\i)7 

TELETYPE w 


URGENT 12-10 PM 


5-12-62 


BJS 


{ TO DIRECTOR FBI AND SACSJ, WASHINGTON FIELD /87-S242/ 

. / if* ff ^ 

k 



/ 


AND DALLAS 


, COI. 00 DALLAS. 



FROM SAC, RICHMOND /58-185/ 

BILLIE SOLg^STES, ET AL, BRIBERY 

RE WFO TEL MAY ELEVEN LAST. 

CALL CHARGED TO DR. JAMES T. RALPH, MC LEAN, VIRGINIA, 
TO STANARDSVILLE, VIRGINIA, FEBRUARY NINETEEN, SIXTYTWO, 

TO NINE EIGHJ FIVE DASH TW.O THREE THREE FOUR LISTED TO BAK 
DASH CO DASH TURKEY FARMS. CALL FEBRUARY TWENTY, SIXTYTWO, 
TO RICHMOND SIX FOUR THREE DASH TWO SEVEN THREE ONE,- IS TO 
HOTEL RICHMOND. 

RICHMOND CON FIDENTIAL SOURCE REQUESTED FOR DATA FRO M 
IBM CARDS AND RESULTS WI LL NOT BE AVAILABLE UN TIL MAY 


FOURTEEN NEXT AT EARLIEST. 


END AND ACK PLS 

1-15 PM OK FBI AWA DA 
OK FBI DL TEW 
TU DISC PLS VV 



RE& 


$20 MAY £1 1952 




i US 



50iAY231g§i 




TWO COPIES WFQ’ 



DIAL, INC., CASSVILLE, MO., WHOSE IDENTITY MUST BE CONCEALED DUE 


TO NATURE OF EMPLOYMENT, AND WHOSE EMPLOYER OPERATES DIAL TELEPHONE 


EXCHANGES CASSVILLE, EXETER, WASHBURN AND SHELL KNOB, MO., THIS 
DATE ADVISED SA JOSEPH W. JACKSON THAT NUMBEE 



ESTES REPORTED TO HAVE SUICIDAL TENDENCIES. 


AIR MAIL COPIES TO DALLAS AND RICHMOND. 

RFC, a, 39 - 

END ACK PLS ^ 


2-55 PM OK FBI WA DA 


x% 




E2S MAY 21 1962 









7 WO GOPJES W 







✓ 


\Y 


* 


.^iVwicmOHS SECTION 

^'«©W1962 . 

TELETYPE •— -* 


Mr. Tolson 

Mr. Belmont- 
Mr. Mohr 


Mr. C filblian. 


Mr. Conrad 

M*. ' ^ach- 

Ivens 


✓ 

/« 



Miss Holmes 

Miss Gandy 



5-12-62 


12-00 


SJK" 


J 


FROM 



DIRECTO, FBI AND SAC WASHINGTON FIELD, AND SAC NEW YORK r 
NEW YORK VIA WASHINGTON 
SAC NEWARK 

(9 

BILLIE SOL ESTES, ET AL, BRIBERY, COI. 00 DL. 

RE WFO AIRTEL TO BUREAU, FIVE ELEVEN LAST. Q 

TUCKERTON, N.J. PHONE NUMBER TWO NINE SIX DASH TWO FIVE 
NINE ONE LISTED TO E. WITTWER, NORTH WOOD STREET, TUCKERTON, 

NEW JERSEY. IN NINETEEN FIFTYONE, ERNEST WITTWER, WOOD ST., 
TUCKERTON, N.J. WAS A PLANT INFORMANT EMPLOYED AT KIMBELL 
GLASS COMPANY, VINELAND, N.J. HE WAS BORN JANUARY TWELVE, 

t 

NINETEEN HUNDRED, SWITZERLAND. SERGEANT AL FERRIGNOR, 7 

I 

N.J, SP, ADVISED ERNEST WITTWER, SR., ABOVE ADDRESS, NOW 

EMPLOYED BY DREDGING CO. IN MARYLAND OR DELAWARE. SON BY 

< 

SAME NAME AND ADDRESS IS SELF EMPLOYED AS A PILE DRIVER. 

£sras 'QeEqexi-o Ih 

39- 2- S 74 e /~ 

"" *| V «*■ s>. cs a s ea ea 

ssw 'UM2 


tJ 


END AND ACK PLS 
12-16 PM OK FBI WA DA FOR RELAY TO NY 



TU DIS 


5 0 MAYS 3 m2 



TWO COPIES WFO BELAYED TO 


Mr. 


W 


rcrr*' " 

;j ,< i |>9,J ■ *** ‘ - 

COMHONiCftnOHS SECiiO 

MAY 12 1962 

teletype 



m 


Iffy, 5c?'.: 
! Mr, PA" 

I Mr. M •’• 


URGENT 


5-12-62 


11-13 


/§ - DIRECTOR, FBI AND SAC, WASHINGTON FIELD /87-S242/ -ff- 

FROM - SAC, PITTSBURGH 

BILLIE SOLUTES, ET AL, BRIBERY, COI. 00 DALLAS. 

RE WFO TEL TO BUREAU, FIVE ELEVEN SIXTYTWO. 

PRETEXT PHONE CALL TO EIGHT SIX THREE DASH FOUR ZERO ZERO 
2ER0, -DISCLOSED NUMBER LISTED TO PAUL LENHART-S SERVICE CENTER 
FIVE TWO NINE LINCOLN HIGHWAY, WEST, IRWIN, PA. RUC 
END AND ACK PLS ;£C- 40 c 3 ?:. , / 


END AND ACK PLS 
11-15 AM OK FBI WA DA 


22? MAY 21 1982 


TU DISC 



TWO COPIES WQ 


" lY.,^ 

• ff S V «'- v 


h: 




0. S. DbvVJbUl M A . r* * 

Sct.i ior 

MAY 12 1982 


TELETYPE 




5 - 12-62 

DIRECTOR, FBI 

SAC DALLAS 

Cl. 


1-59 PM 
/2 9- 237 04/ 
29-1096 


CST 


TEW 


BILLIE SOLVES TESj ETflL. ITSP DASH ME, CONSP. 00 EL PASof^R^ 

BUTELEPHONE CALL OF WILLIAM WELTE TO DALLAS, MAY TWELVE, INS. RE WHETHER 

OR NOT ROBERT E. CLEMENTS IS FATHERS OF FRANK G. CLEMENT, FORMER 
GOVERNOR OF TENN. 

RECORDS DUN AND BRADSTREET, DALLAS, CHECKED BY SA RAYMOND 
C. ECKENRODE, APRIL FIVE, LAST, REFLECTED SUPERIOR MANUFACTURING 
CO., AMARILLO, TEXAS, CHARTERED FEB. FIFTEEN, THIRTYEIGHT. 

ROBERT E. CLEMENTS AND WIFE, THELMA M. CLEMENTS, OWNER ALL BUT 
QUALIFYING SHARES. ROBERT E. CLEMENTS BORN EIGHTEEN NINETYFIVE 
AND NATIVE OF CALIF. FROM NINETEEN NINETEEN TO NINETEEN THIRTYTWO 
WAS ENGAGED IN REAL ESTATE BUSINESS IN LONG BEACH, CALIF. IN 



NINETEEN THIRTYTHREE BECAME CO-FOUNDER, TOGETHER WITH 

2 9- ~i 


!: -T* 


Z sts > 



b6 

b7C 


OLD AGE SECURITY PLAN AND ARTS dflNDENTIFIED WTTH . 
MOVEMENT UNTIL EARLY NINETE EN THIRTYFIVE. IN NINE^^^^ IGHT 

ITEXAS A Nil " 


NOTE CLEMENTS HAS NOT BEEN INTERVIEWED AND COMPLETE LIST 
END PAGE ONE 

t-'V/ ^ VO 

6 




m 











PAGE TWO 

OF RELATIVES NOT AVAILABLE THIS TIME, HOWEVER, HE REPORTEDLY 
HAS 


AGENT ASSIGNED CASE OF OPINION CLEMENTS NO RELATION TO FRANK 
G. CLEMENT, FORMER GOVERNOR OF TENN. NOTE DIFFERENCE IN SPELLING 
OF NAMES. 

AGENT RECALLS 


FORTIES AND PERSONNEL FILE AT BUREAU WILL SHOTS 
BUREAU REVIEW PERSONNEL FILE OF FORMER S/j 
RESOLVE QUESTION. 

EL PASO ADVISED BY AIR MAIL. 

ESTES MAY HAVE SUICIDAL TENDENCIES. 


WAS FORMER BUREAU AGENT IN EARLY 
RELATIVES. 


to 


END 

4-04 PM OK FBI WA NH 


b6 

b7C 


b6 

b7C 


TU NH DIS 



FEDERAL BWltAl 0’ .i.MiGATJCri 
U. S. DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 

COMMUNICATIONS SECT1Q 

MAY 14 1962 


SEU 


pna- 



AM CST CJH A 

5-14-62 10 “ U 

DIRECTOR, FBI AND SAC, DALLAS 

FROM SAC, SAN ANTONIO Qp INTERE ST. 00 - DALLAS. » 

BILLIE SOLUTES EL AL BRIBERY, ftlRTEL TO BUREAU MAY FIVE 

DE BUTEL TO SAN ANTONIO TODAY AND EL 

LAST. p e j(-hT DASH TWO FIVE SEVEN THREE 

AUSTIN, TEXAS TELEPHONE Y(—H , ,.- 3 . COURTHOUSE 

IS LISTED IN NAME OF U. S. SENA 77 W~#7/ 

BUILDING, AUSTIN, TEXAS. EP ADVISED AM fec _ ^ ~Ji 

EX. • i'-'2 

end and ack PLS. 

,0-12 PM OK FBI WA MSL 


MAY 21 1962 


WA 


DL 


SORSWam-T ^»AH4AY%^. 



y OcTnSllCE 

"• • ry V 



Ih-wres^-H 3 wW '' ?r 


* 





FrOt-i. ~UR rftl1 OF /rrpr.* 
v l . ds.* AXiticrii ✓ r . 

COMMUNICATIONS SECTION 

MAY 14 1962 

TELETYPE ^ 


/'V' 

v 

URGEN1 


5-14-62 


12-38 


DIRECTOR, FBI /29-28704/ AND SAC, EL PASO /29-351/ 
FROM SAC, MINNEAPOLIS /S7-7949/ /RUC/ 

BILLIE SO^PeSTES, ITSP - BRIBERY. 

REBUTEL MAY FOURTEEN, INSTANT, AND EL PASO AIRTEL 
MAY TEN,- LAST. 

TELEPHONE NUMBER LI FIVE DASH ZERO FOUR FOUR ONE, 
MINNEAPOLIS, MINNESOTA, IS THE AMBASSADOR MOTEL, FIVE TWO 
TOO FIVE WAYZATA BOULEVARD, MINNEAPOLIS. 


Mr. Tolson 

Mr. Belmont 

Mr. Mohr 

Mr. Callahan 

Mr. Conrad, .. ... 
Mr. D eLpaush . 

Mr. 

Mr.yJP no 


f r.Tavc 1 

Htw;./ 

Tele. Boom ... 
Miss Hoimes_ 
Miss Gandy — 




ffi*' 


END AND ACK PLS 


il FBI VA ADA 

TU DISC 


as may 21 1962 




t c : 




* $ 


,f. -I 1 ' 

ft' -J 

1 J 

h * ' v 

& v \ / 


/( 


urgen; 


, uULtikL EUJSEfiU ©F ItSVESTIGAUfON 
0. S. DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 

COMMUNICATIONS SECTION 


iiwmvMiivnv vkvuvtl It » ft 

MAY1 51962 ^ 
aEIS3CM5E 


5-15-62 


5-45 PM MST RAR 


lpT\ DIRECTOR, FBI 729-28704/ 

FROM SAC, ZJL> PASO /58-5 9/ 2 P ‘ 4^7 V 

BILLIE SOL ESTES, AKA, ET AL, BRIBERY, CONFLICT OF INTEREST. 
DAILY SUMMARY 



Mr. Tolson — | 

Mr* Bdmont 8 

Mr. Mohr 

Mr. Callahan 

Mr. Conrad 

Mr, DeLoach — 

Mr* Evans — y ' 

Mir. 

Mr. 

Mr, Sullivan- 

Mr. Tavcl 

Mr. Trotter 

Tele. Room ! 

Miss Holmes | 

Miss Gaasdy— | 




DIFFICULTY BEING ENCOUNTERED IN SECURING EXACT WORK PAPERS ON 
WHICH ESTES FINANCIAL STATEMENT AS OF DECEMBER THIRTY ONE, NINETEEN 
SIXTY, FILED WITH DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE WAS BASED, BUT THESE EXPECTED 
TO BE RESOLVED MAY SIXTEEN NEXT AND INQUIRY WILL IMMEDIATELY BE STARTED 
IN RECORDS OF BILLIE SOL ESTES ENTERPRISES IN PECOS TO ESTABLISH TRUTH 


.M10^STES ENTERPRISES PERSONNEL SUPPLIED FULL LIST OF COMPANIES IN 

A ' — """ "" — 

\^WHICH ESTES INTERESTED. THIS LIST FURNISHED TO WFO BY TEL TODAY 

/ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ w j .i ii - 1 -imin-nrwnini > » n i i " 11 ' m “t i mmm* i . i > n mu i L i.i , it ---i 

FOR CHECK REQUESTED BY DEPARTMENT. 

AUSA INFORMED DEPARTMENT OF OPINION LEGAL 


AUSA INFORMED DEPARTMENT U* U^INIUIM ULbfti. 

REVIEW CAN BE MADE OF RECORDS OF BILLIE SOL ESTES ENTERPRISES IN HANDS 
OF RECEIVER. HE WILL ADVISE JUDGE THOMASON ON THURSDAY OF THIS SINCE 
JUDGE THOMASON IS IN TRAVEL STATUS AT THIS TIME. SEPARATE TEL FORWARDED 


BUREAU RE THIS. 


IS AGREEABLE TO HAVING A 
_ ,;A9~ 2--B ~7 0 9— i 


REVIEW RECORDS. THERE ARE SOME TEN^f^ZlTIGATORS FROM THE MC pL^ELLAN 

I fwmsMtHK natnM \atiOtSiikSBSatf 

COMMITTEE IN PECOS GOING THROUGH THEUBIUblE ‘SOL ESTES ENTERPRISE^ 

ES MAY 21 1962 




/« 






V 


* 4 , 


r * 


PAGE TWO 

RECORDS AT THIS TIME* I BELIEVE AMICABLE RELATIONS CAN BE MAINTAINED 
WITH THEM AND RECOMMEND REVIEW PROCEED, BUT WILL CLEAR WITH BUREAU 
EARLY MAY SIXTEEN NEXT* AGENTS WILL BE IN PECOS. 

TRANSCRIPT OF ALL OF ESTES ACCOUNTS IN BANKS IN EL PASO AND DALLAS 
DIVISIONS GOING FORWARD. CONSIDERABLE MATERIAL FORWARDED TO BUREAU 
AMSD TODAY MARKED FOR THE ATTENTION OF MR. WELTE, GENERAL INVESTIGATIVE 
DIVISION. 

REVIEW OF BUREL MAY FOURTEEN LAST, EIGHT THIRTYSEVEN PM, SETTING 
OUT LENGTHY REQUEST FROM THE DEPARTMENT FOR REVIEW OF RECORDS 
CONCERNING COTTON ALLOTMENTS OR WAREHOUSE CONTRACTS REFLECTS NO 
INVESTIGATION PENDING FOR EL PASO. IF THIS NOT SO, BUREAU OR DALLAS 
PLEASE NOTIFY EL PASO. 

INCIDENTAL INTELLIGENCE INFOR ACCORDING TO INFO FROM MCCLELLAN 
COMMITTEE INVESTIGATORS AND FROM 


ONE OF THE ATTORNEYS 


FOR ESTES. ESTES FURNISHED NO INFO WHATEVER TO MC CLELLAN COMMITTEE 
INVESTIGATORS IN THE INTERVIEW OF SUNDAY, MAY THIRTEEN LAST. 

DALLAS ADVISED AM. 

ESTES MAY HAVE SUICIDAL TENDENCIES. 


b6 

b7C 


END AND ACK PLS 



F5?-36 ^Rev. i^-13-56) 

S f k 

V; / 

b 

Transmit- th^/following in 


# 


7 ? 


F B I 

Dat e: 5/15/62 

PLAIN TEXT 


Via 


TELETYPE 


(Type in plain text or code) 

URGENT 



(Priority or Method of Mailing) 


I 


( Mr. Mncm — 
Mr. TV'hnont-. 
Mr- M<Ar 
Mr. C ' 
Mr. C<wC . 
Mr, » 

iT. 

-Tr. M -’ 1 

Sfctt. 

My* Ti«v \ - 

My. Tv - • • 
Tok. Room 
Mims It 'V? lQ f 3 . 
Mias Gandy- 


DIRECTOR, FBI (29-28704) AND SACS DALLAS ( 58-188 /“TENT? 
SALT LAKE CITY 

SAC, UFO (87-8242) „ xi , 

:, 00 DALLAS. 


TO: 

FROM: 

BILLIE SOL' ESTES, AKA, ET AL, ITSP, BRIBERY, COI 

IN NEUS ARTICLE V7DC PAPERS TODAY, TAYLOR ALLEN, PROVO, UTAH, 
FORMER SOUTHWEST AREA DIRECTOR OF COMMODITY STABILIZATION SERVICE 
US DEPT. OF AGRICULTURE (USDA) IS QUOTED AS SAYING THAT USDA 
HAS BEEN AWARE FOR MORE THAN A YEAR THAT SUBJECT ESTES WAS WARNED 
IN ADVANCE THAT HIS PLAN TO TRANSFER COTTON ALLOTMENTS TO Y/EST 
TEXAS WAS ILLEGAL. ALLEN IS QUOTED AS SAYING THIS WARNING WAS 
GIVEN TO JOHN DENNISON, ATTORNEY FOR ESTES AND WILLIAM P. MATTOX, 
VICE CHAIRMAN, REEVES COUNTY STABILIZATION COMMITTEE, WHICH 
COMMITTEE LATER APPROVED MANY OF THE COTTON ALLOTMENT TRANSFERS \ 
FOR ESTES. THIS WARNING WAS GIVEN BY HENRY MARSHALL, FORMER USDf] 
COTTON EXPERT IN TEXAS, NOW DECEASED, ON JANUARY SEVENTEEN 
SIXTYONE AT HIS OFFICE IN COLLEGE STATION, TEXAS. ALLEN WAS 
PRESENT AT THE TIME. MARSHALL WAS FOUND DEAD LAST JULY IN A 
FIELD WITH FIVE BULLET WOUNDS FROM A BOLT ACTION RIFLE AND HIS 
DEATH RULED A SUICIDE. ALLEN IS QUOTED AS SAYING THAT DENNISON 




(^-Bureau 
2-Teletype Unit 

1- El Paso (58-59) (BY MAIL) 

2- WFO 

FWA:MJB jf 
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AwfofedkiXU*- ^ w '‘t' — / J 

PP ' Special Agent in Charge 
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Sent 
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Per 


;.w 
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(Type in plain text or code) 


Transmit the following in 


Via 

(Priority or Method of Mailing) 


J 

Y/FO 87-8242 
PAGE TWO 

AND MATTOX REQUESTED MEETING WITH TEXAS STATE STABILIZATION 
COMMITTEE SEEKING APPROVAL FOR ALLOTMENT TRANSFERS FOR ESTES, 

BUT COMMITTEE ARRANGED FOR THEM TO MEET WITH MARSHALL INSTEAD. 
ALLEN STATES THAT DENNISON FLEW WITH HIM TO DALLAS AFTER THIS 
MEETING AND THAT FURTHER DISCUSSION WAS HAD DURING THE TRIP. HE 
TRIED TO CONVINCE ALLEN THAT MARSHALL’S ATTITUDE WAS WRONG AND 
THA T IT WOULD BE ALL RIGHT TO TRANSFER THE ALLOTMENTS. MATTOX 
IS QUOTED AS SAYING PREVIOUSLY THAT THE REEVES COUNTY STABILIZA- 
TION COMMITTEE HAD APPROVED THE ESTES ALLOTMENT TRANSFERS AFTER 
RECEIVING ADVICE FROM USDA, Y7ASHINGTON, D.C. , THAT THEY Y/ERE 
LEGAL. SECRETARY OF AGRICULTURE IS QUOTED AS SAYING PROCEDURES 
FOLLOWED IN OTHER STATES UNDER WHICH SIMILAR TRANSFERS OF COTTON 
ALLOTMENTS T/ERE BARRED \/ERE NOT FOLLOWED IN TEXAS. SALT LAKE 
CITY IMMEDIATELY LOCATE AND INTERVIEW ALLEN FOR FULL DETAILS 
CONCERNING THE MEETING AT COLLEGE STATION, TEXAS. INTERVIEW 

SHOULD BE UNDER OATH AND IT SHOULD BE DETERMINED FROM ALLEN IF 

(W /A Ay $/x 

ANY OTHER INDIVIDUALS PRESENT AT MEETING. SUTEL SUMMARY OF 

. A 

INTERVIEW TO BUREAU AND WFO AND FOLLOW WITH DETAILED REPORT. 

lr { I j i; t-j. j-| ; ^ 

ESTES REPORTED TO HAVE SUICIDAL 'TENDENCIES. P. 


Approved: 


Sent 


M Per 


Special Agent in Charge 
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U R G E {KT 5/15/62 5-38 PM WPS 

TO / DIRECTOR, FBI /29-28704/ AND SAC, DALLAS 



FROM SAC, MEMPHIS /147-240/ 

tO 

BILLIE SOL tSTES , ET AL, BRIBERY, COI. 00 DALLAS 

RE RICHMOND TEL TO BUREAU THIS DATE. 

NASHVILLE, TENN. TELEPHONE NO. TWO FOUR TWO DASH THREE 
FIVE SIX ZERO LISTED TO FIRM OF BASS, BERRY AND SIMS, A 
REPUTABLE LOCAL LAW FIRM LOCATED IN AMERICAN TRUST BUILDING, 
NASHVILLE, TENN. 

CHECK OF ALL AVAILABLE RECORDS OF HOTELS AND MOTELS, 
CLARKSDALE, MISS., FAILS TO REFLECT RECORD JAMES T. RALPH 
PERTINENT DATE. RALPH UNKNOWN TO LAW ENFORCEMENT AGENCIES AND 
CREDIT BUREAU, CLARKSDALE. CHECK CITY AND PHONE DIRECTORIES, 
CLARKSDALE, NEGATIVE. TELEPHONE RECORDS FOR CLARKSDALE 
MAINTAINED SOUTHERN BELL TELEPHONE AND TELEGRAPH CO., JACKSON, 
MISS. NO LEAD BEING SET OUT TO CHECK PHONE COMPANY RECORDS 
SINCE NO PHONE NUMBER CLARKSDALE AVAILABLE. 2- v S& 

DALLAS BEING ADVISED SEPARATELY. tty-lQ 

END AND ACK PLS 
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Date: 5/16/62 


Transmit the following in 


AIRTEL 


(Type in plain text or code) 


(Priority or Method of Mailing) 


TO: DIRECTOR, FBI (29-28704) 

(\ FROM: SAC, WFO (87-8242) (P) 

Vs ITSP; BRIBERY; CO I 
(00: DL) 

ReButel 5/11/62. 

Enclosed for the Bureau are four copies and for 
Dallas and El Paso one copy of a letterhead memo dated and 
captioned as above . 

^ ESTES REPORTED TO HAVE SUICIDAL TENDENCIES . 

^ (S^Bureau (Enc-4) 

1-Dallas (58-188) (Enc-1) (Info) 

1- El Paso (-58=59-) (Enc-1) (Info) 

2- WFO XT-3SI 


BMM : M JB 
(7) 

AIRTEL 
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In Reply, Please Refer to 
File No, 


* * 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 



WASHINGTON 25, D. C. 

May 16, 1962 


BILLIE SOL ESTES 

INTERSTATE TRANSPORTATION OF STOLEN PROPERTY 
CONFLICT OF INTEREST 
BRIBERY 


A copy of United States Department of Agriculture 
(USDA) personnel file of Henry Harvey Marshall, deceased, 
former USDA official, was reviewed at the United States Depart- 
ment of Justice on May 15, 1962. 

Marshall was born on December 18, 1909, at Franklin, 
Texas. He attended Franklin High School and completed three 
years at the University of Texas from September , 1927 , through 
August, 1930. He worked for Nesbit Rural School, Franklin, 

Texas, as teacher and principal from October, 1929, to May, 1932. 
From July, 1932 to August, 1934, he was employed as a bookkeeper 
by Shaw Brothers Gin Company, Franklin, Texas. In August, 1934, 
Marshall was employed as a Clerk and Performance Reporter by 
USDA, Robertson, County, Texas, County ACA, and had this position 
until September, 1938. From September, 1938, until November, 

1939, Marshall was Administrative Officer, USDA, Floyd County, 
Texas, ACA, Floydada, Texas. From November, 1939, until August, 
1942, he was Principal Field Assistant and Junior Field Assistant, 
USDA, AAA, College Station, Texas. From August, 1942, until 
January 8, 1947, he was Administrative Assistant, USDA, 

Production and Marketing Administration XPMA) , College Station, 
Texas . 


References of Marshall, as listed on a Civil Service 
Commission (CSC) Form 57, were: 




L 
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Re: BILLIE SOL ESTES 

1 ref 
USDA, 

Other CSC forms in file indicate Marshall received 
either promotions or transfers on the indicated dates: 

On 4/4/48, he was promoted from Administrative 
Assistant, PMA, to Administrative Officer, PMA, 

Texas State Office, College Station, Texas 

Effective 1/1/54, Marshall was transferred from 
PMA to Commodity Stabilization Service, Texas 
ASC State Office without change in position, 
grade or salary or location 

On 3/28/55, he was promoted from Administrative 
Officer to Program Specialist, GS-11 

On 12/30/56, he was promoted to GS-12, Program 
Specialist 

Contained in the file was a letter dated May 1, 1959, 
from J. Taylor Allen, Director, Southwest Area Commodity 
Stabilization Service, Washington 25, D.C. , to the Chairman 
of the Texas State ASC Committee. The subject of the letter 
was "Honor Awards - 1959," and this letter requested that if 
the health of Henry H. Marshall permitted, then his presence 
was requested in Washington, D.C. on May 26 for presentation 
of USDA Superior Service Honor Award for 1959. 

CSCi Form 50, contained in the file, indicated the 
death of Henry H. Marshall to have occurred on June 3, 1961. 

Nothing was mentioned in this personnel file as to 
cause of death or as to activities of Billie Sol Estes. 

A letter was attached to this personnel file of Marshall, 
which was from John C. Bagwell, General Counsel, USDA, addressed 
to Honorable Robert F. Kennedy, Attorney General. This letter 
stated that the personnel file of Henry Marshall was obtained 
from the Federal Records Center, St. Louis, Missouri, and one 
copy was enclosed. The original file was stated to have been 
returned to the Personnel Office, ASCS, Washington, D.C. 
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Re: BILLIE SOL ESTES 


A review of Washington, D.C. newspaper libraries 
("morgues”) disclosed no articles dated June, £61, or there- 
abouts, mentioning the death of Henry H. Marshall in June, 1961. 
The same library records disclosed newspaper articles which 
mentioned George A. Krutilek. The files in the Library of 
Scripps-Howard newspapers, Washington Daily News Building, 

1013 13th Street, N. .W. , contains the following articles: 

Washington Post 4/6/62, 

El Paso, Texas (AP) 

"Meanwhile at Clint, Texas, the body of a Certified 
Public Accountant who had worked for Mr. Estes was found in 
his automobile. He was George Krutilek, 49, of El Paso. 

"Authorities first believed he had died from carbon 
monoxide f umes pumped into the car from the exhaust , but this 
was ruled out by the coroner’s office, which said it would be 
hard to ascertain the cause of death because of decomposition 
of the body ". 

New York Times 4/6/62 

El Paso, Texas, 4/5/62 (DPI) 

"An accountant, who had been questioned in Mr. Estes’ 
affairs was found dead in his car last night. 

"The El Paso County Coroner said Mr. Krutilek had not 
died of carbon monoxide fumes pumped into the car as authorities 
had first believed. 

"The dead man, George Krutilek, 49 years old, reportedly 
handled the books for some of Mr. Estes* enterprises. He was 
a Certified Public Accountant " 

Files in the library of the Washington Post, Washington, 
D.C. , contained the following article: 

Washington Post, 5/10/62 (DPI) 

by Roy mc Ghee 

” officially, Pathologist Fred Bornstein ruled 

April 9 that Krutilek died of heart disease, and there was 
nothing to indicate any violence. But, Bornstein added the 
body had deteriorated so badly that a definitive autopsy was 

impossible ’’ This document 

recommendations it# Of 

the FBI. It is the pngttfty 
the FBI and is loaned to ]Mt opt pft 
it and its contents m Xtfefc. 
d‘$?ributed outside your OfMy. 
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NT 5-16-52 6-10 PM JAA 

DIRECTOR, FBI /29-28704/ /S/ 

SAC, NEW YORK >87-26066/ 

O 

BILLIE SOL ESTES 

ITSP-MF., BRIBERY -CONFLICT OF INTEREST 

RERE 'BUREAU TELEPHONE CALL TO NEW YORK THIS DATE. 
* 


C OMMERCIAL SO LVENTS CORPO RATI ON, J£C, ADVISED THAT NO CHECK 
IN THE AMOUNT OF FORTY THOUSAND DOLLARS WAS RECEIVED FROM 
BILLIE SOL ESTES. HE SPECIFICALLY ADVISED THAT COMMERCIAL 
SOLVENTS CORPORATION DID NOT RECEIVE ANY CASHIERS CHECKS FROM 
ESTES AND THAT ALL PAYMENTS CREDITED TO THE ESTES/ ACCOUNT 
IN NINETEEN SIXTY TWO CAME FROM ASSIGNMENTS OF COMMODITY CREDIT 
CORPORATION RECEIPTS. FURTHER 
FIRST NATIONAL BANK OF PECOS, 

SOLVENTS CORPORATION FROM ANYONE DURING TH^ IWA&L 1962 
END AND HOLD ✓ 



si/* 


NY R 8 WA ML 

^OL'iAYZSim 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION * 

U. S. DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE jj 

COMMUNICATIONS SECTION JLp- 
MAY1 61962 l rjlW* 

5 TEtE 3 CYf?E 


// 


5-16-52 6-50 PM MST RAR 




, I Mr. Trotter — 

f/M" l Tele. Boom 

y 1 ^i ss Holmes — - 

„ - 1(C <0 s-50 PM MST RAR } Miss Gandy.. 

URGENT^ 5-16-62 ° L„ E _ J v« I — - 

JLlO* FBI a™. MR. WILLIAM WELTE, GENERAL 


^OM SAC, EL PASO /5S-59/ 5 P A7 ( 

BILLIE SOL ESTES, AKA., ET. A 

" E SIX EIGHT, EIGHT THREE SIX NINE, AND EIGHT THREE 
""riLOHING IS A NARRATIVE OF ALL INFORMATION EL PASO HAS BEEN 

ABLE to develop on these checks, none has anything whatever to do, 

OF COURSE, WITH THE SOCALLED WASHINGTON PROJECT. 

rTV trmfT* 


o 7 l <Z item ONE. CHECK NO. EIGHT THREE SIX EIGHT. 

SSL “ CHECK IS IN THE AMOUNT OF FORTY THOUSAND, EIGHT HUNDRED J 

SEVENTYSIX DOLLARS, FOURTEEN CENTS. IT IS ON THE ™ST NATION Ba4 
0F PEC0S DAT ED JANUARY SIX TEEN, NINETEEN ^^ WO ON ^ OF 


BILLIE SOL ESTES SIGNED BY[ 


IT WAS ISSUED TO PAY 


is V*- I I 

A DRAFT DRAWN by ASSOCIATED INVESTMENT CO. OF LUBBOCK. 

n - t nBBOCK SENT A DRAFT THROUGH THE 
ASSOCIATED INVESTMENT CO. OF LUBBOCK SEN 

OAHV aT t nBBOCK DATED DECEMBER TWENTYNINE NINETEEN 
CITI2ENS NATIONAL BANK AT LUBBOC pjS 

SIXTY ONE. THE FOLLOWING IS ry1^ ULA ^ 

.... ™ whe R I C A draft came intc 


ON THE CHECK BUT| — T, 

rptrirntr tq a HANDWRITTEN NOTE ON THE DRfiET 
WAS RETURNED UNPAID. THERE IS A H Mm%S 9 A 6 TION .* 

Aoonr 1 TATFT1 REFER TO TELEPHONE CONVERSA TIO 
’’REQUEST WE RETURN TO ASSOCIATED. 

the sent back T ° THE FIRST NATI0NAL AT PEC0S 




re : 





A. 




PAGE TWO 

BY ABOVE NUMBERED CHECK EIGHT THREE SIX EIGHT. OF COURSE THE CHECK 

BEARS NO ENDORSEMENT. 


SIGNED 


DOES NOT KNOW HOW 


b6 

b7C 


MUCH OF THE PROCEEDS OF THE CHECK WERE TO BE USED TO PAY INTEREST AND 
HOW MUCH PRINCIPAL NOR ON WHAT SPECIFIC NOTES HELD BY ASSOCIATED 
INVESTMENT CO. THE PROCEEDS WERE TO BE APPLIED. 

THE BANK RECORDS ON THIS TRANSACTION SHOW THAT A FIRST NATIONAL 
BANK OF PECOS MONEY ORDER NO. TWO SIX EIGHT SEVEN SEVEN WAS FORWARDED 
TO THE REPUBLIC NATIONAL BANK OF LUBBOCK, TEXAS, FOR THE ACCOUNT OF 

c 7/7- ?•' , 

ASSOCIATED INVESTMENT CO. OF LUBBOCK. • ' " ^ # ./. : ujf ^ - 

DOCUMENTATION FOR CHECK NO. EIGHT THREE SIX EIGHT TRANSACTION - 

/ 

EL PASO WILL FORWARD AMSD FROM PECOS TONIGHT PHOT OSTAT OF THE CHE CK, 

THE DRA FT .>M^-THE^AN7<1M0NEY OR DEE. DOCUMENTATION ON THIS TRANSACTION 
SHOULD BE ADEQUATE. BECAUSE OF THE ISOLATED LOCATION OF PECOS, EXACT 
AIRLINES SCHEDULE FOR ARRIVAL OF PHOTOSTATS CANNOT BE SET OUT. 

CHECK NO. EIGHT THREE SIX NINE DATED JANUARY SIXTEEN, NINETEEN 
flXTYTWO, DRAWN ON THE FIRST NATIONAL BANK OF PECOS, ACCOUNT OF BILLIE 

IN THE AMOUNT OF SIXTYFTO? 


SOL ESTES SIGNED 


b6 

b7C 


SAYS THIS CHECK WAS 


THOUSAND, ONE HUNDRED THIRTYNINE DOLLARS, 

DRAWN IN PAYMENT OF TWO DRAFTS, BOTH DATED JANUARY FIFTEEN, NINETEEN 
SIXTY TWO, DRAWN BY THE COMMERCIAL CREDIT CORPORATION OF LUBBOCK. 


END PAGE TWO 



PAGE THREE 

DETAILS OF THESE TWO DRAFTS ARE , ONE IN THE AMOUNT OF FORTYSIX 
THOUSAND, THREE HUNDRED TWENTY TWO DOLLARS, SIXTYCENTS, THE OTHER IS IN 
THE AMOUNT OF SEVENTEEN THOUSAND EIGHT HUNDRED SIXTEEN DOLLARS, FORTY 
CENTS, TOTAL SIXTY FOUR THOUSAND, ONE HUNDRED THIRTYNINE DOLLARS. THE 
DRAFTS W ERE FOR THE PURPOSE OF MAKING PAYMENT ON A NOTE OF THE UNI TED 
ELEVATOR CO. IT APPEARS THIS IS UNITED ELEVATOR AT PLAINVIEW BUT NOT 



IS JANUARY FIFTEEN, NINETEEN SIXTYTWO. IT READS AS FOLLOWS, CONFIRMING 
YOUR PHONE CONVERSATION OF JANUARY FOURTEEN, NINETEEN SIXTYTWO, AND 
YOUR AUTHORITY TO DRAW ON MR. ESTES. I AM LISTING THE AMOUNT OF EACH 
ACCOUNT. ONE DRAFT IN THE AMOUNT OF FORTYSIX THOUSAND, THREE HUNDRED 
TWENTY TWO DOLLARS, SIXTY CENTS, ONE DRAFT IN THE AMOUNT OF SEVENTEEN 
THOUSAND, EIGHT HUNDRED SIXTEEN DOLLARS, FORTY CENTS. AS YOU KNOW 
BOTH WERE DUE NOVEMBER FIFTEEN, NINETEEN SIXTY ONE. TOTAL OF BOTH 
^JWE DRAFTS IS SIXTY FOUR THOUSAND, ONE HUNDRED THIRTYNINE 
DOLLARS. I AM PUTTING BOTH DRAFTS THROUGH AS CASH ITEMS ON THE FIRST 
NATIONAL BANK OF PECOS ACCOUNT BILLIE SOL ESTES. THIS LETTER WAS 

signed| 

the” BANK RECORDS SHOW THAT FIRST NATIONAL BANK OF PECOS MONEY 
ORDER NO. TWO SIX NINE NINE FOUR IN THE AMOUNT OF FORTYSIX THOUSAND, 


END PAGE THREE 



PAGE FOUR 


THREE HUNDRED TWENTY TWO DOLLARS, SIXTY CENTS, WAS ISSUED TO THE 
FIRST CITY NATIONAL BANK OF HOUSTON, TEXAS, FOR THE ACCOUNT OF 
THE COMMERCIAL CREDIT CORP., HOUSTON, TEXAS. 

THE FIRST NATIONAL BANK OF PECOS MONEY ORDER FOR THE SECOND DRAFT 
IN THE AMOUNT OF SEVENTEEN THOUSAND, EIGHT HUNDRED SIXTEEN DOLLARS, 

FORTY CENTS, HAS NOT YET BEEN LOCATED. 

DOCUMENTATION WHICH IS BEING FORWARDED TO^%fit WITH THIS TRANSACTION 
PHOTOSTAT OF SIXTYFOUR THOUSAND, ONE HUNDRED THIRTYNINE DOLLAR CHECK 
DATED JANUARY SIXTEEN, NINETEEN SIXTYTWO, PHOTOSTAT O F THE TWO DRAFTS^ 
DRAWN BY COMMERCIAL CREDIT CORP. ON ESTES, PHOTOSTAT OF FIRST NATIONAL 


OF PECOS MONEY ORDER NO. TWO SIX NINE NINE FOUR IN THE AMOUNT— OF 


FORTYSIX THOUSAND, THREE HUNDRED TWENTYTWO DOLLARS, SIXTY CENTS. MOT 
FORWARDED WITH THIS DOCUMENTATION IS ONE BANK MONEY ORDER ON THE SECOND 
DRAFT IN THE AMOUNT OF SEVENTEEN THOUSAND, EIGHT HUNDRRED SIXTEEN 
DOLLARS, FORTY CENTS. WE HAVE NOT BEEN ABLE AS OF THE CLOSE OF BUSINESS 
TONIGHT TO LOCATE THIS BANK MONEY ORDER. 

ITEM NO. THREE 

& CHECK NO. EIGHT THREE EIGHT ZERO 

THIS IS DATED JANUARY SIXTEEN, NINETEEN SIXTYTWO, DRAWN ON THE 
FIRST NATIONAL BANK OF PECOS ON THE ACCOUNT OF BILLIE SOL ESTES SIGNED 
BY 


, IN THE AMOUNT OF FORTY THOUSAND DOLLARS EVEN. 


b6 


b7C 


END PAGE FOUR 
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PAGE FIVE 

SAYS THIS CHECK WAS DRAWN TO PAY FOR A CASHIER-S CHECK TO THE 


COMMERCIAL CREDIT CORP. ON A NOTE OWED BY ALLIED ELEVATOR CO. 

SAID ALLIED ELEVATOR IS OWNED BY BILLIE SOL ESTES WITH TITLE IN THE 

TEXAS. ACCORDING TO 


NAMES 0 


ESTES IS PAYING ON THE NOTES FOR THE PURCHASE OF THIS ELEVATOR 


AND WHEN THE ELEVATOR IS PAID FOR, ESTES WILL OWN NI^TY PERCENT OF IT AND 


if ILL OWN TEN PERCENT. FIRST NATIONAL BANK OF PECOS MONEY 
ORDER NO. TWO SIX NINE FOUR SEVEN WAS SENT TO THE COMMERCIAL CREDIT CORP. 
AMOUNT OF MONEY ORDER FORTY THOUSAND DOLLARS. ON THE BANK MONEY ORDER 


THE REMITTER IS SHOWN AS 

DOCUMENTATION ON THIS TRANSACTION - PHOTOSTAT OF THE CHECK, 
P HOTOS TAT OF THE BAN.IL- MQ.NE.Y->OR.DE.Rn— 

DALLAS ADVISED AIRMAIL.. 

ESTES MAY HAVE SUICIDAL TENDENCIES. 

END AND ACK PLS 
10-13 PM OK FBI WA RAM 
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TELETYPE 


// 


Mr. Tolson 

Mr. Belmont . 
Mr. Mohr 
Mr. O 1 •’ 

Mr. Com ^ 1 
. H) i . Mi 





’Mr. T 
Tele. Room 

5-16-62 8-2 8-33 PM MST RAR 'IIU I Miss Hdm a 

(/y^ Miss Gandy 

TO DIRECTOR, FBI, ATTN. MR. WELTE, GENERAL INVESTIGATIVE PI VI- SI-ON-c- 
DROM SAC, EL PASO /5S-59 2 P 

DAILY SUMMARY 

AiLUi : 'OL ^estes attorneys do not desire to make him availab le to burea u 

l - — — — — — " bWMMMB— W WIIIIMIIWUI — 1 ■ mi« MliWUlIlUCTUIlWilPlli - 

AGENTS FOR INTERVIEW AT THIS TIME. SEPARATE TELETYPE SENT. 

DETAILS AND DOCUMENTATION ON BILLIE SOL ESTES CHECKS EIGHT 
THREE SIX EIGHT, EIGHT THREE SIX NINE, AND EIGHT THREE EIGHT ZERO 
FORWARDED. 

WASHINGTON PROJECT DATA CANNOT BE FORWARDED UNTIL AM OF MAY 
SEVENTEEN NEXT. DOCUMENTATION CANNOT BE FORWARDED UNTIL EVENING MAIL 
MAY SEVENTEEN NEXT. DOCUMENTATION CANNOT BE FORWARDED UNTIL EVENING 
MAIL MAY SEVENTEEN NEXT. WASHINGTON PROJECT WAS AN ACTUAL HOUSING ^jJ 
PROJECT OPERATED BY ESTES IN SPOKANE, WASHINGTON. TRANSCRIPTS OF 
NUMEROUS ESTES ENTERPRISES BANK ACCOUNTS ALL FORWARDED TODAY. 

LENGTHY REPORT IN THE ITSP CASE FORWARDED TODAY. 

DALLAS TELETYPE DESCRIBED DESTRUCTION OF SUPPORTING DOCUMENTS 
FOR BALANCE SHEET DECEMBER THIRTY ONE, NINETEEN SIXTY FILED ON ESTES 
FINANCIAL POSITION WITH DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE..^^ 2- ? c>/ - 


END PAGE ONE 


REC- 12 
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PAGE TWO 

FALSE STATEMENT INVESTIGATION GREATLY IMPEDED BY FACT ACCOUNTANT 
DESTROYED SUPPORTING PAPERS ESTES SENT HIM, BUT EFFORTS BEING MADE 
BY INTERVIEW WITH AND BILLIE SOL ESTES ENTERPRISES TO 


b6 

b7C 


RECONSTRUCT THESE PAPERS. TOP PRIORITY GIVEN THIS. 

PROBLEMS POSES BY PRESENCE OF MC CLELLAN COMMITTEE INVESTIGATORS 
REVIEWED IN SEPARATE TELETYPE. 

ESTES MAY HAVE SUICIDAL TENDENCIES. 

END AND ACK PLS 
11 RR XXXX 11 


11-42 PM OK FBI WA BH 
TU DIC PLS 
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U. S. DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 

COMMUNICATIONS SECTION 

MAY1 619^f> 
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Mr. 

Mrrj&ohr. 


Mr. Callahan 

Mr. Conrad 

Mr. DeLoach 

Evans 


Malone. 

Rosen. 




Sullivan. 

Mr. Tavel 

Mr. Trotter 

Tele. Room 


Miss Holmes. 
Miss Gandy. 


JJJR^ENT 5- 16-62 


7- A3 PM MST EAR ( S) >'f2 

TO DIRECTOR, FBI, ATTN. MR. WELTE, GENERAL INVESTIGATIVE DIVISION 

4/// 5 P 


FROM SAC, EL PASO / 58-59/ 

O 

BILLIE SOL ESTES, ET AL BRIBERY - COI. 

MC CLELLAN COMMITTEE INVESTIGATORS AT BILLIE SOL ESTES ENTERPRISES . 1 

AS OF MAY SIXTEEN INSTANT THERE ARE NINE MC CLELLAN COMMITTEE \} 

INVESTIGATORS WORKING ON BILLIE SOL ESTES ENTERPRISES RECORDS. 

SEVERAL OF THEM HAVE BEEN IN PECOS SINCE THURSDAY MAY TEN LAST. AGENTS 

HAVE LEARNED THAT THE COMMITTEE EXPECTS TWELVE ADDITIONAL INVESTIGATORS 

TROM THE MC CLELLAN COMMITTEE TO ENTER THE INVESTIGATION. THEY DO 

NOT HAVE ANY INFORMATION ABOUT HOW MANY OF THEM WILL BE ASSIGNED TO 

REC-J 5 ,*3#- p. 2 7 -/ l 

PECOS TO REVIEW BILLIE SOL ESTES ENTERPRISES RECORD'S. THEY DO NOT 
HAVE ANY INFORMATION ABOUT HOW LONG THE INVEST I GA TORS^E^ECT^f 0“^*^“ 
REMAIN AT BILLIE SOL ESTES ENTERPRISES. .,,16 123 MAY 211962 




APPOINTED APRIL NINE NINETEEN SIXTY "TOT BY 
JUDGE THOMASON AS RECEIVER FOR BILLIE SOL ESTES ENTERPRISES, UNDER 
CHAPTER ELEVEN PROCEEDING IN THE PECOS DIVISION OF THE WESTERN DISTRICT 


OF TE XAS A DVISE D THAT HE REC EIVED A SUBPOENA IN THE MAIL FROM THE 
MC CLELLAN COMMITTEE riON-OM^OWT^HtJR^TOri MAY TEN NINETEEN SIXTY~TWO. 

— f-MR~J^^r6©^T“-FQR— * — 

END PAGE ONE 


A’ 

OSSAY231&>£ 





b6 

b7C 




V 


Hr" ■ 


\ 




PAGE TWO 

THIS SUBPOENA CALLS FOR THE PRODUCTION OF ALL RECORDS IN THE POSSESSION 
OF THE RECEIVER. 

THE INTEREST OF THE 'AGENTS OF THE EL PASO DIVISION IN THE BILLIE 
SOL ESTES ENTERPRISES HAS BEEN PRIMARILY IN THE ENTERPRISES CHECKS OF 
WHICH THERE ARE SOME FORTY THOUSAND I PECOS. APPARENTLY THE COMMITTEE 
INVESTIGATORS HAVE NOT GOT TO THE CHECKS YET SINCE THERE HAS BEEN NO 
CONFLICT OF INTEREST ABOUT DOCUMENTS AND EXAMINATION OF DOCUMENTS TO 
DATE. 


INVESTIGATORS HAVE IMPLIED TO EL PASO AGENTS THAT IF THEY HAVE 
A SPECIFIC REQUEST FOR A PARTICULAR DOCUMENT THE DOCUMENT WILL BE 
AVAILABLE, BUT NO ASSISTANCE CAN BE GIVEN IN A GENERAL SEARCH TYPE 
OF TRANSACTION. THIS HAS THE GREAT DISADVANTAGE THAT IN SOME INSTANCES 


WE DO NOT KNOW WHAT PARTICULAR DOCUMENT WE MIGHT BE LOOKING FOR. THE 


SIGNIFICANCE OR EVEN THE EXISTENCE OF DOCUMENTS WOULD NOT COME TO 
OUR ATTENTION UNLESS WE COULD SEE ALL OF THE DOCUMENTS IN WHICH WE 
ARE INTERESTED. I COULD NOT DOCUMENT A SPECIFIC CASE OR ATTITUDE OF 
THE INVESTIGATORS. SAA IN PECOS ON SPECIAL FROM DENVER STAT 
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HE TALKED TO ONE OF THE INVESTIGATORS BRIEFLY AND THE INVESTIGATOR WAS 
BY NO MEANS HOSTILE BUT HE WAS VERY COZY AND VOLUNTEERED NOTHING. 



* 




PAGE THREE 

NO OCCASION HAS BEEN HAD TO SEEK SPECIFIC COOPERATION TO DATE. 

AN ADMINISTRATIVE CHIEF OF THE INVESTIGATORS 1 $ NOT IN PECOS TODAY.” 

I DISCUSSED THE LEGAL SITUATION OF THE INVESTIGATORS AND THE 
AGENTS AT BILLIE SOL ESTES ENTERPRISES AND THE MATTER OF THE SUBPOENA 
UNDER WHICH THE MC CLELLAN COMMITTEE IS WORKING WITH AUSA 

STATED THAT THE RECORDS OF THE BILLIE SOL ESTES 
ENTERPRISES ARE IN THE ABSOLUTE CUSTODY OF THE FEDER AL JUDGE OF TH E 
WESTERN DISTRICT OF TEXAS. THEY CAN NOT, PENDING PROCEEDING UNDER 

miMffwti i wi ■mu ■ | — i; [irn.ii ihiilii — wmmmmmm m ....ii.n. mm n i mil - — - — — ^ 

CHAPTER ELEVEN, BE SEIZED ~BY ANYONE UN TIL THE VA RIOUS ORDERS O F THE 
COURT CONCERNING THE ARRANGEMENTS SOUGHT IN CHAPTER ELEVEN HAVE BEEN 


COMPLETED. UNDER THE AUTHORITY OF THE JUDGE THE RECORDS ARE IN THE 

QUESTIONS ARISING OVER ACCESS 


POSSESSION OF THE 


TO THOSE RECORDS WOULD HAVE TO BE SETTLED ON THE SCENE AMONG THE 

PEOPLE SEEKING ACCESS TO THE RECORDS WITH JUDGE THOMASON AS THE FINAL 

1 

AUTHORITY. THE AUTHORITY OF THE COMMITTEE INVESTIGATORS UNDER THE 
SUBPOENA IS ONLY TO REPRODUCE THE DOCUMENTS NOT TAKE OR CONFISCATE ANY 
ANY OF THEM IN SUCH A MANNER AS TO INTERFERE IN ANY WAY WITH THE 
PROCEEDING FOR THE ARRANGEMENT UNDER CHAPTER ELEVEN. 
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END PAGE THREE 



PAGE FOUR 

THE PRESENCE OF SUCH A LARGE NUMBER OF COMMITTEE INVESTIGATORS 
WHICH WILL BE AUGMENTED IN THE VERY NEAR FUTURE ACCORDING TO .AVAILABL 
INFORMATION POSES SEVERE PHYSICAL PROBLEM REGARDLESS OF THE LEGAL 
STATUS OF THE COMMITTEE INVESTIGATORS IN PECOS. EL PASO AGENTS ARE 
IN PECOS UNDER INSTRUCTIONS THAT THEY ARE MAKING A LIMITED INQUIRY 
INTO THE FINANCIAL SITUATION OF ESTES AS REVEALED BY HIS CHECKS. THE 
COMMITTEE IS EXAMINING ALL DOCUMENTS ON A GENERAL FISHING EXPEDITION. 
WE ARE PARTICULARLY OUT NUMBERED AND WILL BE WORSE OUT NUMBERED UNLESS 
ADDITIONAL AGENTS ARE SENT IN ON SPECIAL WHICH I BELIEVE NOT TO BE ' 
DESIRABLE IN THE LONG RUN. THE BEACHHEAD AT PECOS IS RATHER CONFUSING 
NOW. THE ADDITION OF MORE AGENTS WILL ONLY WTEND TO CONFUSE IT 
FURTHER. 

IF A RECOMMENDATION IS DESIRED FROM ME IT IS THAT NO ADDITIONAL 
AGENTS BE SENT TO PECOS, THAT WE PROCEED WITH OUR INVESTIGATION OF 
THE CHECKS AND WHEN THE ADMINISTRATIVE CHIEF OF THE INVESTIGATORS 
RETURNS TO PECOS THAT WE ASK HIM POINT BLANK WHETHER THERE ARE ANY 
CHECKS OF ANY KIND IN THE POSSESSION OF ANY OF THE INVESTIGATORS. 
PROBLEMS ABOUT IMMEDIATE ACCESS TO DOCUMENTS IF THEY COME UP WILL 
BE SOLVED ON THE SPOT. WE WILL NOT TELL THE COMMITTEE INVESTIGATORS 
END PAGE FOUR 
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PAGE FIVE 

WHAT WE ARE DOING AND WE WILL ADOPT AN ATTITUDE OF REASONABLENESS 
ABOUT MAKING AVAILABLE TO THEM ANY DOCUMENTS IN OUR 
POSSESSION AT A GIVEN TIME WHICH THEY WISH TO EXAMINE. 

DALLAS ADVISED AIRMAIL. 
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Via AIRTEL 


(Type in plain text or code) 


Mr. Tolson 

Mr. Belmont 

Mr. Mohr 

Mr. 0,1 r \hi\n .... 

Mr. Conrad .... 
Mr. Doi/'ni'h . 

Mr. Evans „ 

Mr. MalonoA. _JL 

Mr. Rosen.li^ 

Mr. SullivaJ 
Mr. Tavel.. 



(Priority or Method of Mailing) 

DIRECTOR, FBI (29-28704)^ 



SAC, WFO (87-8242) (P) 

O 

’iLLIE SOL ESTES, aka; et al 
ITSP; BRIBERY; COI 
(00: DL) 

ReButelcall to Y/FO 5/16/62, requesting interview 
of Senator JOHN J. WILLIAMS (Delaware) for identity of doctor 
examining MARY K. JONES, USDA employee. 

In response to telcall 5/16/62, to Senator Y/ILLIAMS’ 
Off ice, requesting an appointment for interview, Senator Y/ILLIAMS 
returned the call after 7 p.m. setting appointment time for 
8:45 a.m., 5/17/62. 

He asked the nature of the inquiry and was informed 
that it concerned the identity of a doctor who had possibly 
examined JONES. Y/ILLIAMS stated he did not know if he would 
furnish the doctor's identity, but that he would make himself 
available for interview at 8:45 a.m. 

Senator Y/ILLIAMS will be interviewed as requested. 

ESTES REPORTED TO HAVE SUICIDAL TENDENCIES. 
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X TO: DIRECTOR, FBI (29-28704) 
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I Mr. Mohr 

5 Mr. Callahan 
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| Mr. Mai.no, 
Mr. Rosen— 
Mr. Sullivan, 
Mr. Tavel — 
Mr. Trotter- 
Tele. Room — 
Miss Holmes, 
Miss Gandy- 




ReButel dated 5/14/62, and WFOairtel 5/16/62. 

Enclosed for the Bureau are four copies of a 
letterhead memorandum for information which is self-explanatory. 
Also enclosed is one copy of the same memorandum to Dallas 
for info. 


by SAs 


« men 


Tnt Q rwiaw in th a. enclosed memorandum was conducted 
and EDWARD C. PALMER. 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

WASHINGTON 25, D. C. 

May 17, 1962 


BILLIE SOL ESTES, ET AL 
INTERSTATE TRANSPORTATION OF 
STOLEN PROPERTY; CONFLICT OF 
INTEREST; BRIBERY 


Charles S / ylurphy , Undersecr e-tary__o£_Agricu 1 tur e , 
United _States~Department of Agriculture (USDA), was inter-" 
viewed under oath in his office. Room 200A, Administration 
Building, USDA, on May 17, 1962. 


Mr. Murphy advised generally regarding conferences 
dealing with the Cotton Advisory Council (also referred to as 

committee) and the Cotton Allotment Program in which he 
participated, that to his best recollection all were held in 
his office, Room 200A, Administration Building, USDA, and he 
was the presiding official. He said regarding conferences or 
meetings of the committee held in his office banning in July, 
1961, when Billie Sol Estes was first appointed to the committee, 
and thereafter, Estes was present to his best recollection at 
most of the full committee meetings. The cotton problem was 
discussed generally as it affected the overall industry. There 
were no discussions on the cotton pool allotments as they 
pertained to Estes or any other individual. 


Regarding the conferences in v/hich he participated 
and where the problems of pooled cotton allotments, including 
those of Estes, were discussed, he said all conferences with 
the exception of the one held on January 6, 1962, were attended 
only by USDA personnel and no outsiders v/ere present. He said 
no written record was made of what transpired at the conferences 
and no minutes v/ere taken. He further said if any written data 
was made it would relate to notes taken by staff members in 
attendance who would have made notes on phases affecting their 
particular responsibility. He pointed out that files in the 
Office of the Undersecretary v/ould contain no v/ritten record 
of the proceedings. 


^ A 


A/- 


ENCLOSURE 



BILLIE SOL ESTES, ET AL 


Mr. Murphy advised, according to his best recollection, 
the following meetings were held in his office pertaining to 
the Cotton Allotment Program and particularly as it affected 
Estes : 

(1) Meeting held sometime in November, 1961 

(2) Meeting of December 4, 1961 

(3) Meeting held sometime after December 15, 1961, 
and prior to January 6, 1962 

(4) Meeting of January 6, 1962, and 

(5) Meeting held between January 6 and 31, 1962. 

Regarding the above Murphy said the meeting reportedly 
held sometime in November, 1961, could actually be the meeting 
of December 4, 1961, and that, in fact, there was no meeting 
held in November. He said, however, since the matter involving 
Estes currently under investigation was first brought to his 
attention, as he recalled, in November, 1961, he feels a 
meeting was held sometime during that month on this subject 
matter. Regarding the meeting he reported as being held after 
December 15, 1961, and prior to January 6, 1962, he said a 
meeting must have been held sometime during this period in view 
of the recommendation and decision made to cancel the 1961 trans- 
fers of pooled allotments affecting Estes. He could recall no 
meetings held after January, 1962, on this subject matter. 


Mr. Murphy reported regarding the meeting of December 4, 
1961, that the purpose was to reach some decision about the 
transfers of the pooled allotments relating to Estes. The 
results of this meeting led up to the December 15, 1961, memo- 
randum of the General Counsel to the Undersecretary captioned 
"Billie Sol Estes, Pecos, Texas, Purchase of Pooled Cotton 
Allotments, Investigation Report D-3-595." He said only USDA 
personnel were present and no formal record was kept of the 
proceedings; however, some in attendance may have made notes 
on particular topics. He said from his recollection and from 
his judgment as to who normally would be present at such a meet- 
ing he concluded the following were present: 


John Bagwell, General Counsel j 

Counsel’s Office; Emery Jacobs, Deputy Administrator, s 


General 
fcate and 


County Operations, Agricultural Stabilization and Conservation 
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BILLIE SOL ESTES, ET AL 


Service (ASCS); Horace Godfrey, Administrator, ASCS, and 
Joseph Moss, Director of the Cotton Division, ASCS. 


Mr. Murphy advised regarding a meeting that was held 
in his office after December 15, 1961, and before January 6, 
1962, that the purpose of this meeting was to pursue the 
recommendation that action be taken to cancel the 1961 transfers 
of pooled allotments. Again he stated he could furnish no 
specific information as to who was present but indicated only 
USDA personnel attended and he mentioned he is certain the 
General Counsel was present along with staff members having 
responsibilities along these lines. He said as a result of 
this meeting USDA sent out notices canceling 1961 transfers 
of pooled allotments which cancellations would affect Estes and 
would also affect 1962 Notices of Allotments. He pointed out 
1961 Notices of Allotment had been sent out earlier in the 
year 1961 for that year’s crop and, therefore, it was not 
possible at that point to cancel 1961 Notices of Allotment 
and in this situation the Erroneous Notice of Allotment rule 
would apply for 1961 which would permit the allotments uo 
stand. He said the cancellation of the 1961 allotment trans- 
fers (distinguish from notices) would have effect on the 1962 
allotment notices and for years thereafter. He said, however, 
at that time ox* in. December, 1961, the decision had been made 
not to issue 1962 allotment notices in view of the information 
received of the possible illegalities of these transfers. 


In view of the cancellation of the 1961 transfers 
of full allotments which directly affected Estes this brought 
about the meeting of January 6, 1962. 

Mr. Murphy stated that on or about January 3, 1962, 
Congressman J. T. Rutherford, Texas, called him by phone 
urging strongly that the Department was wrong in its policy 
of canceling cotton allotments from the pooled acreage that 
had been transferred to Pecos and Reeves Counties, Texas. 

Murphy stated that the Congressman advised him that he had 
recently become familiar with this matter and had studied it 
with some care and was convinced that the owners had a good 
case. The Congressman urged that a meeting be held to give 
further consideration to the matter saying that the parties 
involved had spent substantial sums in reliance on advice they 
had received from state and county offices of the Department; 
that in his judgment they were not being treated fairly. Murphy 


BILLIE SOL ESTES, ET AL 


stated that the Congressman in no way suggested that the case 
should be considered on any basis other than on its merits but 
he urged strongly that it be reconsidered. Mr. Murphy stated 
that he agreed to a meeting and Congressman Rutherford arranged 
for the attendance of those from outside of the Department and 
he made the arrangements for the Department personnel to 
attend. He stated that this meeting v/as held in his of fice on 
January 6 — 1Q£2 — n ± whi ch were present Billie Sol Estes, 

Sena tpr Ra lnh VI . Yarhornnyh Teva« 


Congressman 


. T. Rutherford, 
Senator Y arb oroug] 
IASCS 


or I: 

ginf 


I 


Mr. (iocixrey , Joseph Moss, Director 

ox tne cotton Division, A&CS, Emery Jacobs, Deputy Administrator , 
State and County Operations, ASCS, John Bagwell an< 


t 


of the General Counsel’s Office. Mr. Murphy stated at the outset 
of the meeting Estes advised that he was entirely innocent in 
the matter and had acted on the advice of his attorney to the 
effect that the manner in which the allotments were transferred 
from the pools was entirely legal. Mr. Murphy stated after 
considerable discussion of this matter in which both sides 


participated, no decision v/as made and no recommendations were 
given to those present from the outside. He stated that after 
the outsiders had departed it was decided that the 1961 Allotment 
Transfer Notices v/ould be recalled for the time being and that 
the Department would consider the matter further, particularly 
v/ith respect to giving parties involved an opportunity to prove 
the bona fide character of the alleged purchases of land. He 
further stated that it was decided at this meeting that someone 
from the General Counsel’s office and ASCS would check the 
Texas State Office and the county offices to see exactly how 
these cases v/ere handled. 


Mr. Murphy in reporting on the results of the meeting 
held on January 6, 1962, stated he, in collaboration with the 
General Counsel and others in attendance, had prepared a narrative 
of the events of the meeting which narrative contains all that 
he can recall of this meeting. Mr. Murphy advised that sometime 
after the January 6, 1962, meeting and prior to January 31, 1962, 
he collaboi’ated with Mr. Bagwell regarding the cancellation of 
the allotment transfers for 1961. He stated he cannot recall 
at this time if other staff members were present at the time 
the matter was discussed with Mr. Bagwell at which time the 
latter recommended that cancellations be made. Mr. Murphy stated 
it was his decision to order the cancellations be made and to 
permit a proper showing to be made that the land had been purchased 




BILLIE SOL ESTES, ET AL 

from Estes by the displaced property owners and the trans- 
actions were bona fide ones. He said this decision led up to 
the memorandum of the General Counsel to the Undersecretary 
dated January 31, 1962, captioned ’'Purchase of Pooled Cotton 
Allotments” and to the memorandum of the same date from the 
Deputy Administrator, State and County Operations, to the 
Chairman, Texas State ASC Committee. The latter memorandum 
in part states effective immediately in all cases in which a 
pooled cotton acreage allotment has been transferred to land 
purchased by displaced owners and leased back to the seller, 
the seller will be required to execute ’’Seller’s Certificate 
of Bona Fide Sale of Land.” A copy of this form was furnished 
with the memorandum for execution in this matter. 

Mr. Murphy advised that James T. Ralph made no 
decisions at any of the meetings he may have attended as referred 
to above. He said as a routine he may have signed certain of 
the documents, however, made no decisions. Mr. Murphy stated 
he cannot now recall any of the meetings that Ralph attended. 
Murphy stated his comments regarding the participation by 
William E. Morris in this matter would be the same. 

Mr. Murphy stated that Horace Godfrey attended some 
of the meetings and may or may not have attended the December 4, 
meeting. He said in January, 1962, Godfrey suffered a heart 
attack and would not have participated in any meetings around 
that time. He does recall that Godfrey’s attitude was very 
strict in his dealings with allotment transfers and, therefore, 
was less inclined to support recommendations along these lines. 

He stated Emery Jacobs attended most if not all of 
the meetings to his best recollection. He said that Jacobs 
did not express any views unless requested to do so and at 
no time strongly urged any point of view. He stated Jacobs 
did mention he felt Estes wanted to do the right thing and 
was guided all along on the advice of counsel. 


Mr. Murphy said that although he knows| 

in the USDA, he does not know him personally and he never 
attended any of the meetings. 

Mr. Murphy advised with regard to the issuance of 
the 1961 allotment notices that he could not elaborate as to 
why these notices were issued contrary to the instructions 
of USDA. He said the matter at that time had not come to the 
attention of the Office of the Undersecretary of Agriculture 
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BILLIE SOL ESTES, ET AL 

and he, in this capacity, first learned of these possible 
irregularities in approximately November, 1961. He said all 
he knows on this subject matter has been obtained from recent 
discussions and in particular from the USDA investigative 
report D-3-595 dated December 15, 1961. 

Mr. Murphy advised as he recalled it, probably 
sometime in November, 1961, he received a telephone call from 
Senator Yarborough who mentioned to him to the effect that a 
problem had arisen in connection with the transfer of pooled 
allotments in the west Texas area and said he did not know 
too much about it. The Senator asked Murphy if he would look 
into it. He cannot recall whether he replied back to the 
Senator on this matter and said this may have been his first 
introduction into the cotton allotment problem. 

Mr. Murphy also stated that sometime near the 
January 6, 1962, meeting, he received a telephone call from 
Walter Jenkins, Administrative Assistant to the Vice President 
of the United States. Mr. Jenkins inquired as to whether the 
USDA was looking into the question of transferred cotton 
allotments in west Texas. Mr. Murphy said that he told Jenkins 
that this matter was being checked into and the latter requested 
to be advised as to what was being done. Mr. Murphy stated 
that Estes’ name was not mentioned during the course of this 
conversation. 

Mr. Murphy stated he cannot now recall that he 
actually contacted Jenkins again on this matter but believes 
that he did. He stated, however, there is no correspondence 
on this subject matter in his office and if Jenkins was 
recontacted it would have been telephonically and probably 
before January 31, 1962. 

Mr. Murphy advised other than the contacts he has 
already reported from Congressmen and Senators he stated he 
has received no further inquiries to his knowledge in this 
matter. He said his files contained no correspondence with 
them. 


Mr. Murphy advised that because of the nature of 
his position he would have no opportunity to see any written 
reports prepared by Henry H. Marshall, former USDA employee in 
Texas . 


Mr. Murphy stated that he has never shared a business 
or personal interest with Estes and has never assisted Estes 
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in any way in his official capacity at USDA. He stated that 
he has never attended any social functions which were also 
attended by Estes. Mr. Murphy stated concerning the receipt 
of gifts or gratuities from Estes, in the middle of 1961 he 
received two crates of cantaloupes from Estes. On the second 
occasion he wrote a letter to Estes which he exhibited to the 
Agents. A copy of this letter dated September 12, 1961, 
discloses in part that he thanked Estes for the cantaloupes 
and pointed out to him that the policies of this Administration 
with respect to the acceptance of gifts were very stringent, etc 
and requested that he not send any more. 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

WASHINGTON 25, D. C. 

May 17, 1962 


BILLIE SOL ESTES 

INTERSTATE TRANSPORTATION OF STOLEN 
PROPERTY, CONFLICT OF INTEREST 
BRIBERY 


On Msw 17 1 


xigricuxrurai staDiiization and conservation Service (ASCS), 
United States Department of Argicultnye (USDA), was interviewed 

nndpr oath in his office. l I Mfl.i n ftc^r j r>n 1 -taira Tin i IH-in g, 

Jstated he resides av 


Virginia. 


dvised that 


was sent 


er cue unice of Battle Hales on Friday, April 20, 


to take ot 

1962. Miss Mary K. Jones, who had been Hales secretary for 
several gears — sias to continue den the same capacity for 


from 

offifer 


Pin 1 <>»5 1 Q«Q 


Building, wnere ne 


received a telephone call 


to come over to 

went to Room 5606 South Agriculture 
arrived at approximately 9:50 a.m. He 
found Miss Jones seated in a chair in the middle of the door- 
way, holding some records in her arms. These records consisted 
of a folder containing some papers, a desk calendar, and some 
Time and Attendance Records. He said it was necessary for him 
to squeeze by Miss Jones in order to enter the room. 


hnntirmfirl that h e found!" 


inside 


t he 
idell 


Hoff ice. 


Miss Jones came back in shortly and said she would not 
surrender "the above records to anyone but Mr. Hales. She 
sat on the edge of her desk, holding the records, and talked 
continuously. This went on for several minutes and Miss Jones 
mentioned several complaints which she had. She said she 
never had liked the office, Room 5606, since moving there from 
the fourth floor. She said there was no wash basin in this 
office, it was inconvenient for her to take her lunch period, 
and it was lonely. She also said that no one ever called her 
on the telephone any more. 


y 9 - 
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Re: BILLIE SOL ESTES 


stated this went on for quite a while 

and he suggested .that Miss Jones give her records to 

| He also suggested she go home and get some 

rest. She did not seem agreeable to these suggestions and they 
decided to try and get in touch witip Rattle Hales. — JSfforts 
to contact Hales was unsuccessful. 


the office in an effort to locate him, but retur 


ten miniitpg With 


] At this point, 



out 


sked that everyone leave the room except he and 


Miss Jones. 


and 


]• 

d.c 


said that as he and the others left the 
the door closed, he heard a loud scream from 


room 

Miss Jones. He heard another outburst from her, 
.as 3 mud as £i a nd ±±, became quiet. 


hall for yTyml* tan Tn-inn 1 ~p<g 
office, 


not quite 


remained outs icte xn t 
An employee from a nearby 


L 


came to Room 5606 on busji ness , 
but was p revented from actually entering the room by 


and Miss Jones. 


After 


1 



left. 

uneu mxss ouuux 

to the elevator. Miss Jc 


was not loud in the corridor, but was ph ysically trying to 
prevent | | from getting her 


to the elevator. 


had decided 


Miss Jones to his office pn the first floor. 


said it was necessary for 


±a 


to practically force 


Miss Jones the short distance down the hall t o the eleva tor. 
He said this was approximately 11:05 a.m. and 
returned to his office. He said he did not observe anyxning 
else in connection with this incident, but heard later that 
Miss Jones had been taken to the hospital. 


On Mav 17. 1962 


interviewed under oatn. 


ASCS was 


at 


advised that she presently resides 
Maryland. 
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Re: BILLIE SOL ESTES 


10:50 a.m. 6n April 2b, 


stated that at approximately 
"1962, she stopped by the office of 
Miss Mary K. Jones, Room 5606, South Agriculture Building, 
to check on some Time and Attendance Records . However , did 
not enter the office when she noted that Miss Jones was in 

conversation wi-£i> an •* i u tiiat whom she 

believes to be stated that 

she advised Miss Jones at this time that she desired to check 
the Time and Attendance Records of Mr. Battle Hales, Jones’ 
former supervisor, at which time Miss Jones jumped up from 
a desk from which she was sitting, became very excited and 
stated that she, Miss Jones, was taking care of Mr. Hales 
Time and Attendance Records and other personal ".property 
and did not desire to turn the same over to anyone at that 
time. 


| | further stated that Miss Jones 

appeared to be excited, however, she did not think that this 
was too strange in view of the fact that Miss Jones’ former 
supervisor, Mr. Hales, had recently been transferred from 
his position and she was under the ^impression this had been 
sort of a ’’blow” to Miss Jones in view of the fact she had 
been a very devoted secretary to Mr. Hales for the past 
several years. 


that time aae saw [ 


stated that she rec alls that at 

and two unknown 


males in the hall dii’Sdtly 1 a<5i?6SS ifdto KOOm 5606. 


Miss Jont fo oiime ior a 
the area, 

Mr. Hales 


advised that she only stopped at 




I 


minutes and just before she left 
asked her to attempt to locate 


and tell him to come to Room 5606. 


| | stated that she did not pay any 

attention to what Miss Jones was saying at the time she was 
in the area except for one statement she recalls, which was 
11 1 cannot even get out to wash my hands”. 


advised that she recalls seeing 
Miss Joikr^ — uujlujlh^, — vv^jl & ,1 things in her arms and believes 
that they consisted of Time and Attendance Records, a desk 
calendar and other articles which she could not identify. 
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Re: BILLIE SOL ESTES 


stated that when she left the area 
of Room 5 b ub sne attempted to locate Mr. Hales, but was unable 
to do so and did not retrn to Miss Jones’ office. She advised 
that she did not see Miss Jones leave the office and knows 
of no one who may have seen Jones taken from her office on 
April 25, 1962, as was reportedly done. 


| | advised that she had been acquainted 

with Miss Jones as a fellow employee for the past several years 
and she found it hard to believe that Miss Jones had become 
as:iill as she reportedly had on April 25, 1962. She stated 
that the only close personal friend of Miss Jones, which she 
is aware of is one Miss Margith Krogh, a former employee of 
ASCS, who retired in the early part of 1962 and still resides 
in the same apartment building as Miss Jones. Krogh* s 
retirement was for disability caused by a serious heart 
condition. Krogh was in the hospital for an extended period 
of time prior to retiring, and at one time Miss Jones was the 
only person allowed by Miss Krogh’ s doctor to visit Krogh. 

Mrs. Armstrong stated that Miss Krogh is approximately 60 
years of age. 


1 

r 


1 

USDS, 


South Agriculture Building, was 

ini 

at 

under oath on Mav 17. 1962. He said he resides 

Virginia. 


said he has known Miss Mary K. Jones for the past eight to ten 
years, during which time she was secretary to Mr. Battle Hales. 


said that on Wednesday, April 25, 1962, 

at approximately noon, he was in the corridor on the first 
floor, Independence Avenue side, on his way to attend a luncheon 
for his sister, Mrs. Dorothy Castle, who was to retire from 
the Department of Agriculture on April 27, 1962. As he passed 
the entrance to the Medical Officers Office near the fourth 
wing of the building, he observed two officers of the Metropolitan 
Police Department, who had custody of Mary K. Jones. Two nurses 
were also present. | said that, knowing the meek, 

mild individual Miss Jones xs, ne was astounded to see her in 
c us tody of police officers. He also observed that she was quietly 


resisting their efforts to remove he jy* from the of f ^ 
the steps and into the patrol wagon 


ce , down 
said he 
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Re: &ISLLXE SOL ESTES 


observed this and described Miss Jones as bracing her feet in 
an effort to keep from going with the police officers. He 
said he\also heard a nurse say that Jones should "submit" to 
the wishes of the officers. 


said he believes it was necessary for 


the police to carry Miss Jones down the front steps to the 
street. He saw her placed in the patrol wagon. He said he could 
not believe what was happening and .’asked a nurse why it was 
necessary for Miss Jones to be taken awav. The nurse answered 
that Miss Jones was "upset". | ^tated he did not 
observe anything else and could lurnisn no additional information 
regarding this matter. 


On 

under oath i 


av 17. 196 2 { 


time she advised that she isf 


was interviewed 

South Agriculture Building, at which 


lASCS. and presently 
Virginia. 


resides at 


N 

&• Jo 


tated that she has been casually acquainted 
M&fy &• Jones as a fellow employee for approximately 


with Miss 

six years during which time she has had no reason to question 
Miss Jones character or mental stability. 


stated that sometime after Miss Jones was 
given a l6t 01 publicity in the local newspapers she did make 
an n.fdle remark" to the effect that Miss Jones was "peculiar" . 

stated. that she did not mean anything by this remark 


ana actually had no basis for making such a statement. 


l advised that during the conducting of regular 

business, Miss Jones would visit her offive every few weeks 
and at n o time did she notice her acting in a peculiar manner. 


stated that she has never been a close 
associate of Miss Jones and that the only individual whom she 
knows to have been a close personal friend of Miss Janes is 
a former ASCS employee named Margith ICrogh, presently resides 
at the same apartment building as Miss Jones. 


This document contains neither 
recommendations nor conclusions of 
the FBI. It is the property of 
the FBI and is loaned to your agency; 
it and its contents are not to bo 
distributed outside your agency. 
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BILLIE SOL ESTES, ITSP - BRIBERY. 

CHANCE MEETING HAD THIS DATE BY SAC FRANCIS E. CROSBY AND SA 

WHO ADVISED 
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THAT ACTION OF JOHN C. WHITE, TEXAS STATE COMMISSIONER OF AGRICULTURE, 
RELATIVE TO REVOKING LICENSE FOR UNITED ELEVATORS AT LAMESA AND SOUTjfl 
PLAIN GRAIN, INC., IN LEVELLAND MAY POSSIBLY CONSTITUTE CONTEMPT OF 
STATED THAT WHITE -S ACTION WAS IN VIOLATION OF TEXAS 

WOULD 


P 


COURT. 


STATE BANKRUPTCY LAWS. 


ADVISED 


BE CONTACTING MR. WHITE RELATIVE TO THIS MATTER AND PURPOSE PROMPTING 

12 -A -2. . -3r V— i 


HIS ACTION IN THIS REGARD. 

ESTES MAY HAVE SUICIDAL TENDENCIES. 
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A. Rose: 
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O 


subject: 


BILLIE SOL ESTES 

INTERSTATE TRANSPORTATION OF 

STOLEN PROPERTY - BRIBERY 



We have obtained the information set out in the news reports 
concerning the condition of Miss JOnes as reported. We have obtained the 
records of the Mental Health Commission which reflect this information. They 
were reviewed and copies of all rep orts, including the medical report and 


mental observation order, signed byl 
Department, were obtained. 


of the Metropolitan Police 
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u In addition to the above, we have also obtained information which 

II has not been heretofore mentioned. It pertains to the U. S. District Court Order 
? signed by District Judge Edward M. Curran on April 26, 1962. This Court Order 
| committed Miss Jones to D. C. General Hospital for mental observation. The 
J Court Order was observed by an Agent yesterday in the office of Dr. John Schultz, 
Medical Director, D. C. General Hospital. Dr. Schultz advised this had not 

I been made a part of the permanent court record and requested that the Agent 
return to. obtain a copy from the Clerk of the Court on 5/17/62. This is being doneA 


C 1 


BACKGROUND: 


-- jThis phase of the investigation was touched off when Senator John 
Williams (Republican - Delaware) made a Statement from the floor of the Senate 
that Mary K/Nfopes had been "railroaded” to^Wnental hospital because she knew 
too much. Mary(ttenes, secretary to N. Battle^iples, U,_S._ Department of 
Agriculture (USDA) o fficial, was taken to D. C. General Hospital on 4/25/62 
from her office at USDA. 


INTERVIEW OF 
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USDA, advised on 5/15/62, 


that on the morning of 4/25/62, he received a call to go to Miss Jones* 
office since Miss Jones was acting in su ch a manner that the persons in the 

tated that when he 


£ 


office felt she needed medical attention. 

arrived in the office there were several bluer ueparuuelit of Agriculture 
employees present and Miss Jones was standing holding paper s, ranting and 
appeared emotionally unstable. He advised Miss Jones he wasf 


1 - Mr. 
1 - Mr. 


Evans 

DeLoach 


BEG- 50 


GEB:jlt:mpd (8) 
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Memorandum to Mr. Belmont 
RE: BILLIE SOL ESTES 


and attempted to interview her. He asked the other employees to leave the 
room. Miss Jones started to raise the window in the room but 


got to the window first as a precautionary measure and raised the window 
himself. He stated she continued to speak in an incoherent manner and 
he attempted to take her to his office on the first floor of the Agriculture 
Building. While taking her to the office she hit him over. *ha head with a 


sho£?am 
and told 



He called her persona l physician 
lof Miss Jones’ actions. 


said he was not 

surprised at ner condition and suggested Miis dunes uu Committed to 
D. C. General Hospital. 

, i The Metropolitan Police Department was advised of the above. 

I lAfter the Metropolitan Police Department officers arrived Miss Jones made 
Ifurther outbursts and the officers stated the y could have her committed 


ptated he accompanied them to 


J I to D. C. General Hospital. 

|j the hospital in an effort to make Miss Jones more comfortable during the 
II trip. 

INTERVIEWS WITH POLICE OFFICERS: 


advised he answered a police radio call 

[JSDA on the morning of 4/25/ 62. Upon arrival he observed a 


to go to 

woman who was identified to him as Miss Jones rambling around in the 
office and speaking in an i ncoherent state. He stated he spoke with Miss 
Jones* personal physicianj_ Assured him he 


would meet the police officers at D. C. General Hospital to have Miss Jones 
committed; 

Prior t.o the time Miss Jones was taken from USDA in the patrol 

wagoij Isigned a "Mental Observation Order” to have Miss 

Jones committed at D. C. General Hospital. This Mental Observation Order 
is in accordance with Title 21, Section 326 of the District of Columbia Code 
which auth orizes a pfrlice officer to commit a person who appears emotionally 


disturbed, 
furnished byl 


corroborated the information 


M 2 M 
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Memorandum to Mr. Belmont 
RE: BILLIE SOL ESTES 


INTERVIEW OB 


JDominion Towers Apartments, 


the residence of Miss Jones, advised on the morning of 4/24/ 62 Miss Jones 
came to her and appeared nervous and upset. She suggested Miss Jones 
not go to work and accompanied her to her apa rtment and called her 
personal physician, ! ~| responded to the call and 

talked with M iss Jones for approximately 45 minutes after which he gave 

la prescription for a tranquilizer for Miss Jones. He suggested 
Contact Mss Jones* relatives concerning her cpndition. 


INTERVIEW OF DR. 

■ L ' » 1 



j ! advised he has known Mss Jones professionally 

for about fifteen years, ire nas treated her for normal illnesses; however, 
knows of no mental instability. He said he was called to Mss Jones* 
apartment on 4/24/ 62, at which time Miss Jones was emotionally upset 
and worried. He said she "shed a few tears" and he prescribed a tranquilizer 
to calm her nerves. He admitted receiving a call from | P n 

the morning of 4/25/62 concerning Miss Jones* actions at USDA, but denied 
he had suggested Miss Jones be taken to D. C. General Hospital. 

CONTACT WITH MARY K. JONES: 

On 5/15/62 an attempt was made to interview Miss Jones at her 
residence. She stated she had an appointment with a doctor and cpuld not 
be inte rviewed at that time. Miss Jones on the afternoon of 5/15/ 62 did 
contact 
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for the first time. He was interviewed and furnished n<b6 


pertinent information. He had nothin p~ to do with her commitment. 

After the appointment will |Hiss Jones was again 


b7C 


contacted and stated she was extremely fatigued, that she had been interviewed 
and photographed by representative of "Life Magazine" during the entire 
morning, and that she had ju st completed a two and one half hour medical 
examination interrogation b j Mss Jones agreed to be interviewed 

onthe morning of 5/16/62. On 5/16/ 62, Miss Jones* sister, Mrs. Elizabeth 
Allen, advised Mss Jones was HI, had a fever and could not be interviewed 
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Memorandum to Mr. Belmont 
RE: BILLIE SOL ESTES 


without the consent of her attorney. She stated N. Battle Hales was Miss 
Jones’ attorney . N. Battle Hales telephonically contacted the Washington 
Field Office and stated he did not wish Miss Jones interviewed. 


was interviewed and was. unable to furnish 
any pertinent inf ormation as he had just examined Miss Jones for the, first 
time. 


b6 
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The records of the Mental Health Commission were reviewed 
and copies of all reports incl uding the medi cal.’, report and the Mental 


Observation Order signed by 


were obtained. 


it Inquiries at the Mental Health Commission revealed Miss Jones 

1 1 was discharged but was not declared sane or insane since her sister had 
II agreed to take custody of her and provide necessary care and treatment. 


ACTION: 


b6 
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A letter is being prepared for the Attorn ey General. 
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BILLIE SOlrESTES, ET AL - ITSP - BRIBERY. 00 - DALLAS. 

RE BUREAU CALL TO EL PASO MAY SIXTEEN LAST RE WASHINGTON 
PROJECT. 

1 

BILLIE SOL ESTES ENTER- 
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PRISES, ADVISED HE HAS KNOWLEDGE OF O NLY ONE ENTERPRISE OR ACCOU NT 
KNOWN AS QUOTE WASHINGTON PROJECT END Q UOTE. THIS WAS A HOUSING 
PROJECT INVOLVING THE PURCHASE OF NUMEROUS HOUSES, MOVING AND RE- ^ 
FINISHING OF THESE HOUSES IN THE SPOKANE, WASHINGTON, AREA DURING 
THE MIDDLE NINETEEN FIFTYS WHICH ESTES ENTERED INTO PRIOR TO 

EMPLOYMENT. HE ADVISED THAT INVOLVED IN THIS PROJECT TO 
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HIS KNOWLEDGE IN ADDITION TO ESTES WERE FRANK CLEMENTS OF 


L 


TENNESSEE, 


|texas 



^tEX AS, AND 


S 

WASHII 

¥GTON 


LOCATED 


CD A 


n 


A CORRESPONDENCE FOLDER WHICH AMONG OTHER DOCUMENTS CON] 

REC- U 7 7 ■? 7 M 

NOTE DATED JULY FOURTEEN, NINETEEN FIFTY-FIVE IN THE AMOUNT OF 




THIRTY THOUSAND DOLLARS DUE DATE DECEMBER FIFTEEN NINETEEN FIFTY - 

* _ — _ 

/ r; "j i i ^ y 

Kr> 


|)0|W 2 3 1962 ^ 23 MAY 21 1962 ^ ^ 


END PAGE ONE 
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PAGE TWO 

SIX PAYABLE Tp | SIGNED BILLIE SOL ESTES. THERE WAS A 

NOTATION ON THIS NOTE THAT WAS FOR INTEREST IN RIVERSIDE WHICH 
WORD HAS BEEN SCRATCHED OUT AND ADDED VICTORY SIDE HOUSING PROJECT. 
WRITTEN ON THE BACK OF THE NOTE IS THE F OLLOWING QUOTE PAID WOOD- 

CREST INTEREST END QUOTE. | [viSED THE WOODCREST INTEREST 

WAS ANOTHER HOUSING PROJECT IN WHICH ESTES HAD A FINANCIAL INTEREST 




AT ONE TIME. THIS FILE ALSO CONTAINED A NOTATION T O THE EFFECT 
THAT WAS ESTES WASHINGTON, AT 

\ ONE TIME. | 

TEXAS, CHAMBER OF COMMERCE. IN SEPTEMBER NINETEEN FIFTY -SEVEN 

WASHINGTON. IN THE RECORDS OF THE 
IS A GENERAL LEDGER ACCOUNT FOR THE YEAR NINETEEN 
FIFTY-SEVEN HEADED QUOTE WASHINGTON PROJECT END QUOTE AND AS OF 
DECEMBER THIRTY-ONE, NINETEEN FIFTY-SEVEN THE CREDIT BALANCE OF 
TWELVE THOUSAND FIVE HUNDRED TWELVE DOLLARS AND FIFTEEN CENTS IS 
REFLECTED IN THIS ACCOUNT. THESE CHECKS REFLECT THE ACCOUNT OF 
BILLIE SOL ESTES IN THE WASHINGTON TRUST BANK, SPOKANE, WASHINGTON. 
ADVISED THAT HE KNOWS OF ONLY ONE BOX OF CHECKS AND 


END PAGE TWO 
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PAGE THREE 

VOUCHERS RELATING TO THE HOUSING PROJECT IN THE SPOKANE, WASH., 

AREA. THESE WERE LOCATED AND REVIEWED AND FOUND TO CONTAIN CANCELL- 
ED CHECKS FOR THE PERIOD JANUARY THROUGH OCTOBER NINETEEN FIFTY- 
SEVEN, OF THESE FIFTY-ONE WERE IN AMOUNTS OVER ONE HUNDRED 
DOLLARS THE LARGEST BEING SIX HUNDRED FOUR DOLLARS AND SIXTY-EIGHT 
CENTS. ALL OF THESE CHECKS WERE DEPOSITED OR CASHED IN THE STATE OF 
WASHINGTON MOSTLY IN CHENEY AND SPOKANE. THESE CHECKS WERE PAYABLE 
TO INDIVIDUALS AND BUSINESS CONCERNS OF THE STATE OF WASHINGTON. 
CHECK STUBS FOR THE PERIOD JULY THROUGH NOVEMBER NINETEEN FIFTY-FIVE 
NOVEMBER DECEMBER NINETEEN FIFTY-SIX WERE LOCATED AND OF THESE 
EIGHTY -FOUR WERE IN AMOUNTS OVER ONE HUNDRED DOLLARS. THE LARGEST 
BEING ONE HUNDRED THOUSAND THREE HUNDRED SEVENTY -THREE DOLLARS PAY- 
ABLE TO 3EARING A NOTATION ON THE STUB QUOTE HOUSE 

MOVING END QUOTE. THE CHECK STUBS IN ADDITION TO THE NAME OF PAYEE 
IN MOST CASES HAS A NOTATION AS TO THE REASON FOR THE CHECK. 

THESE INDICATE THE FOLLOWING LABOR, ADVERTISING, CLEAN-UP 
MATERIALS AND SUPPLIES AND ETC. ALSO LOCATED WERE NUMEROUS 


END PAGE THREE 
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PAGE FOUR ! 

VOUCHERS, ONE OF WHICH HAD THE HEADING QUOTE WASHINGTON PROJECT 
END QUOTES. THIS VOUCHER LISTED SOME ADJUSTMENTS DECEMBER THIRTY- 1 

I 

ONE, NINETEEN FIFTY-SEVEN IN THE ACCOUNT HOUSING SALES, RENT, IN- ; 
COME, WASHINGTON TRUST BANK. ATTACHED TO THE VOUCHERS WERE ! 

b6 

SEVERAL RECEIPTS SOME IN THE NAME OF OR SOME BUSINESS b7c 

CONCERNS IN CHENEY AND MOSES LAKE, WASHINGTON, AND ALL IN SMALL j 

I 

AMOUNTS. ALSO, LOCATED WERE TWO FOLDERS ENTITLED ’’BILLIE SOL 
ESTES, WASHINGTON PROJECT." ONE OF THESE FOLDERS DATED NINETEEN J 

FIFTY-SIX CONTAINED CORRESPONDENCE AND ACCOUNTING WORK PAPERS IN- 
CLUDING AMONG OTHER THINGS TRIAL BALANCES FOR NINETEEN FIFTY-SIX, ‘ ‘ 

JOURNAL ENTRIES DECEMBER THIRTY-ONE, NINETEEN FIFTY-SIX, ACCOUNTS > 

RECEIVABLE ANALYSIS OF SALES NINETEEN FIFTY-SIX. THESE WORK 
PAPERS BORE THE HEADING "BILLIE SOL ESTES, WASHINGTON PROJECT." 

ALSO, LOCATED IN THIS FOLDER WAS WHAT APPEARED TO BE A SCHEDULE OF | 

EXPENSES AND INCOME FOR THE YEAR NINETEEN FIFTY-SIX. REFLECTED IN 

| 

THE EXPENSES WERE THE FOLLOWING — RENT TWO THOUSAND TWO HUNDRED 
FORTY-TWO DOLLARS, NINETY-ONE CENTS, MATERIALS, LABOR AND SUPPLIES 
END PAGE FOUR 
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PAGE FIVE / 

FIFTEEN THOUSAND, FIVE HUNDRED EIGHTEEN DOLLARS, THIRTY-FOUR CENTS, 
TRUCKING EXPENSES FIVE THOUSAND FIVE HUNDRED SIXTY -FOUR DOLLARS, j 

NINETY-THREE CENTS, CLEAN-UP EXPENSES FOUR THOUSAND FOUR HUNDRED 

I 

FORTY-FIVE DOLLARS, SEVENTY-FIVE CENTS, ADVERTISING EXPENSES 1 

ONE THOUSAND FOUR HUNDRED FORTY-TWO DOLLARS, NINETEEN CENTS, 

INSURANCE SEVEN HUNDRED THIRTY-FOUR DOLLARS, SEVENTY-ONE CENTS, / 

j 

TELEPHONE UTILITIES NINE HUNDRED NINETY DOLLARS, SEVENTY -TWO CENTS, I 
ADMINISTRATIVE WAGES FOUR THOUSAND EIGHT HUNDRED TWENTY-SIX DOLLARS, J 
FIFTEEN CENTS, OFFICE EXPENSES FORTY-NINE DOLLARS SIXTEEN CENTS, 

I 

LICENSE TAXES ONE THOUSAND SIX HUNDRED THIRTY -NINE DOLLARS, SEVENTY- j 

'l 

FIVE CENTS, TRAVEL EIGHT HUNDRED SIXTY-ONE DOLLARS, NINETY-SEVEN 
CENTS, BANK CHARGES THIRTEEN DOLLARS, TWENTY-SIX CENTS, GENERAL f 

EXPENSES CREDIT BALANCE TWO THOUSAND TWO HUNDRED EIGHT DOLLARS* I 

i 

ALSO, IN THIS FOLDER IS A LETTER TO MR* R. CLEMENTS, DICKSON, 

TENN., DATED OCTOBER TWENTY-THREE, NINETEEN FIFTY-SIX, FROM 

LINN FEDERAL SAVINGS AND LOAN, NASHVILLE, 

TENN. THE FIRST PARAGRAPH READ AS FOLLOWS — "FOLLOWING IS THE 
BALANCE OF MR. ESTES ACCOUNT WHICH YOU REQUESTED." THEN THERE 
WERE LISTED ELEVEN NAMES, NUMBERS, AND BALANCES. THE OTHER FOLDER 
END PAGE FIVE 
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DATED NINETEEN FIFTY-SEVEN CONTAINS ACCOUNTANTS WORK PAPERS OF ( 

I 

FOUR PAGES OF ADJUSTMENTS THROUGH DECEMBER THIRTY -ONE, NINETEEN 
FUFTY-SEVEN, AND FOURTEEN CANCELLED CHECKS ON THE SEATTLE FIRST ,, 

A k6 

NATIONAL BANK, SHENEY BRANCH, CHENEY, WASHINGTON, SIGNED VTb7c 

i 1 V 

\LL DATED NINETEEN FIFTY-SEVEN AND ALL WERE IN SMALL AMOUNTS 1 

ALSO IS A SHEET OF PAPER HEADED "BILLIE SOL ESTES, WASHINGTON 

PROJECT NOTES" AND LISTED WERE THE NAMES OF TWELVE INDIVIDUALS AS ‘ 

\ 

MAKERS, ESCROW, TOTAL PAYMENTS, INTEREST AND REMAINING BALANCE. | 

PHOTOSTAT COPIES OF SEVERAL OF THE ABOVE MENTIONED ARE BEING 
OBTAINED AND WILL BE FORWARDED TO THE BUREAU. THESE RECORD S .WERE 
SO INCOMPLETE THAT A DETAILED EXAMINATION IS NOT FEASIBLE. 

HAS ADVISED THAT THIS IS ONLY ONE OF NUMEROUS ENTERPRISES J 

ESTES WAS INVOLVED IN IN THE NINETEEN FIFTIES DEALING WITH BUYING 
AND SELLING OF SURPLUS GOVERNMENT HOUSES. ESTES MAY HAVE 
SUICIDAL TENDENCIES. J 

END ANC / 

DL TO BE ADVISED ( 

WA PLS HOLD 2-55 PM OK FBI WA RAC j 




* i 


,1 



yV 


FEDERAL UURfcAU OF Iwve-.fiu.iiuia 

U. S. DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 

COMMUNICATIONS SECTION 

MAY1 81962 ^ 

TELETYPE' 


5/18/62 7-02 PM MST MCJ 

/O DIRECTOR /29-2S704/ AND SAC, EL PASO 
FROM SAC, SALT ^AKE CITY 87-9363 IP 

BILLIE SOL ESTES, AKA, ET AL, ITSP, BRIBERY, COI. 


I Mr. Tolan n 
I Mr. Belmon t. 

| Mr. Mohr_ I 

j Mr. Callahan 

' Mr. Conrad, I 

M^DeLoach. | 

My-Malon a 

Mr. Sullivan I 

Mr. Tavel_ I 

Mr. Trotter. I 

Tele. Boom I 

Mise Holmea I 

Miss Gandy I 




RE BUCALL FROM MR, WILLIAM 


SAS CARTER E. JONES J 
REPORTING TO EL PAsb *7 


OFFICE FOR SPECIAL ASSIGNMENT* 

ALL DEPARTING SEVEN TEN AM MAY TWENTY VIA BONANZA AIR LINES 
TO PHOENIX, THEN AMERICAN AIRLINES ARRIVING EL PASO TWELVE 

twentytwopm. ****9.*wv__£JM > 

END and ack pls ' , ' A? / /f 


10-0S PM OK FBI WA RAC 


MFDRH 


**% 525 MAY 2.11962 


**b 8 .W* 




RMfo-.t. ’ IV INVESTIGATION 
U. S. DEi'AltlMENT Or iilMiOc 

COMMUNICATIONS SECTION 

MAY 18 1962, 

TELETYPE 


i h 


fp- — TScsmir- - 

“ Ma?o Sfolcoa. 




V 


URGENT 


5/18/62 0/44 AM CST MRH 

DIRECTOR, FBI AND SAC, HOUSTON 
SAC, SAN ANTONIO /87-5025/ 
BILLIE SOLUTES, ITSP - BRIBERY 
REBUTEL MAY SEVENTEEN LAST. 



Mr* Belmont 
Mr. Mohr 


Mr. Callafeiu 

Mr. Cor\r?,d 

Mr. 

Mr. I itariu 

Mr. 

Mr. k 

Mr. Cullivai!- 

Mr. Tnvel 

Mr. Trotter— 
Tele. 

Mra 

j®rn Gaady- 



ROM 



FOR INFORMATION OF HOUSTON THE FOLLOWING TELETYPE RECEIVED FROM 
BUREAU- QUOTE INFORMATION WAS OBTAINED FROM EL PASO OFFICE FROM | | j*f 

JD / C 


FOR ESTES THAT QUOTE WASHINGTON 


PROJECT UNQUOTE WAS HOUSING VENTURE INVOLVING PURCHASE, REMOVAL AND 
REFINISHING OF NUMEROUS HOUSES IN SPOKANE, WASHINGTON AREA DURING 
MIDDLE ONE NINE FIVE 0/S. ALLEGEDLY INVOLVED IN PROJECT WITH ESTES 

TEXAS, AND 


AMONG OTHERS WAS 


| TEXAS UNQUOTE. BUREAU INSTRUCTS IMMEDIATELY LOCATE AND 
INTERVIEW INDIVIDUALS REPORTED TO HAVE BEEN ACTIVE WITH ESTES 
CONCERNING AND INVOLVEMENT IN PROJECT AND ASSOCIATION WITH ESTES. 
BUREAU INSTRUCTS SUTEL MAY EIGHTEEN INSTANT RESULTS OF INTERVIEW AND' 
Yj'iTrf FD THREE 0 TWOS TO REACH BUREAU BY MAY TWENTY ONE NEXT. INQUIRE 


filU'J 



TEXAS, REVEALS THAT 






EFFORTS TO 

LOCATE 


^ r ' — — ‘-7 r\j / 

REVEAL THAT HE ISf 67 ' 


PRESENTLY RESIDING 


TEXAS- _ 


HOWEVER HIS WIFE ADVISED THAT HE IS FISHING IN LAKES AREA WEST OF 

'23 may 21 1962 

5WMr»t1962 
* - 1YA 






AUSTIN, WHEREABOUTS UNKNOWN. 


INFORMED SHE WILL ADVISE 


TO CONTACH AGENTS IMMEDIATELY UPON 


INSTANT WEEK-END. HOUSTON INTERVIEW 


HIS RETURN TO AUSTIN 


IN ACCORDANCE WITH BUREAU 
INSTRUCTIONS AT PORT NECHES, TEXAS. ESTES HAS SUICIDAL TENDENCIES. 
AIR MAIL COPIES SENT EL PASO AND DALLAS. 

END AND ACK PLS. 

H0LIL-J^R--ei3TnrPl^ 

W-FFH' •ffN-D-b-I-N'E—THREE- — ^£NT*E-NC^“BE^'TNS'H7J“I^H“-HO-US~TON^I4'4.TE*V4-EW 


JM~AHEXlRDAN.CE 
TIMME IS 9/44 
END WA 

M£B-G^RR-PAGE-^N^frfNE~THTRTEETr^T7rRTTN'G^n'TTrTHE^WHR'D-*FN^4iY4>®W 
UDK HE^E-RV-FE-W-Z^D— FO-L-LO-VMPI-T'H^-D-TmE-E^— WO-. 
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11-52 AM OK FBI WA MSL 
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KfERAL BUREAU OF IN'vESTIGAflON 
I. S. DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 

Communications section 

MAY1 8 1962 Q 


// 

/'• 





> 


RGENT 5-18-62 9-00 PM CST KLS 

,T0 DIRECTOR, FBI /29-28704/ AND 
SAC, DALLAS /58-188/ 

FROM SAC, KANSAS CITY/58-194/ 1 P 

BILLIE SOLVES TES , ET AL. ITSP, BRIBERY, CONSPIRACY| 

FAG, COI. DALLAS 00. 

REBU RAD MAY FOURTEEN LAST AND BUTEL TO WFO, DALLA^ 

KANSAS CITY, EL PASO, AND SAN ANTONIO MAY SEVENTEEN LAST. 

ALL INVESTIGATION REQUESTED TO DATE OF KANSAS CITY 
DIVISION HAS BEEN COMPLETED AND REPORT FOLLOWS. 

REBUTEL DOES NOT REQUEST ANY INVESTIGATION KANSAS 
CITY DIVISION, UNLESS SAME SET FORTH IN WFO AIRTEL 
WITH LETTERHEAD MEMO DATED MAY SIXTEEN, LAST, RE INTERVIEW 
OF CHARLES S. MURPHY. KANSAS CITY HAS NOT RECEIVED 
COPY OF THIS LETTERHEAD MEMO. IN EVENT INVESTIGATION IN 
KANSAS CITY DIVISION SETLFQSTH IN LETTERHEAD MEMO, DALLAS 

EX-11S REC- 12 9- 2 y — 

IS REQUESTED TO IMMEDIATELY FURNISH COPY OF SAME TO-— 

KANSAS CITY AND INVESTIGATION WILL BE HANDLED. BS MAY 21 1962 

AS ALL KNOWN INVESTIGATION COMPLETED KANSAS CIT¥==~ 
DIVISION, KANSAS CITY WILL DISCONTINUE DAILY TELETYPE 
SUMMARY UACB. 

ESTES MAY HAVE SUICIDAL TENDENCIES. 




END AND ACK PLS 

WA~^ ^fi^02 PM OK FBI WA HFL 

OWIAY 2 3k19&2i DL LJH 




TU DISCV 
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• jEB/.L BUStAtl Gf fNVESJIGATIOH 
[). S. DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 

COMMUNICATIONS SECTION 
MAY1 81962 y 

gEEsaarar 






Mr. Tolson 

Mr. Belmont 

Mr. Mohr 

Mr. Callahan 

Mr. Conrad 

Mr. DeLoach 

Mr. Evans 

^MrnRosen±__. 

Mr. Sullivan 

Mr. Tavel 

Mr. Trotter 

Tele. Room 

Miss Holmes 

Miss Gandy 


f'^GENT 


5-18-62 


l-25\ PM 


PDST MJM 


TO DIRECTOR, FBI, AND SACS, DALLAS, EL PASO, MEMPHIS, SA tUf 
ANTONIO, SAN FRANCISCO, 'AND WFO * 

FROM SAC, SEATTLE /8 7-8 034/ 3P 

o 

BILLIE SOL ESTES, ITSP - BRIBERY, COI. 

REBUTEL AND SEATTLE TEL MAY 'SEVENTEEN, LAST, RE IwASHlNGTON 
PROJECT”. 

F0R”lNF0RMATI0N SAN FRANCISCO, BUTEL SET FORTH- 
"INFORMATION WAS OBTAINED EL PASO OFFICE FROM 

■OR ESTES, THAT "WASHINGTON PROJECT” WAS 
HOUSING VENTURE INVOLVING PURCHASE, REMOVAL AND REFINISHING OF 
NUMEROUS HOUSES IN SPOKANE, WASHINGTON, AREA DURING MIDDLE ONE 
NINE FIVE O/S. ALLEGEDLY INVOLVED IN PROJECT WITH ESTES WERE 
FRANK CLEMENTS, DICKSON, TENNl&fe, 

TEXAS TEXAS ^ 

WASHINGTON. ALLEGEDLY ‘WAS ESTES 

WASHINGTON, AT ONE TIME. I I REPORTEDLY id TV 



WAS ESTES 



WASHINGTON, AT ONE TIME. REPORTEDLY U 

~| LUBBOCK TEXAS, CHAMBER OF COMMERCE. IMMEDIATELY 
LOCATE AND INTERVIEW INDIVIDUALS REPORTED TO HAVE BEEN ACTIVE 
END PAGE ONE ' ^^oipq \MFQ 

|OMAY231962 nNO 
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PAGE TWO 

WITH ESTES CONCERNING THEIR INVOLVEMENT IN PROJECT AND ASSOCIATION 
WITH ESTES. 

"MEMPHIS OFFICE BE ALERT TO DETERMINE IF CLEMENTS IS FORMER 
GOVERNOR OF TENNESSEE. SEATTLE OFFICE IN CONNECTION WITH OUR 
INVESTIGATION RELATIVE TO "WASHINGTON PROJECT” ASCERTAIN IF 

IS LOCATED IN SEATTLE 


REFERRED TO BY 


DIVISION. SUTEL MAY ONE EIGHT NEXT, RESULTS OF INTERVIEW AND 


FOLLOW WITH FD THREE Q TWOS TO REACH BUREAU BY MAY TWO ONE NEXT.” 

REFERENCHmyTEL SET FORTH THAT "WASHINGTON PROJECT" 

POSSIBLY IDENTICAL WITH NINETEEN FIFTY-FIVE SALE OF GROUP^OF WAR 
HOUSING BUILDINGS, SPOKANE, WASHINGTON, KNOWN AS THE VICTORY 
HEIGHTS HOUSING PROJECT. REFERENCED SEATTLE TEL FURTHER REFLECTED 
SUBJECT ESTES AND COLUMBIA BASIN HOUSE COMPANY MAY HAVE BEEN 
INVOLVED IN PURCHASE. 

GSA, SEATTLE, ADVISES SALE OF BUILDINGS AT VICTORY HEIGHTS 
HOUSING PROJECT, SPOKANE, WASHINGTON, IN MIDDLE NINETEEN FIFTIES 
WAS HANDLED BY U. S. PUBLIC HOUSING ADMINISTRATION. 

WFO AND SAN FRANCISCO OFFICES REVIEW RECORDS OF PUBLIC 
HOUSING ADMINISTRATION FOR RECORD OF SALE OF VICTORY HEIGHTS 
HOUSING PROJECT AND ANY SUBSEQUENT SALE. J. G. MELVILLE, PUBLIC 
END PAGE TWO 
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page three 


. 4 * 




ESTES MAY HAVE SUICIDAL 


TENDENCIES . 
END 


X4 


HOUSING ADMINISTRATION, SAN FRANCISCO, REPORTED TO JIAVE HANDLED 
ENTIRE TRANSACTION. SF INTERVIEW MELVILLE. SUTEL INTERESTED 
OFFICES DETAILS OF *SALE AND IDENTIT IES OF INDIVIDUALS INVOLVED, 
PARTICULARLY THE 


PAGE TWO LINE NINE F IRSJ^THREE^ORDS AR~E~"^~REF-EREN.CED„SEAXILE TE L- 

END AND ACK PLS 

WA 4-32 PM OK FBI WA RAM 


DL OK FBI DL NW 

EP OK FBI EP IJP 

ME THIS IS FBI ME 
ACK CORRECTLY PLS 
SA OK FB 

OK FBI SA EL 
SF OK FBI SF PAK 


0711 

OK FBI ME MEN 


'-i : 

- i r 
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tFCCEW.L iiU.$EAU OF nWEo'f ilirtlluN 
" U. S. DtHARTMENf OF JUSTICE 

COMMUNICATIONS SECTION 
MAY 1. 8 1962 

■KEEPSBE 



URGENT 


5-18-62 3-17 PM FIVE PAGES JSMJDM 


TO/DIRECTOR, FBI, ATTN. WILLIAM WELTE, GENERAL 
' INVESTIGATIVE DIVISION, AND SAC, ELPASO AND DALLAS ^ 

FROM SAC, BALTIMORE 87-7324 

O 

BILLIE SOL ESTES, AKA, ETAL, ITSP, BRIBERY, FAG, CONFLICT 
OF INTEREST. 

RE EL PASO TEL TO BALTIMORE MAY SEVENTEEN LAST, AND BU 
TELEPHONE CALL TO BALTIMORE MAY SIXTEEN LAST. 

RE CHECK FOR SIXTYFOUR THOUSAND ONE HUNDRED THIRTY NINE 
DOLLARS. 

INVESTIGATION AT COMMERCIAL CREDIT HOME OFFICE, BALTIMORE, 
REFLECTS BILLIE SOL ESTES, DBA UNITED ELEVATOR, PLAINVIEW AND 
PECOS, TEXAS, IN NINETEEN FIFTYNINE FINANCED ERECTION OF GRAIN 
ELEVATORS AT PLAINVIEW IN THREE SEPARATE TRANSACTIONS. 


TRANSACTION NUMBER FOUR FIVE F 


DASH AMARILLO BASED ON NOTE DATED MAY SIX 


ASH FIVE NINE FOUR ONE 

REC- 50 

IX FIFTYNINE ItjLAI^U^X 


FOUR HUNDRED AND FIFTY EIGHT THOUSAND SIX HUNDRED AND 


2.1 1962 


DOLLARS PAYABLE IN TEN SEMIANNUAL PAYMENTS, THE FIRSTJULg* ON 
NOV. TWENTYFIRST FIFTYNINE. LAST PAYMENT MADE WAS DUE NOV. 


TWENTYFIRST SIXTYONE AND WAS POSTED AS PAID ON JAN. SIXTEEN SIXTY TWO. 

w O' 


IE ....... 

O IvjQ A 



v r J 


* 




page TWO 

BA 87-7324 

TRANSACTION FOUR FIVE FOUR DASH FIVE EIGHT ONE SEVEN DASH 
AMARILLO BASED ON NOTE DATED MAY SIX FIFTYNINE FOR ONE HUNDRED 
AND SEVENTY SIX THOUSAND FOUR HUNDRED DOLLARS PAYABLE IN TEN 
EQUAL SEMIANNUAL PAYMENTS, THE FIRST DUE ON NOV, FIFTEEN FIFTYNINE. 
LAST PAYMENT MADE DUE NOV. FIFTEEN SIXTYONE AND POSTED AS PAID 
JAN. SIXTEEN SIXTYTWO. 

TRANSACTION FOUR FIVE FOUR DASH SIX FOUR FIVE SIX DASH 
AMARILLO BASED ON NOTE DATED MAY SIX FIFTYNINE FOR SIX HUNDRED 
AND TWENTY ONE THOUSAND FOUR HUNDRED THIRTY TWO DOLLARS PAYABLE 
IN TEN EQUAL SEMIANNUAL PAYMENTS BEGINNING FEB. ONE NINETEEN 
SIXTY. LAST PAYMENT WAS MADE ON SEPT. TWENTY SIXTYONE. 

THESE THREE TRANSACTIONS REPRESENT ALL OF COMMERCIAL CREDIT-S 
DIRECT DEALINGS WITH ESTES. 

THE CHECK OR CHECKS OF ESTES TOTALING SIXTY FOUR THOUSAND 
ONE HUNDRED AND THIRTY NINE DOLLARS, PAYABLE TO FIRST NATIONAL 
BANK OF PECOS, TEXAS, IS IN PAYMENT OF INSTALLMENTS ON THE FIRST 
TWO OF THE ABOVE TRANSACTIONS. PAYMENT ON NUMBER FOUR FIVE FOUR 
DASH FIVE NINE FOUR ONE WAS FORTYFIVE THOUSAND EIGHT HUNDRED AND 
SIXTYFOUR DOLLARS PLUS A DELINQUENCY CHARGE OF FOUR HUNDRED AND 
FIFTY EIGHT DOLLARS AND SIXTY CENTS, TOTALING FORTY SIX THOUSAND 
THREE HUNDRED AND TWENTY TWO DOLLARS AND SIXTY CENTS, AND ON 
TRANSACTION NUMBER FOUR FIVE FOUR DASH FIVE EIGHT ONE SEVEN WAS 
SEVENTEEN THOUSAND SIX HUNDRED AND FORTY DOLLARS PLUS ON HUNDRED 


END PAGE TWO 


PAGE THREE 
BA 87-7324 

AND SEVENTY SIX DOLLARS AND FORTY CENTS DELINQUENCY CHARGE FOR 
A TOTAL OF EIGHTEEN THOUSAND SEVEN HUNDRED AND SIXTEEN DOLLARS 
AND FORTY CENTS WITH A GRAND TOTAL OF SIXTY FOUR THOUSAND ONE 
HUNDRED AND THIRTY NINE DOLLARS CREDITED TO ESTES ACCOUNT ON 
JAN. SIXTEEN NINETEEN SIXTY TWO. AMARILLO OFFICE OF COMMERCIAL 
CREDIT ISSUED A DRAFT DROWN ON ESTES WHICH ESTES BOUGHT ON THE 
DATE OF POSTING, FROM FIKfST NATIONAL BANK AT PECOS, TESAS. 

RECORD OF SUCH ISSUANCE OF DRAFT AND PAYMENT LEDGER SHEET 
ARE AT AMARILLO OFFICE OF COMMERCIAL CREDIT. CHECK OF ESTES 
SINCE PAYABLE TO FIRST NATIONAL BANK OF PECOS EITHER IN POSSESSION 
OF THAT BANK, RETURNED TO DRAWEE BANK, IF DIFFERENT, OR RETURNED 
TO ESTES, IF SAID CHECK PAID. 

RE FORTY THOUSAND DOLLAR MONEY ORDER OF FIRST NATIONAL BANK 
OF PECOS, TEXAS. 

ALLIED ELEVATOR, PECOS, TEXAS, 
PURCHASED FROM PREFAB STEEL STRUCTURES, INC., ONE ZERO NINE EAST 
SIXTEENTH STREET, AMARILLO, TEXAS GRAIN STORAGE FACILITIES 
MANUFACTURED BY ARMCO , WHICH PURCHASE WAS FINANCED BY COMMERCIAL 
CREDIT IN TWO TRANSACTIONS. 

TRANSACTION W FIVE FIVE FIVE NINE IS BASED ON A NOTE DATED MAY 
FIFTEEN SIXTYONE IN THE AMOUNT OF SEVEN HUNDRED AND SIXTY TWO 
THOUSAND, FOUR HUNDRED AND EIGHTY DOLLARS PAYABLE IN TEN EQUAL 

t 

SEMIANNUAL PAYMENTS, THE FIRST DUE ON OCT. FIVTEEN SIXTY ONE. 

END PAGE THREE 



PAGE FOUR 

BA IXX 8 7“ 7324 

TRANSACTION W FIVE EIGHT NINE ZERO IS BASED ON A NOTE DATED 
JULY SEVEN SIXTYONE FOR FIVE HUNDRED AND EIGHT THOUSAND THREE 
HUNDRED AND TWENTY DOLLARS, PAYABLE IN TEN EQUAL PAYMENTS. THE 
FIRST PAYMENT DUE DEC. FIFTEEN SIXTYONE HAS NOT BEEN PAID. 

ALLIED HAS ASSIGNED COMMODITY CREDIT CORPORATION RECEIPTS 
TO COMMERCIAL CREDIT AND COMMERCIAL CREDIT HAS RECEIVED CHECKS 
FROM COMMODITY CREDIT FROM tf?EC . NINETEEN NINETEEN SIXTYONE UNTIL 
MARCH NINETEEN NINETEEN SIXTYTWO. COMMERCIAL CREDIT DREATED AN 
ESCROW ACCOUNT TO CREDIT THESE RECEIPTS AND WHEN THESE CREDITS 
EQUAL THE AMOUNT OF A PAYMENT ON THE OLDER DUE PAYMENT OF THE 
ABOVE TRANSACTIONS, SUCH A DEBIT IS MADE FROM THE ESCROW AND 
CREDITED TO THE ACCOUNT OF THE SUBSTANTIVE TRANSACTION. 

ON JAN. NINETEEN NINETEEN SIXTY TWO FORTY THOUSAND DOLLARS 
WAS RECEIVED FROM ALLIED. THIS WAS COMBINED WITH FORTY THREE 
THOUSAND SEVEN HUNDRED AND EIGHT DOLLARS AND SEVENTY TWO CENTS 
IN THE ESCROW AND APPLIED TO THE SEVENTY SIX THOUSAND TWO HUNDRED 
AND FORTY EIGHT DOLLARS PAYMENT ON ACCOUNT W FIVE FIVE FIVE NINE 
WITH THE BALANCE PAYING DELINQUENCY CHARGE AND THE RESIDUE BEING 
RETURNED TO ESCROW TO AWAIT ACCUMULATION SUFFICIENT FOR PAYMENT 
ON THE OTHER TRANSACTION. 

ORIGINAL MONEY ORDER SHOULD BE IN POSSESSION OF ISSUING 
BANK, FIRST NATIONAL BANK OF TESAS. 

COMMERCIAL CREDIT IS PREPARING COPIES OF DOCUMENTS RE ABOVE 
END PAGE FOUR... 

BXKSKRXI?KKXMXXXNEPAS^2-4rtN'E— 3 — WORD ^-^•HQU-bB'-B-E^ **©*BG-* 




PAGE FIVE 

BA 87-7324 

FIVE TRANSACTIONS AND SAME WILL BE FORWARDED. 

DALLAS AT PECOS CONTACT FIRST NATIONAL BANK AND OBTAIN COPY 
OF MONEY ORDER TWO SIX NINE FOUR SEVEN. 

EL PASO AT AMARILLO CONTACT COMMERCIAL CREDIT AND OBTAIN 
DOCUMENTARY EVIDENCE RE ISSUANCE OF DRAFT MENTIONED ABOVE. 

ESTES MAY HAVE SUICIDAL TENDENCIES. 

END AND ACK PLS 
3-35 PM OK FBI WA MSL 
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^^lERAl BUREAM C? Mw'M’lftAdPN 
U. S. DEPARTMENT OE JUSTICE 

COMMUNICATIONS SECTION / 

MAYl 81962 , ^ 

teletype 7 ^ 






URGENT^ 5-18-62 6-28 PM PDST GCS 

0 DIRECTOR, FBI /29-2870 4/ 

FROM SAC, SAN FRANCISCO /5S-335/ 2 P 

o 

BILLIE SOL ESTES, BRIBERY, COI, 00 DALLAS. 

RE SEATTLE TEL MAY EIGHTEEN INSTANT. 

J. G. MELVILLE, FORMER REGIONAL DIRECTOR, PUBLIC HOUSING ADMINISTRA- 
TION, NOW REGIONAL ADMINISTRATOR, HOUSING AND HOME FINANCE AGENCY, SAN 
FRANCISCO, CALIFORNIA, ADVISED HAS NO RECOLLECTION OF DISPOSAL OF PaWiCH 
LAR DEFENSE HOUSING PROJECT IN VICINITY OF SPOKANE, WASHINGTON. MELVttLLE 
STATED INDIVIDUAL IN CHARGE OF DISPOSAL SECTION OF PHA AT THAT TIME f AS 
MAJOR CARL W. SMITH, NOW DECEASED. FILES PERTAINING TO DISPOSAL OF SUCH 
PROJECTS LOCATED GSA, FEDERAL RECORDS CENTER, SOUTH SAN FRANCISCO, CALIF. 


b6 


REAL ESTATE DISPOSAL, HHFA, b7c 


STATES WAS CONNECTED WITH DISPOSAL OF DEFENSE HOUSING FOR PHA DURING 
PERTINENT PERIOD AND RECALLED PURCHASE BY ESTES OF A PROJECT, POSSIBLY 


VICTORY HEIGHTS IN SPOKANE, WASHINGTON AREA. 

REC- 


FURTHER RECALL. 


CONTRACT WITH ESTES AND THOSE ASSOCIATED WITH HIM CALLED FOR RE 
END PAGE ONE 
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PAGE TWO 

STRUCTURES BY CERTAIN DATE OR ASSESSMENT OF PENALTIES. DEADLINE FOR 
REM r Ufl iMET AND CLAIM FILED AND REFERRED TO GENERAL ACCOUNTING OFF.™*’ 

DESIRES TO REVIEW FILE TO REFRESH HIS MEMORY AND WILL BE b?C 
INTERVIEWED THOROUGHLY AFTER FILE LOCATED AT FEDERAL RECORDS CENTER. 

FILE CANNOT BE OBTAINED BEFORE MONDAY , MAY TWENTYONE NEXT AND INTER- 
VIEW WILL BE CONDUCTED IMMEDIATELY. 

AIR MAIL COPIES FURNISHED DALLAS, EL PASO, SEATTLE AND WASHINGTON 
FIELD OFFICES. 

END AND ACK PLS 
9-33 PM OK FBI WA NH 
TU DISC 
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. S. DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
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JJRG_EM^ 5-18-62 6-41 PM CST BDH 

TO , DIRECTOR, FBI AND SAC, SAN ANTONIO, AND EL PASO 


Mr. Tolson- 


Mr. Belmont - 

Mr. Mohr. 


Mr. Callahan 

Mr. Conrad — . 

Mr. DeLoach 

Mr. Evans . 

Mr. Malone, 

Mr. Rosen 
Mr. Sullivahl 


Mr. TaveL 



Mr. Trotter- 
Tele. Room- 


Miss Holmes- 
Miss Gandy— 


FROM, SAC, LITTLE ROCK /5S-61/ 

BILLIE SOL ESTES, AKA. ET AL/ ITSMV/ MAIL FRAUD, 


CONSPIRACY. 00 EP. 

RE ALBUQUERQUE TEL TO DIRECTOR MAY SEVENTEEN, LAST. 

ON MAY EIGHTEEN, INSTANT, MRS. MINNIE WILCOX, SPRINGHILL, 
ARKANSAS, ADVISED THAT SHE IS THE 
MRS. WILCOX STATED THAT 


WERE AT HER HOME UNTIL THE MORNING OF MAY FIFTEEN, 

LAST, AT WHICH TIME THEY LEFT EN ROUTE T O THEIR HOME AT 

TEXAS, AND PLANNED TO ARRIVE 


APPROXIMATELY MAY SEVENTEEN, LAST. 

FOR INFORMATION SAN ANTONIO, COPY OF RETEL HAS BEEN FORWARDED 
AMSD. SAN ANTONIO WILL INTERVIEW 


PER INSTRUCTIONS THEREIN. 


LITTLE ROCK NOT SUBMITTING REPORT. 

DALLAS, ALBUQUERQUE AND WFO ADVISED BY AIRMAIL. 3 ^ -p p 
ESTES MAY HAVE SUCIDAL TENDENCIES r£C _ gg — J 



SAN ANTONIO AND EP TO BE ADVISED LATER. 

SPFAAND ACK PLS 

8-44 PM OK FBI ¥A RAM 

TU ngO MAY 2 3 1962 ‘ 
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4-572 (Rev. 2-19-60) 

OPTIONAL FORM NO. 10 


V 0 

|\; ; r UNITED STATES GOVERN&J^T 

0 1 Memorandum 


TO 


FROM 


The Director 


N. P. Callahan 




date: JA ky f^b 


SUBJECT: The Congressional Record 


I 
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NOT RECORDED 

128 JUN 5 1 962 


In the original of a memorandum captioned and dated as above, the Congressional 
Record for M«-M Hy 1°) 6 >- was reviewed and pertinent items were 
marked for the Director's attention. This form has been prepared in order that 
portions of a copy of the original memorandum may be clipped, mounted, and placed 
in appropriate Bureau case or subject matter files. 

5 3 JUN 6 1962 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF MvtbltCAl.ON 
U. S. DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 

COMMUNICATIONS SECTION 

MAY!. 9 1962 


r& 


5-18-62 


11-32 PNM 


MEN 


*B$r a TME'CI; 


*7 

L 




Mr, Tolsoa 
Mr. Belmont. 

Mr, Mohr.. 

Mr. Callahan.. 

Mr, Conrad.... j 
Mr. DeLoach.J 
Mr. Evans, 
r. Malone.. 

& Rosen.. 

Mr. Sullivan.. 

Mr. Tav^jL 
Mr. Trotter- 
Tele. Room. 

Miss Holmes 
Miss Gandy. 


TO, DIRECTOR, FBI AND SAC-S DALLAS, EL PASO, LITTLE ROCK, SAN ANTONIO] 
SEATTLE AND WASHINGTON FIELD 


FROM, 


147-249 





, SAC, MEMPHIS 

o 

BILLY SOL ESTES, ITSP, BRIEERY. 




5 P 


REBUTEL TO DALLAS AND OTHER OFFICES ABOVE, EXCEPT 
LITTLE ROCK, MAY SEVENTEEN LAST. 

ROBERT S. CLEMENT, DICSON, TENN. , FATHER OF FRANK 
G. CLEMENT, FORMER GOVERNOR OF TENN., INTERVIEWED TODAY. 


HE 




ADVISED THAT ON JULY TWELVE, FIFTYFIVEJ 


b6 

b7C 


TENN., ENTERED CONTRACT WITH ESTES TO PURCHASE A 
ONE HUNDRED SIXTYSEVEN-APARTMENT UNIT, SPOKANE, WASH., DESCRIBED 
AS PROJECTS FOUR FIVE ZERO THREE THREE, FOUR FIVE ZERO THREE 
FIVE, FOUR FIVE ZERO THREE SEVEN AND FOUR r Jiyj: ZERO THREE EIGHT .,/> ✓ 
PUBLIC HOUSING ADMINISTRATION, STATE W WASHINGTON, PRICED AT * \ 


,v 


THIRTYTWO THOUSAND, FIVE HUNDRED DOLLARS. THIS WAS A^ 211962 
/CONDITIONAL SALE WITH ESTES TO DEVELOP AND SELL UNIT S UND ER __ 




\ 


COMPANY KNOWN AS COLUMBIA BASIN HOUSE COMPANY. HE WAS TO REPAY 


THIRTYTWO THOUSAND FIVE HUNDRED DOLLARS TO 
JT WAS RECEIVED. THEREAFTER 


HEN THIS 



O 
S 3 
XO-! 

'V 

K 
3 

A-i 


TEEN THE TWO MEN. 
two COPIES WFQ cX Yfr 


, PROFITS ON THE DEVELOPMENT WERE^L. , 

^ 1 - t'T 


N TURN SOLD ONE- 

C< Ce*c**<*, 




HALF INTEREST IN HIS PORTION OF PROJECT TO ROBERT CLEMENT, 
FOR SIXTEEN THOUSAND, TWO HUNDRED FIFTY DOLLARS. CLEMENT 
ASSIGNED ONE HALF OF HIS INTEREST, OR ONE EIGHTH OF ENTIRE 
TRANSACTION, TO FRANK CLEMENT. THE COLUMBIA BASIN HOUSE 



OF TWENTYNINE THOUSAND, TWO HUNDRED AND FORTY DOLLARS FROM ESTES. 
SINCE RECEIPTS FROM RENTS AND SALE OF SOME UNITS HAD BEEN 
RECEIVED, THE PARTICIPANTS IN THIS TRANSACTION RECEIVED A NET 


PROFIT WHICH AMOUNTED TO SIX HUNDRED SIXTYONE DOLLARS AND 
THIRTYSEVEN CENTS TO EACH OF THE CLEMENTSES FOR THEIR ONE 
EIGHTH SHARE. ROBERT CLEMENT ADVISED THAT HE DOES NOT 

Itex., 


KNOW 



V 


\ 




PAGE THREE 

TEXAS, AND KNOWS OF NO ASSOCIATION ON THEIR PART WITH COLUMBIA 
BASIN HOUSE COMPANY. CLEMENT FURTHER ADVISED THAT HE WAS 
INVOLVED IN ANOTHER TRANSACTION WITH ESTES, 


STATING THAT ON NOV. EIGHT, FIFTYFIVE, THE THR EE OF THEM 
PURCHASED FORTYNINE BUILDINGS WITHOUT LAND FROD' 


ARK., FOR THIRTYSEVEN THOUSAND, FIVE HUNDRED DOLLARS. 


HAD PURCHASED BUILDINGS OCT. FIFTYFIVE FROM CITY OF 


BLYTHEVILLE, ARK., UNDER SEALED BIDS. CLEMENT, 

ESTES WERE TO MOVE BUILDINGS, RECONDITION THEM AND SELL THEM 
AS RESIDENCES. 


[CLEMENTS PUT UP ALL OF THE 
ORIGINAL THIRTYSEVEN THOUSAND, FIVE HUNDRED DOLLARS PURCHASE 
PRICE. ESTES HELD ONE THIRD INTEREST BECAUSE OF KNOW-HOW 
AND FOR SERVICES IN LOCATING BUILDINGS. EACH WAS TO SHARE 
EQUALLY IN COST OF DEVELOPMENT THEREAFTER AND EACH PUT IN 
APPROXIMATELY FIFTY THOUSAND DOLLARS TO CARRY OUT DEVELOPMENT 
AND SALE. ROBERT CLEMENT ASSIGNED ONE HALF OF HIS ONE THIRD 
INTEREST TO FRANK CLEMENT AROUND JAN. FIFTYSIX. ALSO. ROBERT 


CLEMENTS 



VA., 


ON FIVE HUNDRED 
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b7C 
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PAGE FOUR 

DOLLAR PER MONTH DRAWING ACCOUNT AND WITH AGREEMENT TO RECEIVE 
FIVE PER CENT OF THE TOTAL VALUE OF PROJECT, WHICH CAME FROM 
ESTES ONE THIRD. IN OCT. FIFTYSIX, THE BLYTHEVILLE HOUSE 
TRANSACTION WAS TERMINATED BY DIVIDING THE MORTGAGES ALREADY HELD 
FOUR WAYS, WITH GETTING FIVE PERCENT .OF THEM. ESTES 

GETTING TWENTYEIGHT AND ONE THIRD PERCENT, GETTING 

THIRTYTHREE AND ONE THIRD PERCENT, AND ROB Em t R ANK 
CLEMENT SPLITTING THIRTYTHREE AND ONE THIRD PERCENT. THERE WERE 
STILL SOME UNTRADED HOUSES AND PROPERTY INVOLVED AMOUNTING 
TO APPROXIMATELY THIRTY THOUS.AND DOLLARS FOR EACH THIRD. 

ESTES TRADED ROBERT CLEMENT AND FRANK CLEMENT A ONE SEVENTH 
INTEREST IN FOUR COTTON WAREHOUSES AT SUDAN, TEXAS. HE ALSO 
TRADED AND SOLD Tc | | tHREE SEVENTHS INTEREST IN THE 

SAME WAREHOUSES. THESE WAREHOUSES WERE IN THE PROCESS OF BEING 
BUILT AND WERE REPRESENTED BY ESTES TO HAVE A COMPLETED VALUE 
OF APPROXIMATELY TWO HUNDRED TEN THOUSAND DOLLAR S. THE W AREHOUSES 
HAVE SINCE BEEN COMPLETED AND HAVE BEEN LEASED TC 

CENTRAL COMPRESS AND WAREHOUSE COMPANY FOR 
STORAGE OF COTTON UNTIL SEVERAL MONTHS AGO. THE WAREHOUSES 
ARE CURRENTLY EMPTY AND NO FINANCIAL RETURN RECEIVED FOR PAST 
FEW MONTHS. ESTES STILL OWNS THREE SEVENTHS INTEREST IN 




' 


1 





PAGE FIVE 
THESE WAREHOUSES. 

CLEMENT STATES ESTES ABOVE BOARD IN ALL TRANSACTIONS, AND 
THEIR RELATIONSHIPS HAVE BEEN STRICTLY BUSINESS. HE STATED HE 
WOULD LIKE TO LIQUIDATE HOLDINGS WITH ESTES. HE KNOWS OF NO 
IMPROPRIETIES REGARDING ESTES CONDUCT. 

IN VIEW OF LACK OF INFORMATION BY MEMPHIS REGARDING 
PREVIOUS INVESTIGATION, LEADS BASED ON THIS INFORMATION BEING 
LEFT TO D ISCRETION OF 00. MEMPHIS WILL INTERVIEW ! 

TONIGHT AND FRANK CLEMENT TOMORROW AND SUTEL RESULTS 
TOMORROW. FD THREE ZERO TWOS WILL BE SUBMITTED MAY TWENTYONE 
NEXT. 

END 

ACK AND DISCONNECT PLSE 

SAC-S DL, EP, LR, SA AND SE ADVISED SEPARATELY 
1-47 AM OK FBI WA HFL AND TU 
OK UR WELCOMEO 


b6 

b7C 


J 
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URGENT 
( FROM 



FtDEt&l. wStltAU Or lt«vt>bCMWiN 
U. S. DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 

COMMUNICATIONS SECTION 
MAY 191962 

E A 


TELETYP 


5-19-62 4-30 

DIRECTOR, FBI 





SAC, SAN ANTONIO /S7-5025/ /5-P/ 

BILLIE SOL^STES ITSP - BRIBERY 



DAILY SUMMARY 

RE BUREAU TEL TO DL, EL PASO, MEMPHIS, SEATTLE, WFO AND 


ON MAY NINETEEN INSTANT, 



TEXAS, INFORMED HE, 




b6 

b7C 


HAS BEEN SINCE NINETEEN FORTY SEVEN ENGAGED IN BUYING 

GOVERNMENT SURPLUS BUILDINGS. HE ADVISED HE FIRST 

MET ESTES ABOUT NINETEEN FIFTY TWO WHEN ESTES WAS PRESENT IN 





AND OPERATED THIA AS A PARTNERSHIP FOR APPROXIMATELY SIX . . 

rv , , , REC- 12 J? 7- a- -5 ,i 

MONTHS UNTIL PROPERTY WAS S0M?11^E SURPLUS BUILDING^-™ ,^4, 

/ 


:he^te: 



WERE KNOWN AS THE? ! TEXAS COURTS I N DALLAS / HE ADVISED BW MAY 2.11962 
THAT ABOUT NINETEEN FIFTY FOUR ESTES AND HE,' ' 


BOUGHT SURPLUS APARTMENTS AT CAMP SWIFT, TEXAS, FROM 
END PAGE ONE. 



4 ) 




m 




PAGE TWO 

THE BASTROP CHAMBER OF COMMERCE AND HE , 


SOLD HIS INTEREST TO ESTES SOME DAYS AFTER BUYING THE 
SURPLUS PROPERTY. HE ADVISED ABOUT NINETEEN FIFTY FOUR 


ESTES AND HE 


OUGHT GOVERNMENT SURPLUS APARTMENTS 

AT DUMAS, TEXAS, AND HE 


SOUGHT ESTES PART IN 


THE PROJECT SOME TIME AFTER THE PURCHASE. ABOUT NINETEEN 



AT WHICH TIME, Hfl 


PROJECT FOR APPROXIMATELY SIX MONTHS 

TO ESTES 


FOR TWENTY FIVE THOUSAND DOLLARS, AND 


ACCEPTED AN 


OPEN NOTE FOR THE FULL AMOUNT FROM ESTES. ESTES WAS SUPPOSED 


TO PAY 


IN SIX MONTHS, HOWEVER, AT A LATER DATE 

ESTES T 

— r 

i 

OLD 

| 1 


4E COULD NO T PAY_HJJlJJ_WHXC.H^mE 


ACCEPTED SOME NOTES AS SECURITY THAT ESTES HAD RECEIVED 


b6 

b7C 


END PAGE TWO 



-1 


✓ 


• \ 




PAGE THREE 

FROM INDIVIDUALS IN SPOKANE AS A RESULT OF SALE OF SOME 
OF THE GOVERNMENT SURPLUS BUILDINGS. 


SAID HE, 


COLLECTED SOME MONEY FROM THESE NOTES AND IN THE SUMMER. 


OF NINETEEN 

.SJXTY_ONE_ES.TES Mi 

WITH 


BY GIVING 

1 


ONE , T HO.U.S A N D_DjO_LLARS— C AS H-A.ND 



- * ^ 

IaID HE RETURNED TOUSLES .THE NOTE THAT ESTES HAD 

EXECUTEI 

IN THE AMOUNT OF TWENTY FT VE.._T.HO US AND DOLLARS.. 

C 

>■ 

5AID HE, 


ORDINARILY REFERRED TO THE VARIOUS 

PROJECTS IN WHICH HE, 


WAS INVOLVED BY THE NAME OF 


THE CITY, FOR EXAMPLE, QUOTE THE SPO KANE WAS HINGTON PROJECT 
UNQUOTE . 


SAID HE DID NOT KNOW HOW ESTES REFERRED 
TO VARIOUS PROJECTS IN WHICH HE, ESTES, WAS INVOLVED 
AND DID NOT KNOW HOW ESTES REFERRED TO THE SPOKANE PROJECT 
UNTIL HE READ ABOUT THE QUOTE WASHINGTON PROJECT UNQUOTE 
IN THE NEWSPAPER. 


WITH ESTES. 


SAID HE DOES NOT KNOW HOW 
FINALLY SETTLED HIS PART INTHE SPOKANE PROJECT 

SAID AFTER HE SOLD HIS PART OF THE 
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SPOKANE PROJECT TO ESTES, HE DOES NOT KNOW HOW ESTES OPERATED 
THE PROJECT ALTHOUGH HE DOES KNOW ESTES HAD A CERTAIN 
END PAGE THREE 
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PAGE FOUR 

LENGTH OF TIME TO MOVE THE BUILDINGS OFF THE PROPERTY WHERE 
THE PROJECT WAS LOCATED IN SPOKANE, | STATED THAT HE 

DOES NOT BELIEVE ESTES WAS FINANCIALLY PRESSED IN NINE- 
TEEN FIFTY SIX. HE SAID ESTES TOLD HIM AT AN 

UNRECALLED DATE THAT HE, ESTES, WAS GOING TO BE WORTH 
SEVERAL MILLION DOLLARS IN THE FUTURE. S AID IN HIS 

OPINION ESTES WAS A HIGH CLASS MAN AND ALL HIS, 

DEALINGS WITH ESTES WERE ENTIRELY SATISFACTORY. HE STATED 

ESTES NEVER MENTIONED TO HIM, THAT HE, ESTES, 

HAD ANY CONNECTIONS WITH ANY GOVERNMENT OFFICIALS OR 
THAT HE HAD ANY INFLUENCE. SAID IN SUBMITTING 

BIDS ON GOVERNMENT SURPLUS BUILDING AND SO FORTH, ESTES 
SUBMITTED SEALED BID S JUST AS' EVERYONE ELSE DID AT A 
PUBLI C OPENING OF BIDS. HE HAD NO ADVANTAGE OVER ANYONE 

ELSE. SAID NO ONE WAS ALLOWED BY GOVERNMENT 

JS Hite 

OFFICIALS TO LOWER OR R^E/ONCE SUBMITTED. HE 

STATED THAT HE DOES NOT KNOW HOW ESTES CAME OUT ON THE 

SPOKANE, WASHINGTON PURCHASE OF GOVERNMENT SURPLUS, HOWEVER, 

HEj MADE SOME MONEY O^THE DEAL. 



END PAGE FOUR 



PAGE FIVE 

! 

CONTINUOUS EFFORTS MADE THIS DATE TO CONTACT 

JEXAS^ WHO IS 

NOT AT RESIDENCE AND WHEREABOUTS UNKNOWN TO NEIGHBORS, 

WILL BE INTERVIEWED AS SOON AS LOCATED. 

DALLAS. EL PASO AND SEATTLE ADVISED AM. ESTES MAY HAVE 
SUICIJAL TENDENCIES. 

CORRECTION PAGE TWO LINE ONE WORD THREE SHOULD BE "TEXZXX' 
TEXAST AND PAGE" FOljR^ri'NE"'STXTEEN“S'HOUL-D'-READ-/ H OFF'IC-IALS— TO-, 
L OWEJB— OP-JRA.I S E_B.I D S_.O.NEX XX ON CE_SUBMI-T-TED-. — HE"— 

END AND ACK PLS . 

6-45 PM OK FBI WA NH 

TU DISC 
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t\ i r J. 

u. .v di^a nmm vt jusiice 

COMMUNICATIONS SECTION' 

MAY! 91962\7 


4 


>Er 



TELEVfPl 

5-18-62 12-12 EJ5 AM CST JMP 

DIRECTOR, FBI AND 

SACS, DALLAS, EL PASO, AND SAN ANTONIO 
SAC, HOUSTON /58-ill/ 

BILLIE SofrllSTES, ITSP, BRIBERY, CONSPIRACY, FAG, COI. 
RE SAN ANTONIO TELETYPE TO BUREAU AND HOUSTON THIS 

TEXAS, INTERVIEWED MAY 


Mr. Tolson . 

Mr. Belmont — 

Mr. Mohr 

Mr. Callahan- 
| Mr. Conrad.— 
Mr. DeLoaeh— 
Mr. Evana 
Mr. Malon 
Mr. Kosen 


Mr. Sullivl 
Mr. Tavel — 
Mr. Trotter- 
Tele. Room— 


FROM 


Miss Holmes- 
Miss Gandy— 


DATE. 


EIGHTEEN LAST BY BUREAU AGENTS. ADMITTED BEING IN 
PARTNERSHIP, NINETEEN FIFTY-THREE, WITH BILLIE SOL ESTES 

| TEXAS, BUYING HOUSES FROM 





PUBLIC HOUSING ADMINISTRATION FOR REMOVAL AND RESALE TO 
PRIVATE INDIVIDUALS. IN LATE NINETEEN FIFTY- FOUR 


PURCHASED HOUSES FROM PUBLIC HOUSING ADMINISTRATION 
SPOKANE, WASHINGTON, FOR RESALE. DUE TO EXTREME COLD 

1 ‘sold OUT TO 


WEATHER WAS LOSING MONEY. 


ESTES FOR REPORTEDLY SIXTY THOUSAND DOLLARS IN TWO NOTES# 
OF THIRTY THOUSAND DOLLARS EACH. IN NINETEEN FIFTY-SIX 
PURCHASED ONE HALF INTEREST IN WOODCREST APTS., 


PORT NECHES, TEXAS, FROM ESTES FOR APPROX. ONE HUNDRED- 

REC- 12 ^ ^ v 

TWENTY THOUSAND DOLLARS PAYABLE IN SEVEN NOTES OVER^ 



I. 


MAY 21 1962 


p' 


SEVEN YEAR PERIOD. 

ESTES MAY HAVE SUICIDAL TENDENCIES. 

CO-RR..- L ASX J/J 0 R D IN LINE TW^.CZXXW,E.LVE.~S-H^-BE'nMOT€S 

END AND ACK 

2-18 AM OK FBI WA JS 




rc 




5 / 18/62 


PLAIN TEXT 


TELETYPE 


? > 7 . 


■ /TO SACS DALLAS 


URGENT 


WASHINGTON FIELD (ESM) 

FROM DIRECTOR FBI 

BILLIE SOL ESTES, ITSP DASH BRIBERY. 

RE DALLAS TEL THREE TffiRTYNINE P. M. , CST, EEA, MAY 
EIGHTEEN, INSTANT, CONCERNING INTERVIEW OF FARM LEADERS. 

COPY OF AIRTEL MENTIONED INDICATED AS SENT TO DALLAS 
FOR INFORMATION DALLAS, WASHINGTON FIELD ON MAY SIXTEEN, 

ONE NINE SIX TWO, INTERVIEWED CHARLES S. MURPHY, UNDERSECRE- 
TARY OF AGRICULTURE. MURPHY ADVISED RE APPOINTMENTS TO THE 
NATIONAL COTTON ADVISORY COMMITTEE. DURING FIRST HALF OF 
YEAR 0$E NINE SDI ONE, A NUMBER OF RECOMMENDATIONS WERE 
RECEIVED TO ADD ADDITIONAL MEMBERS TO THE COMMITTEE AND IN 


THIS CONNECTION THE NAME OF HLLIE SOL ESTES WAS RECOMMENDED.! 


MURPHY MADE AVAILABLE A LETTER DIRECTED TO HONORABLE 


GEErjlt 
0 ) 


= 1 
3=1 A n t 

x K , 


HMM > wjmm. .. . 

j, , 1 1 r* 

c&tjtoNifelji ows sSrioM 

>W IS 1962 

teletype " / • ■' 


f I'll 


/' H 


V 


#} 


# 


i 


TELETYPE TO SACS, DALLAS & WASHINGTON HELD 
BE: BILLIE SOL ESTES 


ORVILLE FREEMAN AND HIMSELF JOINTLY FROM RALPH V/. YARBOROUGH 
DATED JANUARY TV'TSHTYWEN, ORE NINE SEC ONE, CAPTIONED QUOTE 
MR. BILLIE SOL ESTES, PECOS TEXAS. UNQUOTE. THE LETTER 
POINTED OUT THAT ESTES WAS AN II.&aNENTLY SUCCESSFUL. FARMER 
IN THE WEST TEXAS AREA AND THAT FARMERS IN THE AREA WERE FOR 
HIM. YARBOROUGH ATTACHED TO HIS LETTER A LETTER RECEIVED 
FROM FIVE OUTSTANDING FARM LEADERS IN TEXAS SETTING FORTH 
ESTES’ QUALIFICATIONS AND THEIR ENDORSEMENTS FOR HIM. THESE 
INDIVIDUALS WERE 


BILL MATTOX 


DALLAS NOTE IN ADDITION TO 


ABOVE, EL PASO ADVISED BY TELETYPE MAY SEVENTEEN, ONE NINE 

* , DOLL Ft £ 

SEK TWO, ESTES’ CANCELED CHECKS REVEAL A ONE TEOUSANIf CHECH 


ENDORSED 


b6 

b7C 


DATED DECEMBER SIXTEEN, ONE NINE FIVE NINE, MADE PAYABLE TO 
Um ENDORSED RALPH YAREOROUGH. ALSO NOTED WERE ONE HUNDRED 
DOLLAR CHECiSS ISSUED MONTHLY BEGINNING APRIL, ONE NINE SSK ZERO 
THROUGH SEPTEMBER, ONE NINE SIX BERO, MADE PAYABLE TO AND 

SECOND ENDORSEMENT ON' THESE CHECKS 


BEING RALPH YARBOROUGH. RECORD CHECKS, EL PASO, NOT COMPLETED. 
DALLAS INTERVIEW FIVE FARM LEADERS MENTIONED ABOVE ALONG LINES 


SET FORTH IN PREVIOUS BUTELS RE THIS PHASE. HANDLE EXPEDITIOUSLY. 

* lfcw;w. vv • * ' . ■■ 

M. U OUWlCdMl Q: JkfcU2£ 

O COMMUNICATIONS SECTION 

MAY 18 1962 


iTSLETYP© 





FEDERAL BiirtcAU OF INvESTIGA'lffiS l \ 

U. S. DEPARTMENT OF JUSTIGE 

COMMUNICATIONS SECTION. 

MAY 1.8 1962 

XE1-EXYPE '' 

URGENT 5-18-62 11-10 PM HFL 

TO SACS DALLAS WASHINGTON FIELD 
FROM DIRECTOR 2 P 

BILLIE SOL ESTES, ITSP DASH BRIBERY. 

RE DALLAS TEL THREE THIRTYNINE P.M., CST, EEA, MAY EIGHTEEN, 

INSTANT, CONCERNING INTERVIEW OF FARM LEADERS. 

ZA 

LEPY OF AIRTE.L MENTIONED INDICATED AS SENT TO DALLAS. 

FOR INFORMATION DALLAS, WASHING TONN FIELD ON MAY SIXTEEN, ONE NINE 
SIX TWO, INTERVIEWED CHARLES S. MURPHY, UNDERSECRETARY OF AGRICULTURE. 
MURPHY ADVISED RE APPOINTMENTS TO THE NATIONAL COTTON ADVISORY COMMITTEE, 
DURING FIRST HALF OF YEAR ONE NINE SIX ONE, A NUMBER OF RECOMMENDATIONS 
WERE RECEIVED TO ADD ADDITIONAL MEMBERS TO "THE COMMITTEE AND IN THIS 
CONNCECTION THE NAME OF BILLIE SOL ESTES WAS RECOMMENDED. MURPHY 
MADE AVAILABLE A LETTER DIRECTED TO HONORABLE ORVILLE FREEMAN AND 
HIMSELF JOINTLY FROM RALPH W. YARBOROUGH DATED JANUARY TWENTY SEVEN, ONE 
NINE SIX ONE, CAPTIONED QUOTE MR. BILLIE SOL ESTES, PECOS TEXAS. 

END PAGE 


UNQUOTE. THE LETTER POINTED OUT THAT ESTES WAS AN IMMINENTLY SUCCESSFUL 
FARMER IN THE WEST TEXAS AREA AND THAT FARMERS IN THE AREA WERE FOR HIM. 
YARBOROUGH ATTACHED TO HIS LETTER A LETTER RECEIVED FROM FIVE OUT- 
STANDING FARM LEADERS IN TEXAS SETTING FORTH ESTES QUALIFICATIONS AND 
THEIR ENDORSEMENTS FOR HIM. THESE INDIVIDUALS WERE 

BILL MATTOX 


b 6 
b7C 


DALLAS 


NOTE IN ADDITION TO ABOVE, EL PASO ADVISED BY TELETYPE MAY SEVENTEEN, ONE 
NINE SIX TWO, ESTES CANCELED CHECKS REVEAL A ONE THOUSAND DOLLAR CHECK 
DATED DECEMBER SIXTEEN, ONE NINE FIVE NINE, MADE PAYABLE TO AND ENDORSED 
RALPH YARBOROUGH. ALSO NOTED WERE ONE HUNDRED DOLLAR CHECKS ISSUED 
MONTHLY BEGINNING APRIL, ONE NINE SIX ZERO THROUGH SEPTEMBER, ONE 

SECOND 


NINE SIX ZERO, MADE PAYABLE TO AND ENDORSED 
ENDORSEMENT ON THESE CHECKS BEING RALPH YARBOROUGH. RECORD CHECKS, 

EL PASO, NOT COMPLETED. DALLAS INTERVIEW FIVE FARM LEADERS MENTIONED 
ABOVE ALONG LINES SET FORTH IN PREVIOUS BUTELS RE THIS PHASE. HANDLE 
EXPEDITIOUSLY. 

END ACK PLS 
OK FBI DL FLL 


TU DISC V 







FEDERAL HURFAU Of ifivtallGAIION 
U. S. DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 

COMMUNICATIONS SECTION 

MAY1 S1062 


I, 



Mr. Tolson — 
Mr. Belmont- 

Mr. Mohr 

Mr. Callahan. 
Mr. Conrad ... 
Mr. DeLoach. 
Mr. Evans 
Mr. Malon 
Mr. Rosen 
Mr. Sullivai 

Mr. Tavel 

Mr. Trotter- 
Tele. Room — 
iss Holmes. 



jiss Gandy. 




URGENT 5^18- 62 3-39 PM CST EEA 

TO DIRECTOR, FBI /29-2S704/ AND SAC, UFO /S7-9242/ 

FROM SAC, DALLAS /58-188/ 1-P 

o 

BILLIE SOL ESTES, ETAL. BRIBERY - COI. 

REBUTEL MAY SEVENTEEN LAST WHICH REFERS TO BUTEL MAY FOURTEEN 
LAST CONCERNING DEPARTMENTAL REQUEST AND TO WFO AIRTEL WITH 
LETTERHEAD MEMO DATED MAY SIXTEEN, REGARDING INTERVIEW OF 
CHARLES S. MURPHY. PAGE TWO OF BUTEL STATES "DALLAS NOTE 
FARM LEADERS LISTED PAGE TWO OF LETTERHEAD MEMO, REFERENCE 
AIRTEL AND INTERVIEW THESE INDIVIDUALS". DALLAS CANNOT LOCATE 


J 


l 1 

oxx 


WFO AIRTEL DATED MAY SIXTEEN CONCERNING INTERVIEW OF MURPHY, . , >Ai f) 

BUT FINDS WFO AIRTEL MAY SEVENTEEN R EF LE CT4M& NTERV I««U©F— — i. 

dim 


MURPHY ON SAME DATE AND LETTERHEAD MEMO ATTACHED. LIgg 

LEADERS" TO BE INTERVIEWED BY DALLAS NOT LOCATED. — - .... — — .,) 0 


SUTEL. 

ESTES MAY HAVE SUICIDAL TENDENCIES. 
END AND ACK FOR TWO MESSAGES PLS 


RECD 2 5-42 PM OK FBI WA RAM 
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TWO COPIES WHO 
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S Hr. 


y'-> 


•> 



TofcaaL 


Mr. Belmont ; 

Mr, Mt'br. 

Mn CVlwten- 
Ma Conrad. . 

?!>. liVLoadu 

Mr. r.vans . 

Mr. Mdo^ 

Mr. ltr,r' 

Mr. Sulliv&L 

Mr. Tavcl 

Mr. Trotter 

Tdc. Boom 

Mta Holmes. ; 

Miss Gandy 



AM EDST MCR 


URGENT 5-19-52 11-0 5 

TO DIRECTOR, FBI / 29- 2 870 4/ AND SAC, DALLAS /58-188/ 

IP 



00 DALLAS. 


FROM SAC, PHILADELPHIA / 29- 1768/ 

BILLIE SOL^ESTES, ET AL, BRIBERY., CIO, 

RE RICHMOND TELETYPE MAY EIGHTEEN SIXTYTOO REQUESTING IDENTITY 

SUBSCRIBER PH TELEPHONE NUMBER FIVE SIX SEVEN NINE EIGHT SIX FIVE. 

SPECIAL AGENT-S OFFICE, BELL TELEPHONE COMPANY, PHILA., ADVISED 
LOCUST SEVEN NINE EIGHT SIX FIVE IS PUBLIC PAY PHONE ON MEZZANINE 



50MAY2S1S& 



“b7C 


V ! 




C0 %T 


Mr* Tolson 

Mr. Belmonte. 

Mr. Mohr, 

Mr. Callahan- 
Mr. Conrad— 
Mr. DeLoach- 
Mr. Evans - 



Mr. Trotter^ 
Tele. Roonu 


/ 




Mica Holmes j 

Mica Gaudy 


5-33 


URGENT 5/19/62 

TCK'D I RECTOR FBI 

ATTN. GENERAL INV. DIV. 


PM PDST GLC 




/IP/ 


FROM SAC, SEATTLE / 87- 80 34/ 

BILLIE SOL ESTES, ET AL, ITSP, BRIBERY. 

PER INSTRUCTIONS INSP . WM. WELTE MAY EIGHTEEN. FOUR 
COPIES SEATTLE REPORT SA I IwiLL LEAVE SEATTLE 


J 


b6 

b7C 


TWELVE FIFTY AM MAY TWENTY ON UNITED AIR LINES FLIGHT EIGHT 


THIRTY. REPORT WILL LEAVE SEATTLE WITH UAU 


WHO WILL TRANSFER IT AT CHICAGO TO UAL 


iTO ARRIVE IN BALTIMORE AT NINE FIFTYFIVE, E. D. T. 


MAY TWENTY. BUREAU ARRANGE PICK-UP FROM 
SUBSEQUENT DELIVERY TO BUREAU. 

so 

END AND ACK PLS 
8-40 PM OK FBI WA NH 
TU D 


c^- 2. > -76? 




23 MAY 21 1982- 




50 MAY 2 31® 
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FD-36 (Rev. 12-13-56) 
v . 

.V 'Y 


v jV „ 

-i , 

V 


r 



Transmtt>he following in 


( 


■Fjb'i 

( 

Date: 5/ 19/62 
PLAIN TEXT 



y' r 


Via 


TELETYPE 


(Type in plain text or code) 

URGENT 


(Priority or Method of Mailing) 




i Mr. H > V It 
$ Mi - .V ' <* 

41 I 

I Mr. Ok 1 

U 11 1 ' :i 

f Mr. Evans - 

:r*k >vu >»■. 


?.?v. Hull 
Mr. Tf’V -I 
Mr. T> . • •• 

Tele. 

jT; : : 11 s ■ 

Mies Gandy 


TO: 

FROM: 


DIRECTOR (29-28704) AND SAC DALLAS (58-1^8 

*/ 



~' h > 1 ■- 7 / 

SAC WFO (87-8242) ^ 

q t}< Jlr ■ ■ A 

BILLIE SOL ESTES, ET AL, BRIBERY J p6 DALLAS. 


RE DALLASTEL AND BUREAUTEL BOTH MAY EIGHTEEN LAST. 

THERE IS BEING FORWARDED TO DALLAS VIA AIRTEL THIS DATE COPY 
OF LETTERHEAD MEMORANDUM DATED MAY SIXTEEN LAST REPORTING 
INTERVIEW WITH CHARLES 3, MURPHY, UNDERSECRETARY OF AGRICULTURE.. 
THIS WILL FURNISH BACKGROUND INFORMATION NEEDED FOR INTERVIEWS ■ 
WITH FARM LEADERS IN TEXAS AS REQUESTED IN RE BUREAUTEL. P. 


(2\- Bureau 
2 - Teletype Unit 
1 - WFO 

LSH:MAM 

(5) 








m 21 






xi'o 

rv.- 



Approved: 



Sent 


.M Per 


j 1 


M 

0\) 



FOEfi/'L < iiSfcftU CF uY.LbWMF 

f k U. 8. DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE a 

COMMUNICATIONS SECTION 

AflAVO aiqro AUh 


o&uiiun / . 

MAYS 01962 .fofr 

TELETYPE 


t 


PM 


IP 


, _ ms .o 3XXX 2-37 

URrGENT 5^-62 

' T0 DIRECTOR, FBI AND SAC, EL PASO 
from SAC, SAN ANTONIO #87-50 25/ ^ 

BI LL!E SOLUTES, et al, itsp, hail fraud, conspiracy, 
00 - EL PASO. 


RE 'LITTLE ROCK TEL TO BIRECTOR MAY 
ON MAY TWENTY INSTANT, 


;IGHTEEN LAST. 


TEXAS, ADVISED HE IS MAKING 


BUSINESS TRIP THROUGH TEXAS AND WILL NOT BE AVAllA 
FOR INTERVIEW UNTIL MAY TWENTY FIVE NEST AT EL PA - 
HE tndicated desire to cooperate ™ t " L 

TELEPHONE EP OFFICE UPON ARRIVAL •[ l STAT ° 


Th .hrnULvi^ w *■ ^ 

DOCUMENTS RELATING TO DEALINGS WITH ESTES AR E IN TH 
i il I Miri.I MFYT 

POSSESSION OF 


rgooLo^ivi-i | m 

he added that he feels apprehensive for his 

SAFETY DUE TO PUBLICITY THIS CASE. EP INTERVIEW 


r. Tolson 



MJL 4 ,# <*• ■■ 1 

Mr. Belmont — — 
I Mr. Mohr- 


Jrotter. 
Tele. Boom 



Mr. Callahan 

Mr. Conrad.... — 
Mr. DeLoach — 
Mr. Evans— ^ 

Mr. Maloh^ 

** 4 , RosejfcS- 
ltiva® 
tveL 


JBas Holmes 

Miss Gandy- 




new MEXICO. 
personal 


TJUF TO PUBLICITY irtio — 

PER INSTRUCTIONS IN AO TEL TO DIRECTOR MA^E^NT^^^ 

^ D, AND AO ADVISED BY AM. 

_WORD ^SHUa — ^ 1 ^ 


tendenc ies . 



END AND ACK PL 

WA a- 40 PM OK FBI WA RAM 

fbi ep rar 

IAY231982 


1^ 
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b 7 C 





WASHINGTON PROJECT. 

REPORT OF SA EDWARD JOSEPH MURPHY FORWARDED AMSD EL PASO MAY 
EIGHTEEN LAST. IS FAIRLY COMPLETE REPORT AND CONTAINS AN EXHIBT 
CONTROL SHEET WHICH MAY BE OF ASSISTANCE IN FINDING EXHIBITS FORWARDED 
m THIS OFFICE AND OTHER OFFICES, NONE OF WHICH IS PHYSICALLY IN THE/ 
POSSESSION OF THE EL PASO DIVISION. 

REPORT SENT AMSD RATHER THAN BY PILOT BECAUSE OF POSSIBLE CHANCE 
OF MISSING PILOT CONNECTION AT DALLAS. 

ESTES MAY HAVE SUICIDAL TENDENCIES. 

END AND ACK PLS. 

so ^ 

12-42 AM OK FBI WA JS u 7 M 

TU DISC T 1 

123 MAY 21 1962 


&OMY2319B2 
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■ OLrARTMEN T OF JbSffOS 

'< COMMUNICATIONS SECTION 
MAY 2 Q1962 /V 


TELETYPE?^ ^ 

Q «7 pM MST DRH 
JJft'GENT 5-i9-«2 9-27 P* 

^ . rRT 1109- 28704” 

T0 DIRECTOR, FBI a WVESTIO 

ATTN., MR- « LLlM WELTE, GENLK , 

„« SAC, EL PASO ”58-59" 1 P 

, ' ‘ „ O - s ET AL, ITSP DASH BRIBE® 

BILLIE SOL ESTES , 9 

( /' „ .,nrr.Tnu MAY SIXTEEN I>€ 


i 

Mr, Tolsoa 

Mr, Belmont . 

Mr, Mohr 

Mr, Callahan 

Mr, Conrad.__ 

i Mr, DeLoach 

/Mr, Emails 

Mr, i(Talone 

fjjfm Bosen-rrrlir 
Mr* Sullivan 


Tele. Boom 

Miss Holmes j 

Miss Gandy 


. BILLIE SOL r MftY shteen fc* 

“ EL PASO TEL TO DI r to MA Y SIXTEEN LAST 

" ~ — " - ™ REE CHECKS 
UNOUOTE. PARAGRAPH THREE, LINE 

THREE^ INDICATES ~ BANK MONEY. ORDER NUMBER, TWO SIX EIGHT 
seven' SEVEN , NAS BEING BANK MONEY ORDER 

™' ! “ “ T«c'. « » «»” »»' “ 

not LOCATED IN BANK RECO NUMBER, EIGHT THREE 

(heferenced airtel. iten number^ MLLftRS even . THIS 

SIX EIGHT, SHOWS .THE AMOUNT OF SEVE NTYSIX DOLLARS, 

AMOUNT SHOULD BE FORTY THOUSAND, , EIGHT HUNDRED^ , _ 

\ ' ^ ^ 

FOURTEEN CENTS. ) 

E STES MAY HAVE SUICIDAL TENDENCIE - ^ ^ S>- ) 

end and ack ex-105 ^ So 

PLS HOLD FOR SECOND MESSAGE ^MAY 21 196? 

12-35 AM OK FBI WA JS J 

m a/* LSk^ 

50 MAY 23 mi e L 


end and ack 


•2 ' / - 2 '/ " / " 

es MAY 2.1 1962 
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